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NOTES ON PRESERVING SPECIMENS 
AND DEVELOPING COLLECTIONS

( R e p r i n t e d  from VHS B u l l e t i n  
Number 11, May, 1 9 5 9 . )

One o f  t h e  most  e n c o u r a g i n g  a r g u 
ments t h a t  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  VHS s t a t e w i d e  m e e t i n g  i n '58 
was a c h a l l e n g e  by some o f  o u r  
n a t u r a l i s t  members t o  t h e  s c i e n 
t i s t  m e m b e r s . to  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  
k i l l i n g  and p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  amphi
b i a n s  an d  r e p t i l e s .  In  t h e  d i s 
c u s s i o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of. a  humane 
a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e s  
was r a i s e d .  The i s s u e  o f  c o n s e r 
v a t i o n  o f  w i l d l i f e  was c o n s i d e r e d .
I  a s k e d  each  member who w i s h e s  t o  
p r e s e r v e  sp ec im en s  t o  f i r s t  weigh  
c a r e f u l l y  h i s  r e a s o n s  f o r  d o in g  so. 
I f  e ach  o f . u s  p a u s e s  t o  t h i n k ,  I  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u t  s i n c e r e  n a t u r a l -  • 
i s t  members w i l l  f i n d  l i t t l e  d e 
s e r v e d  c r i t i c i s m  i n  o u r  a c t i o n s .

•

S c i e n t i f i c a l l y  u s e f u l  c o l l e c t i o n s  
o f  Va. r e p t i l e s  a n d  am p h ib ian s  a r e  
needed  t o  an sw er  many q u e s t i o n s .
The an sw e rs  w i l l  b e  i n c o m p l e t e  i f  
t h e r e  a r e . n o  s t u d y  sp e c im e n s .  . b  
What i s  t h e  g ro w th  r a t e  o f  l a r v a l  
t w o - l i n e d  s a l a m a n d e r s  ? What a r e  
t h e  d i e t  changes  t h a t  o c c u r  s e a s o n 
a l l y  i n  newts  ? Do s p o t t e d  s a l a 
manders  d e p o s i t  t h e i r  <eggs i n  s i n 
g l e  m asses  o r  s e r i e s  o f  m asses  ?
I s  t h e  s n a p p in g  t u r t l e  a s c a v e n g e r  
o r  p r e d a t o r  - -  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  pond 
l i f e ,  o r  d e s t r u c t i v e  ? • • . T h ese  
q u e s t i o n s ,  and a m y r ia d  o f  o t h e r s ,  
can o n ly  be  a n s w e r e d  f u l l y ,  and 
r e l i a b l y  from s y s t e m a t i c  s t u d y  o f  
a p p r o p r i a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s o f  specimens.

B e f o r e  s t a r t i n g  a  c o l l e c t i o n  r e 
v iew  y o u r  r e a s o n s  f o r  p r e s e r v i n g  
t h e . a n i m a l s  you a r e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th .  
I f  you h av e  worked o u t  a p ro b le m ,  
and  you a r e  s e e k i n g  a s o l u t i o n  t o  
i t  t h r o u g h  work w i t h  p r e s e r v e d  . . ,

specimens# y o u r  h e r p e t o c i d a l  a c t s  
may be  j u s t i f i e d . .  The p r o j e c t ;

(1) must  be  w e l l  p l a n n e d ,
(2) s h o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  so m e th in g  
t o  o u r  knowledge  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s ,
( 3 )  ' s h o u l d  n o t  d u p l i c a t e  t h e  
e f f o r t s  .of o t h e r s .

Seek  a d v i c e  from o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  
s o c i e t y ,  o r  from c o l l e g e  z o o lo g y  
i n s t r u c t o r s ,  i f  you a r e  i n  doubt: 
a b o u t  any  o f  t h e s e  p o i n t s .  (See 
t h e  l i s t '  o f  d e p o s i t o r i e s  f o r  V a B 
spec im en s  - -  t h e  s e r i e s  you want 
t o  check  may a l r e a d y  be  i n  a  Va- 
p r e s e r v e d  c o l l e c t i o n . )  We may nol 
know t h e  a n s w e r s ,  b u t  w e ' l l  t r y  to  
s t e e r  you t o  someone who d o e s .

