
VIRGINIA HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY

VaHS members who s t a r t e d  
h ib e rn a tin g  e a r ly  m issed 
a g re a t  t r e a t !  Those who 
made i t  to  th e  Columbia 
Union C o lle g e ’s sc ien ce  
b u ild in g , about 100 from 
the  e a s te rn  seaboard , saw 
e x h ib its  and s l id e  ta lk s  
o f e x c e lle n t  q u a l i ty .

The o ccas io n , October 29, 
was th e  f i r s t  m eeting o f 
th e  E as te rn  Seaboard Her- 
p e to lo g ic a l  League. Much 
was le a rn ed  from th e  ex
posure .

The assem blage was w el
comed by Dr. L e s te r  E. 
H a rr is , J r . ,  Chairman o f 
th e  B iology Department of 
Columbia Union C o lle g e .

P ro fe sso r H arris  spoke of 
some o f th e  re se a rc h  un
derway over th e  p a s t  few 
years  on campus, and a t  
th e  c o l le g e ’s B io lo g ic a l 
S ta t io n  a t  Head W aters, 
V a., in  HIGHLAND county .

"We have an  a c t iv e  p ro 
gram of re se a rc h  going on 
here a t  th e  campus on the  
venom o f the  Timber Rat - 
t le sn a k e  (C ro ta lu s  h . 
h o r r id u s ) .  For t h i s ,  we 
have k ep t specimens in  
a we11-c o n tro l le d  la b o ra 
to ry  designed  f o r  the  
com fort o f the  an im a ls— 
and the  s a f e ty  o f the  lab  
s t a f f .  We add a few more 
specimens from HIGHLAND 
county each summer.

EASTERN SEABOARD HERPETO
LOGICAL LEAGUE MEETING 
AT COLUMBIA UNION COLLEGEf -* • ' „ . ' •

Opaque coverings on the  
cages p re v e n t la b o ra to ry  
v i s i t o r s  from d is tu rb in g  
th e  anim als and making 
them n e rv o u s . They a re  
housed one to  a cag e . Re
mote h and ling  o f food and 
w ater j a r s  p ro te c ts  the  
la b o ra to ry  s t a f f  from the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f sn a k e b ite .

C urren t re se a rc h  i s  on 
th e  b iochem ical make-up 
o f r a t t le s n a k e  venom and 
has c e n te re d  upon t h e • 
i s o la t io n  o f s e v e ra l  com
ponents o f the  venom. Of 
th e s e , some components 
have been o b ta in ed  in  too  
sm all q u a n tity  to  p erm it 
re se a rc h  r e s u l t s  to  be 
o b ta in e d . I t  i s  hoped, 
in  tim e , to  have th e se  in  
g re a te r  q u a n ti ty  fo r  u se . 
A ction  o f each c o n s t i tu 
e n t o f the  venom can be 
t ra c e d  u sin g  th e  carbon
ic - ta g g e d  amino a c id  
le u c in e .

O ther re se a rc h  e f f o r t s  a t  
th e  "outdoor la b o ra to ry "  
in  HIGHLAND county  d u ring  
th e  summers have in c luded  
b e h a v io ra l re se a rc h  on th e  
lo c a l  box t u r t l e s  (T erra - 
pene c_. C a ro lin a ) . >}

Dr. Bruce Bury, F ish  and 
W ild life  S e rv ic e , Dep’t  
o f the  I n te r io r ,  was the  
keynote sp eak e r. He de
s c r ib e d  th e  reasons fo r  
p ro te c t in g  am phibians and 
r e p t i l e s ,  review ed the  
co n se rv a tio n  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
and d iscu ssed  the  impact

BULLETIN No. SEVENTY

o f re c e n t laws and reg u 
la t io n s ,  em phasizing the  
ro le  o f in d iv id u a l  he rp e- . 
to lo g i s t s  and re g io n a l 
s o c i e t i e s .  He s t r e s s e d  
th e  need f o r  co o p e ra tio n  
in  l in e  w ith  th e  ASIH or 
SSAR re s o lu t io n s  (pp.3-C) 
and concluded th a t :  
"O v era ll, few sp ec ie s  and 
sub sp ec ies  o f r e p t i l e s  o r 
am phibians a re  now r e a l ly  
p ro te c te d  from u n c o n tro l
le d  c o l le c t in g  by 
re s e a rc h e rs ,  f a n c ie r s ,  
and th e  p e t  t r a d e . The 
s u rv iv a l  o f e x ta n t he rp e- 
t i l e s  i s  our r e s p o n s ib i l 
i t y ,  in d iv id u a l ly  and 
c o l l e c t iv e ly .  Reasonable 
demands f o r  p e ts  can con
tin u e  and s tu d ie s  can be 
con tinued  unim paired on ly  
i f  th re a te n e d  forms a re  
ad eq u a te ly  p ro te c te d  by 
u s .

A fte rn o o n ’s l i g h t  touch: 
p re s e n ta t io n s  o f th e  ESHL 
"coveted" HEDGETOAD AWARD 
fo r  "ou ts tan d in g  c o n t r i 
b u tio n s  to  co o p era tio n  
among h e rp e to lo g is ts  and 
re g io n a l s o c i e t i e s . "  The 
awards were p re se n te d  to : 
F ra n k lin  J .  Tobey, J r . ,  
VaHS; Mr. I tz ch ak  G ilboa, 
e d i to r  o f HISS NEWS —  a 
p u b lic a t io n  o f th e  Herpe- 
to lo g ic a l  In fo rm ation  
Search Systems; and, in  
a b s e n t ia , to  Dr. James A. 
P e te rs  (s in ce  d e c e a se d ) .,  

(see page nine )

ESHL MEETING con tinued  
on page two . . . .