I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r e s e r v 
i n g  spec im en s  s im p ly  a s  a "hobby" 
f j .nd o u t  what  Va. c o u n t i e s  a r e  
p o o r l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  museum o r  
c o l l e g e  c o l l e c t i o n s  and  g a t h e r  t h e  
spec im en s  t h e r e .  Then, when you 
a r e  t h r o u g h  w i t h  y o u r  f i n d s ,  t h e y  
can be  p l a c e d  i n  a l a r g e  c o l l e c 
t i o n  w here  t h e y  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
a l l  who w ish  t o  work w i t h  them.

Some s p e c i e s  o c c u r  i n  t rem endous  
a b u n d an c e ,  a r e  w i d e s p r e a d  i n  t h e i :  
o c c u r r e n c e ,  an d  w i l l  n e v e r  be  de  
p l e t e d  by  c o l l e c t o r s .  O f t e n ,  the} 
a r e  t h e  forms t h a t  a r e  r a r e  i n  
p r e s e r v e d  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  and  t h e  so- 
c a l l e d  " r a r i t i e s "  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  
a b u n d a n t ( G e t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  
t h e  p r e s e r v e d  c o l l e c t i o n  n e a r e s t  
y o u r  home l o c a l i t y  o r  c o l l e c t i n g  
a r e a .  F in d  o u t  what i t  needs  i n  
t h e  way o f  a d d i t i o n a l  s p e c i m e n s . )

t  •

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) . .
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PREPARATION OF SPECIMENS:
The s t e p  o f  g e t t i n g  an a n im a l  i n 

t o  p r o p e r  c o n d i t i o n  f p r  p r e s e r v a 
t i o n  i s  c a l l e d  " p r e p a r a t i o n / '  T h i s  
i n v o l v e s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  . s u i t a b l e  
sp e c im en s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n .  I f ,  f o r  example ,  you 
p l a n  t o  s t u d y  fo o d  h a b i t s  o f  some 
s p e c i e s  from s tom ach  c o n t e n t s , ,  you 
would  n o t  p r e s e r v e  any a n im a l s  /not  
" f r e s h  from t h e  f i e l d "  o r  t h e  s t o 
machs m ig h t  be  empty .  Then, t h e  
a n im a l s  must  b e  k i l l e d  i n  a way 
t h a t  i s  humane - -  c a u s e s  as  l i t t l e  
s u f f e r i n g  a s  p o s s i b l e  - -  and  t h a t  
w i l l  l e a v e  t h e  a n im a l  i n  a r e l a x e d ,  
f l e x i b l e  s t a t e .  T h i s  i s  e a s i e r  i n  
t h e  c a s e  o f  a n im a l s  t h a t  r e s p i r e  
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s k i n s  ( a m p h i b ia n s ) ;  
p r o p e r ,  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  ;tr e p t i l e s  i s  
more d i f f i c u l t .  F o r  am p h ib ian  p r e 
p a r a t i o n ,  o b t a i n  from y o u r  d r u g g i s t  
an ounce  o f  CHLOROTONE. T h i s  i s  
a m o d e r a t e l y  w a t e r - s o l u b l e  a n e s / i  
t h e t i c  t h a t  can be  u s e d  a g a i n  and 
a g a i n .  P u t  a h a l f  t e a s p o o n f u l  i n  
a q u a r t  o f  w a t e r ,  an d  a f t e r  2 h o u r  
p e r i o d  s t r a i n  t h r o u g h .a j c l o t h  t o  
remove u n d i s o l v e d  c r y s t a l s . The 
r e m a in i n g  f l u i d  w i l l  a n e s t h e t i z e  ' 
e f f e c t i v e l y  a s  l o n g  a s  i t  l a s t s .
Put  s a l a m a n d e r  i n  i t  f o r  h a l f  an 
h o u r ,  an d  t h e y  w i l l  b e  r e l a x e d  and 
r e a d y  f o r  a r r a n g i n g  and  h a r d e n i n g .