The VaHS BULLETIN and PROGRAMS a re  a n o n - p r o f i t , : s c ie n c e - in fo rm a tio n  a c t i v i t y .
i T  ‘•' *. tf r.H%

VaHS BULLETIN i s  a n e w s le tte r  
appearing  a t  l e a s t  s ix  tim es 
a y e a r . The pages a re  open 
f o r  a r t i c l e s  o r comment on 
to p ic s  r e la te d  to  V irg in ian  
h e rp e to lo g y . The p r in c ip a l  
a c t i v i t y  i s  th e  s t a t e  survey  
o f r e p t i l e s  and am phib ians.

• (Revised l i s t  a v a ila b le  soo n .)

VaHS BULLETIN is  s e n t ,  g r a t i a ,  
to  V ir g in ia ’s u n iv e r s i ty  and 
c o lle g e  b io lo g y , zoology, and 
n a tu ra l  sc ien ce  d e p a r tm en ts .. 
Science and b io lo g y  te a c h e rs ,  
h igh  schoo l o r ju n io r  h igh ,- 
may re c e iv e  th e  VaHS BULLETIN 
(w ith membership) a t  $1 a 
y ear; re q u e s t on schoo l l e t t e r  
head p re fe r r e d .

- 1
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ESHL MEETING, con tinued :

Mr. J a re n  G. H orsley , 
C ura to r o f th e  R ep tile  
D iv is io n  a t  th e  N a tio n a l 
Z oo lo g ica l Park (NZP) de
f in e d  a h e rp e to lo g is t  as 
"anyone w ith  s u f f i c i e n t  
i n t e r e s t  in  am phibians o r 
r e p t i l e s  to  s tu d y  th e m ." 
He s a id  i t  was the  r e s 
p o n s ib i l i ty  o f am ateurs 
and p ro fe s s io n a l  a l ik e  to  
r e f r a in  from in d is c r im i
n a te  and non- e s s e n t i a l  
c o l le c t in g  and to  take  
w hatever s te p s  may be 
n ecessa ry  to  p re se rv e  the  
n a tu r a l  gene p o o ls . . . .

"Whenever p o s s ib le ,  s tu d y  
anim als in  t h e i r  en v iro n 
ment and r e tu rn  them to  
t h e i r  environm ent because 
o f inadequate  p o p u la tio n  
d a ta , we cannot p ro p e rly  
a sse ss  the  e f f e c t s  o f our 
co llec ting  on a p a r t i c u la r  
p o p u la t io n ."

Dr. W. L e s lie  Burger,VaHS 
cofounder and p a s t  p r e s i 
den t (1959-196^)w as.g u est 
l e c t u r e r .  He spoke on h is  
proposed r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
and arrangem ent o f p i t -  
v ip e r  genera o f E as te rn  
A sia and th e  W estern Hemi
sphere to  r e f l e c t  h is  
th eo ry  o f th e  e v o lu tio n  
and zoogeography o f th e se  
g ro u p s . We p la n  to  devote 
fu tu re  BULLETIN space to a 
tim e ly  message from Leslie 
Burger on h is  n e a r - fu tu re  
p la n s . He i s  a t  th e  U.S. 
N a tio n a l Museum o f N atu r
a l  H is to ry  (S m ith so n ian ). 
We wish he would rem ain 
in  th e  a re a  lo n g e r than  
h is  p re s e n t p lan s  i n d i 
c a te  .

Mr. Saul F r ie s s ,  NYHS, 
d e lig h te d  th e  ESHL m eet
ing  w ith  a  s l id e  t a lk  on 
h is  s u c c e ss fu l methods o f 
in cu b a tin g  and h a tch in g  
snake and o th e r  r e p t i l e  
eggs, th e  m ajor problems 
encountered  and how to  
cope w ith  them. Eggs a re  
removed on ly  from those  
a re as  where the  en v iro n 
ment was being  d estro y ed  
by b u lld o z e rs  and s im ila r  
c o n s tru c tio n  equipm ent. 
The h a tc h lin g s  a re  l a t e r  
re le a s e d  in  p ro p er n e a r 
by h a b i t a t s . A p o s te r  he 
showed b ea rin g  one o f h is  
photographs o f th re e  Pine 
snakes h a tch in g  was en 
t i t l e d -  "Three Good Eggs."  
I t  has been a h ig h ly  su c
c e s s fu l  e d u c a tio n a l a id  
in  New J e r s e y  and N.Y. in  
su p p o rt o f th e  New York 
H e rp e to lo g ica l S o c ie ty ’s 
co n se rv a tio n  program .

Of endangered sp e c ie s , 
H orsley s a id : "W ild life  •
i s  more im portan t th an  
s c i e n t i f i c  s tu d y . By a l l  
means, s tu d y  a box t u r t l e  
in  th e  woods, b u t th in k  
tw ice b e fo re  ta k in g  i t  
home. You don’t  r e a l l y  
know how many th e re  a re  
l e f t . "

See nex t column:

NEXT ESHL MEETING AT N.Y. 

STATEN ISLAND ZOO ON 

SATURDAY 3 MARCH 1973

EASTERN SEABOARD HERPETO
LOGICAL LEAGUE MEETS ON 
STATEN ISLAND, N.Y.,3 /3 /3

The nex t m eeting o f the  
E as te rn  Seaboard H erpeto
lo g ic a l  League (ESHL) is  
a t  New York’s S ta te n  I s 
lan d  Zoo. The d a te  i s  
I^.rch 3> 1973 (S a tu rd ay ). 
R e g is tr a tio n : 12:30 p.m .
and f i r s t  s e s s io n  a t  1:30 
p.m . w ith  a f te rn o o n  b reak  
and d in n e r schedu led . I t  
i s  hoped th a t  a number of 
VaHS members w i l l  be on 
hand. Hope to  see you on 
S ta te n  Is la n d  on 3 March I

Sponsoring th e  March ESHL 
m eeting a re  the  o f f i c e r s - 
and-raembers o f New York 
H e rp e to lo g ica l S o c ie ty  
(NYHS). VaHS members and 
f r ie n d s  have been ex ten d 
ed a p e rso n a l in v i ta t io n  
by Mr. David Hulmes, 
P re s id e n t o f N.Y.H.S.