F o r  r e p t i l e s ,  I  s u g g e s t  p u t t i n g  
t h e  a n im a l s  i n t o  h i b e r n a t i o n i ( v i a  
a f r e e z e r ) ,  and  t h e n  t i n j e c t i n g  a 
l i b e r a l  q u a n t i t y  o f  c h l o r o t o n e  i n  
t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  h e a r t .  T h i s  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  a l i t t l e  s t u d y  o f  anatomy 
from t h e  m anua ls  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  
a t t e m p t s  a r e  made. I t  i s -  s i m p le  
w i t h  most  s n a k e s  and  l i z a r d s ,  f o r  
you can o b s e r v e  them i n  l i f e  and  
n o t e  u n d e r  w h ich  v e n t r a l  s c a l e  t h e  
h e a r t  i s  p u l s a t i n g .  Count down 
from t h e  c h in  t o  t h i s  s c a l e  an d  
r e c o r d  t h e  number f o r  t h i s  s p e c i e s .

In  t h e  c a s e  o f  t u r t l e s ,  i t  i s  s im p 
l y  a m a t t e r  o f  d e ep  i n j e c t i o n  o f  
•much c h l o r o t o n e  f o r  most w o r k e r s ,  
f o r  i t  i s  h a r d  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  h e a r t  
w i t h o u t  p r a c t i c e .  (NOTE: I f  o t h e r
members have  b e t t e r  ways t o  a n e s 
t h e t i z e  r e p t i l e s  p l e a s e  a d v i s e . )

A f t e r  a n e s t h e s i a  i s  c o m p le te ,  t h e  
a n im a l  (am phib ian)  i s  a r r a n g e d  i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  s u i t a b l e  f o r  s t u d y  - -  t h e  
h e a d ,  body,  a n d ’t a i l  i n  a s t r a i g h t  
l i n e ,  l im b s  e x te n d e d  from t h e  s i d e s  
and  t h e . t o e s  s e p a r a t e d .  Then a few 
d r o p s  o f  com m erc ia l  fo rm a ld eh y d e  
a r e  d r o p p e d  on i t  w i t h  a m e d ic in e  
d r o p p e r .  (Get t h o r o u g h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
on h a n d l i n g  ;t h i s  s t r o n g  p o i s o n  b e 
f o r e  a t t e m p t i n g  i t . )  A f t e r  tw e n ty  
m in u te s  t h e  s a l a m a n d e r  may b e  l i f t 
ed w i t h  wooden o r  p l a s t i c  t w e e z e r s  
and  d ro p p e d  i n t o  a  v a t  o f  d i l u t e  
f o r m a l i n  s o l u t i o n  (one p a r t  fo rm a 
l i n  t o  s i x t e e n  p a r t s - w a t e r ) * In  t h e  
r e p t i l e s ,  t h e  d i l u t e  f o r m a l i n  i s  
i n j e c t e d  i n t o  t h e  body . c a v i t y  s i n c e  
i t  w i l l  n o t  p a s s  e f f e c t i v e l y  t h r u  
t h e  s k i n .  ■: For  l a r g e r  a m p h i b i a n s - -  
b u l l f r o g s  o r  H e l l b e n d e r s , e t c .  - - i n 
j e c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  body c a v i t y  a l s o  
i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  jjMake, i t  a r u l e  t o  
i n j e c t  a s t r o n g e r  s o l u t i o n  o f  f o r 
m a l in  i n t o  a l l  l a r g e  m u sc le  m asses  
- - d i l u t i o n  o f  f o r m a l i n  t o  w a t e r ,  1 
p a r t  f o r m a l i n - !t o  s i x  p a r t s  w a t e r .  
Along t h e  t r u n k  o f  t h e  an im al  s p a c e  
p o i n t s  'o f  i n j e c t i o n  a b o u t  £ t o  \£ 
i n c h e s  a p a r t ,  and  p u t  a s m a l l  q u a n 
t i t y  o f  f o r m a l i n  s o l u t i o n  i n  each  
s i t e .  Avoid  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a n i 
m a l ' s  s h a p e .  D o n ' t  crowd spec im ens  
i n t o  a few' j a r s  - -  g i v e  them s p a c e ,  
and  c o v e r  them w i t h  p r e s e r v i n g  
f l u i d .  L a rg e  s n a k e s  s h o u l d  be  i n  
c o i l s  i n  g a l l o n  g l a s s  j a r s .  Pu t  
a p i e c e  o f  s t r o n g  p l a s t i c  b e n e a t h  
t h e  s c re w -o n  j a r  l i d  t o  keep  fumes 
from e a t i n g  away t h e  m e t a l  l i d s .