The VaHS c o o rd in a to r  fo r  
ESHL a f f a i r s  i s :

Mr. Robert D. Jenn ings 
593^ Telegraph Road 
A lex an d ria , VA. 22310

Let Bob Jenn ings know i f  
you p la n  to  go, w hether 
you w i l l  be s ta y in g  fo r  
d in n e r (6:00 p .m .)nearby 
r e s ta u r a n t  invo lved) and 
i f  you have an item  fo r  
th e  program, as soon as 
you can . Thanks! FJT

SEE THE PRELIMINARY 
PROGRAM FOR THE ESHL 
MARCH 3 , 1973 MEETING 

ON BOTTOM OF P .10 .
OF THIS VaHS BULLETIN

Robert G. Tuck, ESHL co 
o rd in a to r ,  P re s id e n t o f 
Maryland H e rp e to lo g ica l 
S o c ie ty  (MdHS), and th e  
f i r s t  (c h a r te r )  member o f 
the  Maryland s e c t io n  o f 
VaHS (1958-1961) i s  le a v 
ing  th e  N a tio n a l Museum 
f o r  Teheran, I ra n , where -

FAREWELL! GOOD LUCK! TO 
OUR FRIEND BOB TUCK!

he w i l l  become th e  f i r s t  
C u ra to r in  Zoology f o r  
the  I ra n ia n  Department o f 
Environm ental Conserva
t io n  and w i l l  a s s i s t  in  
the  developm ent o f a new 
N a tu ra l H is to ry  Museum in  
th e  P e rs ia n  C a p ita l C ity . 
Bob has been a good VaHS

f r ie n d  in  the  D iv is io n  
o f R e p tile s  and Amphi
b ian s  and has kep t the  
VaHS BULLETIN p o s ted  on 
new specimens recorded  
and p re se rv ed  a t  USNM th a t  
were c o l le c te d  in  Va. We 
w i l l  miss Bob and wish 
him a l l  good lu ck  in  I r a n .
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" Received VaHS BULLETIN 
#66 some tim e ago and was 
very  in te r e s te d  in  th e  
m a te r ia l  concern ing  th e  
Ambystoma sa lam an d ers . I  
have been keeping n o te s  
on th i s  group s in ce  1936 
and am c o n tr ib u tin g  th e  
fo llo w in g  in fo rm atio n  on 
th e  Tennessee a n im a ls .

"I have been su p p ly in g  
Ambystoma eggs, m ainly  A. 
opacum, maculaturn, and t . 
tig rin u m  to  re se a rc h  l a b 
o r a to r ie s  f o r  30 y e a r s . I  
DO NOT o v e r-h a rv e s t them 
and have ponds t h a t  a re  
s t i l l  p roducing  eggs 
a f t e r  tw enty o r  more years.

" The eg g -lay in g  p e rio d s  
o f A. tig rin u m  and macu- 
latum  a re  lo n g e r in  t h i s  
s e c tio n  th an  in  any o th e r  
s e c tio n  o f th e  c o u n try  as 
f a r  as I  can determ ine . 
This is  no doubt due to  
w ea th e r--v e ry  changeab le; 
n e i th e r  tem pera tu re  nor 
r a i n f a l l  a re  uniform  over 
a very  la rg e  a r e a .

A. tig rin u m  beg ins la y in g  
eggs in  one o r  more 
ponds on o r about Dec. 2d 
and con tin u es  u n t i l  th e  
l a s t  o f February  in  o th e r  
ponds.

A. maculaturn s t a r t s  la y 
ing  in  th e  l a s t  week o f 
December a long  th e  A la 
bama -Tennessee s t a t e  l in e  
and co n tin u es  th rough  
Ite.rch in  n o rth  Tennessee.

Ambystoman

LETTERS, IDEAS, COMMENTS:

A. opacum k lay in g  season 
i s  s h o r te r  — about S ep t
ember 25 through O ct. 15.

"In th e  mountainous a re a s  
and in  the  n o rth e rn  
s t a t e s  th e  eg g -lay in g  
season f o r  A. maculaturn 
i s  s h o r t ,  u s u a lly  le s s  
th an  2 w eeks.

A. texanum i s  no t common, 
a t  l e a s t  in  m iddle Tenn., 
b u t I  have s e v e ra l  c o l 
le c t io n  reco rd s  f o r  w est
e rn  Tenn. There i s  a 
co lony  n ear here  in  a 
sm all rocky stream  th a t  
goes d ry  in  the  summer. 
Here, I  f in d  eggs ( f re s h )  
from January  to  ftkrch a t 
tach ed  to  the  u n d erside  
o f  f l a t  s to n es  n ea r c u r 
re n ts  . They must a t ta c h  
t h e i r  eggs to  leav es  and 
tw ig s , e t c . ,  in  w este rn  
Tennessee because th e re  
a re  no s to n es  on th e  
stream  o r  pond bo ttom s.

A. talpoideum  lay s  eggs 
m ostly  in  February  b u t ,  I  
have found f r e s h ly  l a id  
eggs in  e a r ly  March. In  
two ponds known to  me, 
they  a p p a re n tly  a re  neo- 
te n ic  ( r e ta in  l a r v a l  phy
s i c a l  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  i n 
to  m a tu r i ty ) .  At l e a s t  
some a r e . A h e rp e to lo g 
i s t  a t  A u stin  Peay S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity  p re se rv e d  a 
fem ale (showing th e  l a r 
v a l  form ) b u t c o n ta in in g  
e g g s . I  checked a shallow  
pond l a s t  y ea r in  June and 
e s tim a te d  th a t  i t  had a

p o p u la tio n  o f 3 to  ^ ,000  
la rv a e  30 to  50 mm in  
le n g th . I  have on ly  two 
reco rd s  o f A. j e f f e r s o n - 
ianum, bo th  from w este rn  
Tennessee. As f a r  as I  
know, th e se  a re  th e  on ly  
sp ec ie s  o f Ambystoma in  W. 
(w estern) T ennessee."

S in c e re ly ,

(D r.)  Glenn Gentry*
28l6  C o lo n ia l C irc le  
Donelson, Tenn. 3721^

*Dr. Glenn G entry i s  a 
member o f VaHS o f lo n g 
s tan d in g  and a id ed  i t ,  on 
s e v e ra l  o c ca s io n s , w ith  
encouragement and sound 
a d v ic e .

Enclosed w ith  the  c u r re n t  
is su e  o f VaHS BULLETIN is  
a  fo ld e r  from The U niver
s i t y  o f Kentucky P ress 
a d v e r t is in g  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
o f "T u rtles  o f th e  U nited 
S ta te s " by DjFT C arl H. 
E rn st o f George I^.son 
U n iv e rs ity  (F a ir fa x , V a.) 
and Dr. Roger H. Barbour 
o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Ken
tu ck y . We a re  h o pefu l 
th a t  th i s  book w i l l  have 
th e  success i t  d e se rv e s . 
While th e  p r ic e  may be 
"o u t-o f-re ac h "  f o r  some 
of th e  younger members, 
i t  i s  hoped th a t  those  
who can o b ta in  a copy 
w i l l  do so , o r recommend 
i t s  purchase to  your a re a  
(or sch o o l) l i b r a r i a n .

(the  mole salam anders)
ta lpo ideum  Mole Salamander (w estern  Tennessee) 
texanum Small-mouthed Salamander (not in  V a.) 
opacum lte.rbled Salamander (Va. s ta te w id e )
j effe rson ianum  J e f fe r s o n  Salamander (V irg in ia )  
maculatum S p o tted  Salamander (Va. s ta te w id e )

m--—~ Ooiarnsrider (Va, c o a s ta l  p la in )?
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JOURML OF HERPETOLOGY; 
October 1972 V o l.6 n o s .3 - 
1+ (Soc. fo r  th e  Study o f 
Amphibians and R e p ti le s )
pp . 209- 215:

Comparative Tolerance to  
D esicca tio n  in  th e  S a la 
manders Desmognathus f . 
fuseus and Desmogna th us o. 
ochrophaeus by M.A.Houck, 
and E.D. B e ilis ,, Dep’t  o f 
B iology, Pennsylvania  
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , U niver
s i t y  Park , Pa. 16802

In v e s t ig a t io n  concerns: 
th e  com parative to le ra n c e  
to  w ater lo s s  o f two r e 
la te d  sp ec ie s  o f p le th o -  
d o n tid  salam anders — th e  
n o rth e rn  dusky salam ander 
and the  A llegheny moun
t a in  salam ander. The i n 
v e s t ig a t io n s  shoved th a t  
th e  A llegheny m ountain 
salam ander has a m easura
b ly  g re a te r  to le ra n c e  to  
w ater lo s s  th an  n o rth e rn  
dusk ies perhaps p la y in g  a 
ro le  in  the  movement o f 
th e  A llegheny m ountain 
salam ander away from th e  
stream  m argins to  more 
t e r r e s t r i a l  h a b i t a t s .

con tinued  fromjcolumn one:

secondary sex u a l c h a rac 
t e r i s t i c s ,  tad p o le  form, 
m ating c a l l ,  and karo type 
(chromosomal p l o t ) ,  l i e  

w ith  Hypopachus, and not 
w ith  M icrohyla . C onsider
a t io n  i s  g iven  to  the  
5 sp ec ie s  o f the  genus.

Since you have shown an 
i n t e r e s t  in  the  VaHS, we 
a re  ask in g  you to  p a r t i 
c ip a te  more a c t iv e ly  in  
the  VaHS program in  1973• 
Provide th e  e d i to r  w ith  
news item s, b i t s  o f d a ta , 
no tes  on new p u b lic a tio n s  
o f d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  to  Va. 
f i e l d  h e r p e to lo g is ts .  Re
member your c o l le c t in g  
no tes on Va. specim ens!

For th o se  whose sup p o rt 
we s t i l l  'seek (those in  
a r r e a r s ,  o r  those  who a re  
no t y e t members) th e re  i s  
a membership renew al o r 
a p p l ic a t io n  b lank  and an 
envelope enclosed  fo r  
conven ience. HAPPY 1973-

YELLOW- BELLIED TURTLE 
RECORD VIRGINIA BEACH:

On September 18, 19^7* -ft 
y e l lo w -b e llie d  , t u r t l e  
(Chrysemys s_. s c r ip ta )  
n e s t  was uncovered by a 
plow n ear Long Is la n d , 
Back Eay Refuge, V a., in  
what was fo rm erly  P r in 
cess Anne coun ty , now 
VIRGINIA BEACH. A sp ro u t 
o f b e a rd g ra s s (Andropogon) 
had grown through th e  
p la s t ro n  o f  one develop
ing  t u r t l e  and emerged 
through th e  c a ra p a c e .
Though o th e r  e x te rn a l
fe a tu re s  appeared  norm al, 
s h ie ld s  were deformed
where the  g rass  h a d en te r
ed v e n t r a l ly  between the  
l e f t  abdom inal and fem or
a l  scu te s  and emerged b e 
tween the  ju n c tio n  o f the  
l e f t  th i r d  v e r te b r a l  and 
second and th i r d  c o s ta l s .  
The n e s t was d is tu rb e d  
g r e a t ly ,  b u t a p p a re n tly
th e  specimen had hatched  
as th e re  were no adhering  
egg rem ains. "To my know
ledge th i s  i s  th e  f i r s t  
defo rm ity  re p o r te d  due to  
d i r e c t  c o n ta c t o f v e g e ta 
t io n  on a y e llo w -b e llie d  
t u r t l e  em bryo." The item , 
c a r r ie d  in  HERPETOLOGICAL 
REVIEW fo r  O ctober 1972, 
Vol'.V, No.5, page 165, 
was w r i t te n  by Frank J f 
Turkowski, Dep’t  o f Zool
ogy, A rizona S ta te  U niv ., 
Tempe, A rizona 85281

(E d i to r 's  n o te )
Eecause o f the  e a r ly  date  
(19^7 )> we a re  reco rd in g  
th e  specim en, th e  fo u r th  
rec o rd  o f the  yellow - 
b e l l i e d  t u r t l e  in  Va. Any 
added reco rd s  welcomed.