2



VHS BULLETIN No. 48 A p r i l - J u n e  1966

PRESERVING AND DEVELOPING A COLLECTION, c o n t i n u e d :

LABELING: W ith o u t  a n , a d e q u a t e  o r
c o m p le te  l a b e l  y o u r  spec im ens  a r e  
w o r t h l e s s  a s  s t u d y  m a t e r i a l .  A t 
t a c h e d  t o  e ach  spec im en  by  a c o rd  
o f  s h o r t  leng th , : . ,  a l a b e l  l i s t s  2 
f a c t s :  (1) WHEN t h e  spec im en  was 
c a u g h t ;  and  (2) WHERE i t  was 
c a u g h t .  (See C o l l e c t i n g  d a t a  
s l i p s  a t  t h e  b o t t o m 'o f  p a g e s . )  
Record  t h e  d a t e ,  c o u n ty ,  s t a t e ,  
and  l o c a l i t y  i n  s o f t  p e n c i l  on 
w a t e r p r o o f  c a r d b o a r d .  ^ I f  none 
i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  p i e c e s  o f  m a n i l a  
f i l e  f o l d e r  w i l l  do .  Cut down 
t o  u s e f u l  s i z e .  T h ese  two Use
f u l  f a c t s  a r e  a l l - i m p o r t a n t . (g@@ 
a r t i c l e ,  t h i s  B u l l e t i n ,  on t h e  
need  f o r  sp e c im e n s  i n  pe rm anen t  
p r e s e r v e d  c o l l e c t i o n s  and t h e  
way t o  g e t  them t h e r e  w i t h  c r e d i t . )

L o c a l i t y  s h o u l d  be  l i s t e d  a s  a d is 
t a n c e  and  d i r e c t i o n  from some l o 
c a t i o n  found  on most r o a d  m ap s . 
F o r - e x a m p le :  "2 m i l e s  W o f  C h e s 
t e r ,  C h e s t e r f i e l d  County ,  V a . ,  
J u l y  4 , 1 9 6 6 ."  H a b i t a t  d a t a  i s  
u se fy l , -  a l s o :  " Found u n d e r . l o g  
i n  oak g r o v e ,  " e t c .  Your name, a 
c o l l e c t i n g  number and t h e  i d e n t i t y  
o f ' t h e  specim en may b e  added  i f  
d e s i r e d ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  e s s e n t i a l  on 
a  r e c o r d  a t  t h i s  s t a g e .  WARNING: 
T r e a t  fo rm a ld eh y d e  w i t h  t h e  c a r e  
i t  d e s e r v e s  - -  i t  i s  a s t r o n g  
p o i s o n .  Work o u t - o f - d o o r s  so  t h e  
fumes can e a s i l y  e s c a p e .  Keep y o u r  
hands  o u t  o f  i t  as  much as p o s s i 
b l e .  When p o u r i n g ,  p o u r  s lo w ly  and  
d o n ' t  s p l a s h .  Wash up  a f t e r w a r d s i

John  T h o rh to n  Wood,:MD

D r.  J . T .  Wood w r o t e  t h e  above  a r t i c l e  when he  was P r e s i d e n t  o f  VHS. He 
was t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  - - s e r v i n g  i n  1958 a n d . 1 9 5 9 . ( E d i t o r )

DOCUMENT YOUR RECORDS WITH PRESERVED SPECIMENS PLACED IN A DEPOSITORY:
nv*:

Spec im ens s h o u l d  be  d e p o s i t e d  i n  
a p e rm an en t  s c i e n t i f i c  c o l l e c t i o n .  
T h ere  a r e  m a jo r  d e p o s i t o r i e s  in  
t h e  t h r e e  main r e g i o n s  o f  V a . :

( N o r t h e a s t )  U .S .  N a t i o n a l  
Museum, D e p ' t  o f  Amphibians 
and R e p t i l e s ,  D r .  C o c h ran ,  o r  
Dr.  James A. P e t e r s .  Mr. Tuck .