JOURML OF HERPETOLOGY: 
J u ly  1972 V o l.6 No.2,SSAR 
pp . H I-1 3 7 :

System atic  S tu d ies  o f the  
North American M icrohylid  
Genus G astrophryne by 
C raig  E. N elson, Dep’t  o f 
Zoology, Ind iana  U niv ,, 
Bloomington, In d . !+7^01

The a f f i n i t i e s  o f G astro 
phryne, based on o s te o 
logy , a d a p ta tio n s  f o r  v 
myrmecophagy (an t e a tin g )
(con tinued  to p  o f column 2)

D r. J .  M ichael Jones has 
accep ted  a p o s i t io n  w ith  
Emory and Henry C o llege, 
Emory, Va. 21+327. With 
th i s  i s s u e ,  we a re  s t a r t 
ing to  p rov ide  him cop ies 
o f the  VaHS BULLETIN. He 
h as, a cco rd in g  to  HERPET
OLOGICAL REVIEW, re c e n tly  
com pleted a s tu d y  o f the  
e v o lu tio n a ry  changes in  
the  Bufo woodhousei and 
Bufo am ericanus popu la
t io n s  n e a r Bloomington, 
In d ia n a . .
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In  re c e n t years th e  Amer
ic a n  S o c ie ty  o f Ic h th y o l
o g is ts  and H e rp e to lo g is ts  
(ASIH), the  n a t io n ’s peak 
p ro fe s s io n a l  s o c ie ty  and 
p u b lis h e rs  o f COPEIA, has 
ex p ressed  concern  about 
th e  fu tu re  o f our fa u n a l 
h e r ita g e  . . . . I t  has v ig o 
ro u s ly  supported  th e  
Endangered Species A ct; 
pushed f o r  f e d e ra l  l e g i s 
l a t io n  to  p lace  th e  g a to r  
under i n t e r s t a t e  commerce 
p ro te c t io n ;  recommended 
g u id e lin e s  f o r  responsible 
conduct of re se a rc h  a c t i v 
i t i e s ,  e sp . as reg a rd s  
p ro cu rin g  anim als f o r  
re se a rc h ; and debated  . . .  
concern ing  in tro d u c tio n s  
o f e x o tic  sp ec ie s  w ith o u t 
adequate p re - in tro d u c t io n  
s tu d i e s . Yet, we s t i l l  
d is re g a rd  th e  danger s i g 
n a ls  th a t  have been r a i s 
ed . D espite  r e s o lu t io n s ,  
f l a g r a n t  d is re g a rd  f o r  
g u id e lin e s  i s  e v id e n t .

A spects o f th re e  o f th e  
re s o lu t io n s  a re  food f o r  
th o u g h t, so p le a s e , l e t  
th e  fo llo w in g  weigh on 
your c o n sc ie n c e s .

a )
D e lib e ra te  In tro d u c tio n s  
Recent new l o c a l i t y  r e c 
ords f o r  r e p t i l e s  in  some 
s t a t e s  a re  d i r e c t l y  t r a c 
eab le  to  the  dubious 
p le a su re s  o f having some 
in t r ig u in g  and i n t e r e s t 
in g  " ex o tic s"  e n liv e n in g  
th e  lo c a l  c o l le c t in g  
s c e n e . . . .  In tro d u c tio n  
n o t only  may flaw  our 
concep ts o f n a tu ra l  zoo- 
geographic d i s t r ib u t io n s ,

Dr. H arold A. Dundee 
Department o f B iology 

Tulane U n iv e rs ity  
New O rleans, LA 70118

Excerpted from October 
1972 He rp e to lo g ic a l  

Review (SSAR) ‘

b u t e s p e c ia l ly  th ey  may 
d is ru p t  normal ecosystem s 
to  th e  e x te n t t h a t  the  
n a tiv e  f lo r a  and fauna 
may be s e v e re ly  damaged.

(2 )
S c ie n t i f ic _____ C o lle c tin g
The encouragement o f s t u 
den t c o l le c t in g  to  aug
ment zoogeographic know
ledge o f  lo c a l  o r  s t a t e  
fau n as , which h a s , doubt
l e s s ,  b rought to  l i g h t  
v a lu ab le  specimens i s  
f ra u g h t w ith  p i t f a l l s  f o r  
th e  s c h o la r  who uses th i s  
d a ta . (O v e r-c o lle c tin g ) 
may decim ate lo c a l  faunas 
and, more im p o rtan tly , 
th e  award o f a grade 
c r e d i t  f o r  such c o l l e c t 
ing  may r e s u l t  in  d e l ib 
e ra te  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  o f 
c o l le c t in g  d a ta  by g rad e- 
conscious s tu d e n ts .

(E d i to r 's  n o te : VaHS was
once asked to  p rov ide  a 
sm all m onetary bounty  on 
new specimens to  d e fray  
th e  expenses o f a  young 
c o l l e c to r .  F o r tu n a te ly , 
th e  VaHS T reasury  has no t 
been so f a t  as to  tem pt 
us in to  such i l l - a d v is e d  
e f f o r t s . We d e c lin e d  and 
have had to  be c o n ten t 
w ith  v o lu n te e rs  1) FJT

(3 )
Commercial E x p lo ita t io n  
We have seen  an unprece
den ted  r i s e  in  am ateur 
c o l le c to r  en thusiasm  and 
th e  b u ild in g  o f i n s t i t u 
t i o n a l  c o l le c t io n s ,  and, 
con co m itan tly , a  g re a t  
r i s e  in  th e  number o f 
d e a le rs  t r a f f ic k in g  in  
specim ens. A ll too  o f te n  
th e  d e a le r s ,  encouraged 
by th e  h igh  p r ic e  th a t  
can be commanded f o r  r a re  
sp ec ie s  o f l im ite d  d i s t r i 
b u tio n , have made heavy 
in ro ad s  on those  a n im a ls . 
Such c ra ss  commercialism 
can le a d  to  ra p id  demise 
and e x t in c t io n  o f many 
sp ec ie s  long b e fo re  we 
a re  p rep ared  to  examine 
s ig n i f ic a n t  a sp e c ts  o f 
t h e i r  b io lo g ie s .

I t  would be to  th e  b e s t  
long-range o b je c t iv e s  o f 
s c i e n t i s t s  (and co n se rv a 
t i o n i s t s )  i f  th ey  would 
b o y co tt such d e a le rs  o r  
f o s t e r  a c t io n  f o r  s u i t a 
b le  lo c a l  o r f e d e ra l  laws 
to  r e s t r i c t  th e  a c t i v i t y .

I  know th a t  many o f u s , 
in c lu d in g  m yself, cou ld  
f in d  o u rse lv es  l iv in g  in  
th e  p ro v e rb ia l  g la ss  
h o u se . From co n v ersa tio n  
w ith  o th e r  h e rp e to lo g is ts  
I  am aware th a t  th e re  may 
be s trenuous o b je c tio n s  
to  ’p o l ic in g ’ o f our 
s c i e n t i f i c  endeavors, b u t 
we must face  th e  f a c t  
th a t  we can indeed e a s i ly  
be our own w orst enem ies.

Theme con tinued  on nex t 
page.
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NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS:

The S o c ie ty  f o r  S tudy o f 
Amphibians and R e p tile s  
(SSAR) a t  i t s  Lake Texoma 
m eeting in  August 1972, 
urged th e  concerned u n its  
o f th e  f e d e r a l  and s t a t e  
governments to  develop 
re g u la tio n s  p ro h ib i t in g  
th e  im p o rta tio n  o f amphi
b ian s  and r e p t i l e s  excep t 
f o r  le g it im a te  s c i e n t i f i c  
e d u c a tio n a l o r  z o o lo g ic a l 
d isp la y  o r^ s tu d y  purposes.

People who th in k  in  term s 
o f keeping  unusual o r 
" e x o t ic " r e p t i l e s  o r  am
p h ib ian s  and la rg e ly  
fo r  d isp la y  purposes a re  
no t tru e  am ateur h e rp e 
to lo g is t s  . The anim al i s  •

j u s t  an o th e r s ta tu s  sym
b o l.  P et shops, c a te r in g  
to  t h i s  o f f -b e a t  symptom 
o f our a f f lu e n t  s o c ie ty ,  
im port many thousands o f  
specimens from th e  sem i- 
t r o p i c a l  and e q u a to r ia l  
r e g io n s . Nkny o f th e se  
people p ro fe s s  to  be good 
c o n s e r v a t io n is t s . How
e v e r , growth o f s a le s  o f 
e x o tic  (South and C e n tra l 
American o r  A frican ) re p 
t i l e s  has th e  s c i e n t i s t s  
and tru e  c o n s e rv a tio n is ts  
ex trem ely  w o rried .

Whole a re as  a re  be ing  d e
p le te d  o f t h e i r  n a tu r a l  
an im al p o p u la tio n s  * to  
s a t i s f y  th e  demand. And, 
as long as th e re  i s  a d e 
mand th e re  w i l l  be an e f 
f o r t  made to  meet i t .  
I t  i s n ' t  to o  d i f f e r e n t  in

p r in c ip le  from a l l i g a t o r  
h id e s , o s t r ic h  fe a th e r s  
o r b i r d  o f p a ra d ise  plumes
f o r  l a d i e s ’ a c c e s s o r ie s .

• • . • . • t <* •

So f a r  as r e s u l t  goes ----
i t  removes the  anim als 
from th e  "gene p o o l"  j u s t  
as e f f e c t iv e ly .

At th e  end o f h is  s t a t e 
m ent, in  HERPETOLOGICAL 
REVIEW f o r  O ctober 1972, 
Dr. Dundee observed th a t :
" An e x t in c t  sp ec ie s  i s  
no t a  renewable re so u rc e . 
Thus, my p le a  t h a t  t h i s  
i s  th e  tim e f o r  us to  ex 
pose our consciences to  
th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f l i f e  and
to  re-exam ine our re so lv e .* . . ■ • • r ;•

(E d i to r ’s n o te :
Comments from VaHS re a d 
e rs  w i l l  be welcomed.)FT

HERPETOLOGICAL INFORMATION SEARCH SYSTEMS (HISS) HAS THREE NEW PUBLICATIONS: 
(in fo rm a tio n  on am phibians and r e p t i l e s  and r e la te d  f i e ld s  a t  th e  p r ic e s  n o te d .)

( l )  HISS: NEWS a b im onth ly  magazine beg inn ing  January  1973 (rep la c e s  HERPETOLOGI
CAL REVIEW a p u b lic a t io n  sponsored u n t i l  December 1972 by Soc. f o r  Study o f 
Amphibians and R e p ti le s )  w i l l  c o n ta in  news o f h e rp e to lo g y  and h e rp e to lo g is ts  
— i n s t i t u t i o n s , - ; s o c i e t i e s ,  m eetings, and o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s  r -  p lu s  observa
t io n s  on anatomy, cy to lo g y , eco logy , p hysio logy , c o n se rv a tio n , and geography.

(2) HISS: TITLES w i l l  appear fo u r  o r  f iv e  tim es a y e a r w ith  l i s t s  o f "C urrent 
h e rp e to lo g ic a l  t i t l e s "  t h a t  HISS has p rep a red  s in c e  1968 f o r  H e rp e to l.Review. 
About 4 ,000 c u r re n t  books and papers on a l l  a sp e c ts  o f  h e rp e to lo g y : biochem i
s t r y ,  embryology, ex p erim en ta l b io lo g y , a re  l i s t e d  each y e a r . Expanded c o v e r
age i s  prom ised in c lu d in g  im portan t c o n ten ts  o f h e rp e to lo g ic a l  jo u rn a ls .