( S o u t h e a s t )  C o l l e g e  o f  W il l ia m  
and Mary,  B io lo g y  D e p ' t . , D r . G .
R. B r o o k s , J r .  (o r )  N o r f o lk  
Museum o f  A r t s  and  S c i e n c e s ,  
N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  D e p ' t .  M r .P h i l  
M o r r i so n  o r  Mr. Roger  H .R ag eo t .

, : i - r

(S o u th w e s t )  V i r g i n i a  P o l y t e c h n i c  
I n s t i t u t e  (VPI) ,  D e p ' t  o f  B io lo g y ,  
D r .  R o b e r t  D. Ross o r C .  Duke 
W i l d e r . ( S p e c im e n s  must  be  i n  good 
c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  good f i e l d  n o t e s . )

O t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  have  d e 
p o s i t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  - -  ( C e n t r a l )  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  Department 
o f  B i o lo g y ,  D r .  J . J ;  Murray,1 J r .  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Richmond, B io lo g y  
D e p ' t .  Mr. G.C. S c h a e f e r .
M  _ f. ; s ;! ;;o  \r   ̂ b u p p H  *

( N o r t h e a s t )  B r i d g e w a t e r  C o l l e g e  
D e p ' t  o f  B io lo g y ,  D r .H .G . J o p s o n . 

Many, b u t  n o t  a l l ,  o f  t h o s e  named a r e  members o f  VHS. P l e a s e  be  
c o u r t e o u s  and  a t t e n t i v e  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  each  d e p o s i t o r y  as 
p r o v i d e d  by any o f  t h o s e  named o r  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t e s  on t h e  f a c u l t y .
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COLLECTING IN CAROLINE COUNTY

F o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  I  h ave  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  U.S.Army R e s e rv e  Ac
t i v e  Duty T r a i n i n g  p rog ram  a t  Camp 
A .P .  H i l l  i n  C a r o l i n e  C o u n t y , .V a .
D u r in g  t h e s e ,  t w o - w e e k . p e r io d s  i n  
l a t e .  Ju n e  and  e a r l y  J u l y  I  h ave  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y ,  a i d e d  by my b r o t h e r  - 
J e r r y ,  t o  c o l l e c t  and  examine t h e  
h e r p e t o f a u n a  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  The 20 
s p e c i e s  and  s u b s p e c i e s  o b t a i n e d  are  
l i s t e d  b e lo w .  U n d o u b t e d l y , j most  
o f  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  n e w .c o u n ty  r e c o r d  
m a t e r i a l  f o r  C a r o l i n e  County ,  b u t  
I  am s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  l i s t  f o r  t h o s e  
i n  VHS who may b e  i n t e r e s t e d .

T h o se  s p e c i e s  w i t h  a j check  (#) 
b e f o r e  t h e  name h av e  b een  p r e s e r v 
ed :  T h o se  w i t h  an a s t e r i s k  (*)
a r e  c o u n ty  r e c o r d s  f o r  C a r o l i n e .

R e p t i l e s , c o n t i n u e d : : 
i Eumeces ( s p . ) S k in k  ( s e e  n o t e '

( s e e  comments) 
S t o r e r i a  o . o c c i p i t o m a c u l a t a
N o r th e r n  R e d - b e l l i e d  Sn ak e  (1) 
Thamnophis s i r t a l i s  s i r t a l i s  

. .E as te rn  G a r t e r  Snake 
*# N a t r i x  s . s i p e d o n  N o r th e r n  
' ’ W ate r  Snake
*# N a t r i x  s e p t e m v i t t a t a  Queen S .  
# H e te ro d o n  p l a t y r h i n o s  H og-nose

*# D ia d o p h is  p^  ed w ard s i  R ingneck  
C o lu b e r  c .  c o n s t r i c t o r  

N o r th e r n  B lack  R a c e r  
*# E la phe  o .  o b s o l e t a  B lac k  Rat  3- 
#Ag k i s t r o d o n  c o n t o r t r i x ‘mokeson 

N o r th e r n  C opperhead  (venomous)

AMPHIBIANS» . :
' '*# Desmognathus f u s c u s  Dusky S a l .