(3) HERPETOLOGISTS’ YEARBOOK - -  a  compendium o f in fo rm atio n  on c u rre n t h e rp e to lo g y . 
Names and a d d re sses  o f  a c t iv e  h e rp e to lo g is ts  and t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a long w ith  
much b a s ic  d a ta  on am phibian and r e p t i l i a n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and b io lo g y .

Your s u b s c r ip t io n s  shou ld  be s e n t in  as soon as p o s s ib le  to  avo id  m issing  
th e  f i r s t  i s s u e s .  W rite : Dr. Herndon G. Dowling, D ire c to r  o f HISS,

f o r  pr ic e s  and o rd e r  form . American Museum o f N a tu ra l H is to ry  (AMNH)
C en tra l Park West a t  79 th  S t r e e t  
New York, New York . .  10024
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COLLECTING NOTES: SUSSEX

AND CAROLINE COUNTIES..

The f i f t h  re c o rd  f o r  th e  
s ta t e  o f th e  yellow - 
b e l l i e d  t u r t l e  (Chrysemys 
s .  s c r i p t a ) was c o l le c te d  
in  SUSSEX county n ea r th e  
SOUTHAMPTON county  l in e  
in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Wake
f ie ld ,,  Va. on June 10, *72.

The f i f t h  s t a t e  re c o rd  
was c o l le c te d  on a sunny 
day in  a ro ad sid e  d i tc h  
by David B r i t t l e ,  s tu d e n t 
l iv in g  in  W akefield , V a., 
and Mrs. Dale B r i t t l e  o f 
Bowling Green, V a., lo n g 
tim e VaHS member who has 
re p o rte d  re g u la r ly  on th e  
CAROLINE county  r e p t i l e s  
and am phib ians.

O ther y e l lo w -b e llie d  t u r 
t l e  specimen reco rd s  a re :  
Two from form er P rin ce ss  
Anne county (now V irg in ia  
Beach); one from NEW KENT 
county; (the  l a t t e r  was a 
reco rd  which was su p p lie d  
by Mr. N e il D. Richmond of 
Carnegie Museum); and one 
from Newport News, (found 
by LTJG Glen E ngeling , Va 
HS-B No. 6 2 ).

A common musk t u r t l e  
(S te rn o th eru s  o d o ra tu s ) 

was c o l le c te d  2 m iles  N. 
o f Dawn, CAROLINE coun ty , 
V a., n ear M ill Creek Br. 
o f Reedy Creek on R t. 301 
by Mrs. Dale B r i t t l e  on 
Ju ly  7, 1972. A c o lo r  
s l id e  o f each o f th e  
specimens has been p laced  
in  th e  VaHS 2 ” X 2" s l id e  
c o l le c t io n  to  back up th e  
re le a se d  specim ens. (More 
on th i s  program in  No.7 2 .)

COLLECTING NOTES: AMELIA

AND NOTTOWAY COUNTIES, VA.

Here a re  a  few o b serv a 
tio n s  on NOTTOWAY and 
AMELIA co u n tie s  1 h e rp e to - 
fau n a . Seventeen s p e c i
mens have been tu rn ed  
over to  Dr. Robert D. 
Ross a t  V irg in ia  Tech(VPI 
&SU) B lacksburg, Va.
A ll  o f th e se  sp ec ie s  were 
expected  to  occur in  th e  
c o u n tie s  b u t most had no t 
been backed up w ith  p r e 
served  specim ens.

The mole snake (Lampro
pe I t i s  £ . rhombom aculata) 
appears to  be th e  most 
common o f th e  k ing  snakes 
in  both  AMELIA and NOTTO
WAY co u n tie s  from re p o r ts  
and specimens b rought to  
my o f f ic e  and from my own 
o b s e rv a tio n s . The e a s t 
e rn  kingsnake (Lamprope1- 
t i s  g . g e tu lu s ) i s  by no 
means ra re  b u t d o esn ’t  
seem to  be as  w idespread  
o r  as numerous as the  
mole snake . R ecen tly , I  
was g iven  a l iv e  8" sp ec 
imen o f our r a r e s t  k in g - 
snake, th e  C o asta l P la in -  
Mi 11c Snake (Lam propeItis 
trian g u lu m  tem p o ra lis  J~. 
Although AMELIA county is  
alm ost in  th e  c e n te r  of 
th i s  s u b sp e c ie s ’ range, 
acco rd ing  to  Dr. C onant's  
F ie ld  Guide, th i s  s p e c i 
men’s p a t te r n  matches 
th a t  o f th e  s c a r l e t  k in g - 
snake . The re d , b la ck , 
and w hite bands com plete
ly  c i r c l e  th e  snake a long  
th e  whole le n g th  o f the 
body. A lso , th e re  a re  
on ly  19 s c a le  rows a t  mid 
body. I  hope to  g e t more

specimens to  see i f  th i s  
p a t te r n  is  ty p ic a l  in  th e  
AMELIA a re a .  Then perhaps 
w e’l l  know w hether th i s  
i s  an a b e r ra n t specim en, 
in  a p o p u la tio n  o f C oast
a l  P la in  Milk Snakes, o r  
a  member o f  an in te rg ra d e  
p o p u la tio n , o r even p o s
s ib ly  one o f a p o p u la tio n  
o f ty p ic a l  s c a r l e t  k in g - 
snakes . I  a ls o  wonder i f  
th i s  sn ak e ’s v e n t r a l  p a t 
te r n  m ight have changed 
as i t  go t o ld e r  so th a t  
bands would no lo n g e r en 
c i r c l e  the  body. Unfor
tu n a te ly ,  th e  snake d ied  
2 days a f t e r  swallow ing a 
newborn g a rte rsn ak e  (T. s_. 
s i r t a l i s ) .  I t  has been 
p rese rv ed  and w i l l  be de
p o s ite d  a t  VPI&SU w ith  
th e  o th e r AMELIA county  
m a te r ia l .
The sp o tte d  salam anders 
(Ambystoma maculatum) 
from AMELIA and NOTTOWAY 
were in te r e s t in g  f in d s  
co n sid e rin g  th a t  CHESTER
FIELD was the  on ly  o th e r  
county sou th  o f th e  James 
R iver fo r  which th e re  was 
a good re c o rd , acco rd ing  
to  the  a r t i c l e  on "Spring 
Research P ro je c t"  (VaHS-B 
No. 6 6 ) . The AMELIA 
specimen was found under 
a log  in  an oak f o r e s t  in  
which we a ls o  found the  
m arbled salam ander (A. 
opacum), dozens o f slim y 
salam anders (P lethodon g. 
g lu t in o s u s ) and a re d - 
s p o tte d  newt (N otophthal- 
mus v . v i r id e s c e n s ) and, 
in  a stream  th a t  runs 
through the  f o r e s t ,  sev e 
r a l  dusky salam anders 
(Desmognathus f . f u s c u s ) . 