P s e u d o t r i t o n  ( s p ) :  s e e  comments
*# E u ry cea  l o n g i c a u d a  g u t t o l i n e a t a  

T h r e e - l i n e d  S a lam an d e r  
Bufo t . a m e r ic a h u s  Amer. Toad 
Hyla  v .  v e r s i c o l o r  E a s t e r n  

*.1 Gray T r e e  f r o g  .) „
Rana p i p i e n s  L eo p a rd  F ro g

Rana c a t e s b e i a n a  . B u l l f r o g  (1) 

REPTILES: . . •

T e r r a p e n e  c . C a r o l i n a  Box T .
Ps eudemys r u b r i v e n t r i s  ,. ,

R e d - b e l l i e d  T u r t l e
S c e l o p o r u s  h y a c i n t h i n u s  undu-  

l a t u s  •N o r t h e r n  Fence  L i z .

> AUTHOR'S COMMENTS:

The P s e u d o t r i t o n  s p .  l i s t e d  above  
' was b a d l y  m angled  u n d e r  a l o g  b e - 
, f o r e  b e i n g  b ro u g h t  t o  me. W hile  

i t  r e s e m b le d  r u b e r , t h e  N o r th e r n  
Red Sa lam ander^  TTdid n o t  a t t e m p t  
any  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  Due t o  l a c k  
o f  p r e s e r v i n g  eguipm ent  i n  t h e  
f i e l d ,  t h e  c r e a t u r e  c o u ld  n o t  be  
s a v e d :  (T h is  would h ave  been  a 
c o u n ty  r e c o r d  i f  p r e s e r v e d .  E d . )

The s k i n k s  (Eumeces) were  o b s e r 
ved  i n f r e q u e n t l y - on t r e e s  , a n d  on 
l o g  p i l e s .  I  d i d  n o t  s e c u r e  any 
spec im ens  and c o u ld  n o t  a l l o c a t e  
them t o  s p e c i e s  s i n c e  b o t h  t h e  
F i v e - l i n e d  S k in k  ( f a s c i s t u s ;) and  
t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  F i v e - l i n e d  Skink 
( i n e x p e c t a t u s )  o c c u r  i n  t h e  a r e a .

The Queen Snake  (N a t r i x  s e p t e m 
v i t t a t a ) r e p r e s e n t s  an i n t e r e s t 
i n g  r e c o r d  from t h e  ex t rem e  e a s -

-  4 -
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The Queen Snake  ( N a t r i x  sep tem -  
v i t t a t a )  r e p r e s e n t s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  
r e c o r d  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  on t h e  e x 
t r e m e  e a s t e r n  edge o f  i t s  r a n g e .  
T h i s  a n im a l  was found  c r a w l i n g  on 
a  h i l l s i d e  a t  l e a s t  50 f e e t  from 
a d r y  s t r e a m  b e d .

The R in g n ec k  Snake  (D ia d o p h is  
p u n c t a t u s  e d w a r d s i ) was r e f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  N o r t h e r n  form s i n c e  i t  had  
an im m a c u la te  v e n t e r ,  which  i s  u n 
l i k e  t h e  s o u t h e r n  r a c e  (p u n c t a t u s ).

J o s e p h  T .  C o l l i n s
5807 Montgomery Rd.
C i n c i n n a t i , 0 .  45212

( E d i t o r ' s  N o te :  We a r e  s o r r y  t h e
Notes  on C a r o l i n e  County  p r e p a r e d  
by Mr. C o l l i n s  were  n o t  p r e s e n t e d  
a t  an e a r l i e r  d a t e .  They were  i n  
an i n c o r r e c t  f i l e  and  t e m p o r a r i l y  
m i s l a i d .  We t r u s t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  U.S.  
Army R e s e r v e  Duty has  p r o v e d  as  
p r o f i t a b l e  a s  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  
t o u r s .  P e rh a p s  we may u p d a t e  t h e  
n o t e s  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  y e a r ' s .  A 
symbol (1)  i n  t h e  l i s t  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t ,  h a d  t h e s e  spec im ens  been  
p r e s e r v e d ,  t h e s e  t o o  would  h a v e  
b e en  c o u n ty  r e c o r d s .  F .T o b e y .  )

VHS C o n g r a t u l a t e s  Tom 'N '  J e r r y  
C o l l i n s  on t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to 
o u r  knowledge  o f  Va .  h e r p e t o l o g y I

# * vf # * * -X * *

O t h e r  a m p h ib ian s  and  r e p t i l e s  
r e c o r d e d  from C a r o l i n e  C ounty  a r e :  
Ambystoma m acula tum  S p o t t e d  S a l .  
D i e m i c t y l u s  v .  v i r i d e s c e n s  Newt 
P l e th o d o n  c . c i n e r e u s

R e d -b ac k ed  S a la m a n d e r  
S i r e n  l a c e r t i n a  G r e a t e r  S i r e n  .

ANNUAL STATEWIDE MEETING, 1966 . .

A c r i s  c ■ c r e p i t a n s  N o . C r i c k e t  F .  
Hyla  c .  c r u c i f e r  S p r i n g  p e e p e r  
G a s t r o p h r yne  c a r o l i n e n s i s  

E a s t e r n  Narrow-mouthed F ro g  
Rana c l a m i t a n s  m e la n o ta  

Green  F ro g

S t e r n o t h e r u s  o d o r a t u s S t i n k p o t  
Cnemidophorus s e x l i n e a t u s

E a s t e r n  S i x - l i n e d  R a c e r u n n e r  
L a m p r o p e l t i s  g_;_ g e t u l u s  King S .  
Op h e o d r ys a e s t i v u s  Rough Green S

vf a -  •* * - x  #  x -

Dr.  Phoebe H. K n i p l i n g ,  s c i e n c e  
s u p e r v i s o r  f o r  A r l i n g t o n  County  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  has  been  named a 
r e g i o n a l  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
S c i e n c e  T e a c h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The 
r e g i o n  encom passes  t h e  D i s t r i c t '  
o f  C o lum bia ,  K en tucky ,  M ary land ,  
N o r th  C a r o l i n a ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  West 
V i r g i n i a  and  V i r g i n i a .  The A r 
l i n g t o n  County  s c i e n c e  s u p e r v i s o r  
ha s  b een  T r e a s u r e r  o f  VHS s i n c e  
i t s  f i r s t  s t a t e w i d e  m e e t i n g , 1958.

Dr .  R o b e r t  L. G u i l l a u d e u  o f  6712 
Dean D r i v e ,  McLean, V a . ,  h a s  been  
named p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F a i r f a x  
County  M e d ic a l  S o c i e t y  a t  t h e  
S o c i e t y ' s  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  i n  l a t e  
1965.  D r .  G u i l l a u d e u  i s  t h e  VHS 
M ed ica l  A d v i s e r ,  s u c c e e d i n g  John 
T h o r n to n  Wood, MD i n  t h a t  o f f i c e .

m m m w

Roger H. deR ageo t  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  
F r a n c e  f o r  s e v e r a l  months a g a i n  
t h i s  summer. Roger was t h e  3d 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  VHS. He w i l l  r e 
t u r n  t o  N o r f o lk  i n  t h e  F a l l .

DON'T FORGET THE SOCIETY'S FALL 
STATEWIDE MEETING. PLACE AND 
DATE NOT YET FIXED WILL BE NOTED 

. IN THE NEXT VHS BULLETIN.
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PREPARE YOUR EXHIBITS NOW

FOR THE SOCIETY'S FALL 

STATEWIDE MEETING

- - THE DATES AND PLACE TO BE ANNOUNCED
IN THE NEXT VHS BULLETIN 

OUT SOON

COMING IN NEXT NUMBER: VHS-B #49 SNAKEBITE

AND ITS INCIDENCE IN VIRGINIA AND THE 

SOUTHEASTERN UNITED STATES

The VIRGINIA HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY BULLETIN No.48
' *" - -  - ■