A ll  were found w ith in  a 
few hundred y a rd s .
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_AMELIA and NOTTOWAY_c o n t * d :

Because o f th e  n a tu re  o f 
my job  (County E x tension  
Agent working w ith  4-H£rs 
and o th e r  you th) I  have 
c o n ta c t w ith  a  g re a t  many 
people, who „ wll^L .capture 4 
r e p t i l e s  and am phibians 
f o r  me. W ell over 100 
snakes were b rought to  me 
f o r  id e n t i f ic a t io n , ,  o r 
co n firm a tio n  o f i d e n t i f i 
c a t io n ,  d u ring  1972. 
Judging  from th e se  s p e c i
mens, th e  b la ck  r a t  snake 
appears to  be th e  most 
abundant snake in  AMELIA 
coun ty . They have ranged 
in  le n g th  from  o v e ra  fo o t 
to  over s ix  f e e t  and were 
caught in  b a rn s , basement, 
b i  rdhous e s , outhouse s ,
t r e e s ,  stum ps, swamps, 
and an amazing v a r ie ty  o f 
o th e r  p la c e s .  Farmers in  
th e  county g e n e ra lly  p ro 
t e c t  b lack  r a t  snakes and 
w i l l  even r e le a s e  them in  
barns to  c o n tro l  ro d e n ts . 
Next in  o rd e r  o f abund
ance , acco rd in g  to  my 
re c o rd s , a re  the  hognosed 
snake, e a s te rn  g a r te r ,  and 
n o rth e rn  w a ter sn ak e s .

O c ca s io n a lly ,' ‘ a' * rare" 
sp ec ie s  i s  brought in .  
One o f th e  f i r s t  snakes I  
saw from AMELIA was a 
s c a r l e t  snake (Cemophora 
c o c c in e a ) which had been 
found under a  flo w er p o t 
nex t to  a  gas s ta t io n !  
The ra re  Lamp rope I t  i s  
m entioned p re v io u s ly  was 
g iven  to  me by a ^-H ’e r  
who had caught i t  on h is  
farm . Only fo u r  sp ec ie s  
l i s t e d  as reco rd ed  o r ex 
p ec ted  from AMELIA coun
ty ,  acco rd in g  to  VaHS B. 
#38 have no t shown up y e t:

th e  rib b o n  sn ak e , mud 
snake, th e  rough e a r th  
snake and n o rth e rn  r in g -  
necked snake. A lso ,
th e re  have been s e v e ra l  
re p o r ts  o f snakes f i t t i n g  
th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  
co rn  snake (E. g u t t a t a ) 
Since AMELIA is  n ear t h a t  
spec ies*  ran g e , I  would 
a ls o  p lace  i t  on th e  l i s t  
o f "expecteds".

(Mr.) M ichael C lif f o rd  
County E x tension  Agent 
Amelia Court House, Va.

HENRICO COUNTY RECORD

E a ste rn  P a in te d  T u r tle  
(Chrysemys p ^  p i c t a ) w as. 
r e c e n t ly  reco rd ed  on VaHS 
d i s t r ib u t io n  maps. The 
s h e l l  (carapace and most 
o f the  p la s t r o n )  found a t  
L au re l Lake n ea r Glen A l
le n ,  V a., was p robab ly  
c lean ed  ou t by sm all mam
mals . A p o r t io n  o f th e  
p la s t ro n  was chewed away. 
The sh e ll-  was c o l le c te d  
e a r l i e r  in  1972 by Mr. 
B i l l  Hadley who i s  back 
in  the  a re a  from m i l i t a r y  
s e rv ic e  and on th e  p a ra 
m edical s t a f f  o f one o f 
th e  Richmond h o s p i t a l s .
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COLLECTING NOTES: AMHERST 
AND AUGUSTA COUNTIES, V/U

Specimens from th e  Va. 
c o u n tie s  in d ic a te d  were 
d e p o s ited  in  th e  U .S .- 
N a tio n a l Museum c o l le c 
t io n  (Sm ithsonian I n s t i 
t u t i o n )  " As* 1 follows*: *

Six re d -s p o tte d  newts 
(Notophthalmus v . v i r i -  
d e sc e n s ) c o l le c te d  by Dr. 
Ronald H. Pine on 31 Mky 
1969 in  AUGUSTA county  in  
sm all pond in  the  George 
W ashington N a tio n a l F or
e s t ,  n ear D e e rf ie ld , Va. 
USNM #19^,751 to  19^,756. 
A lso , a n o rth e rn  w ater 
snake (N a trix  s_. s ip ed o n ) 
found under rock  in  n e a r
by stream ; USNM #19^,757.

Four specimens o f the  Ap
p a la c h ia n  S ea l Salamander 
(Desmognathus m. m ontico- 
la )  c o l le c te d  by Dr. Pine
Tusnm #19^ ,759- 19^ 762) - -
from th e  w aters o f a c a s 
cade n ear Love, V a., in  
the  Geo.W ash.Natl F o re s t, 
AMHERST coun ty . Also 
found a t  th i s  s i t e  was a 
n o rth e rn  sp rin g  salam an
der (Gy rin o p h ilu s  p . p o r- 

. phyr i t i c u s  ). USNM#19^, 7^3 •

Four specimens o f the  ap - 
p a la c h ia n  s e a l  salam ander 
(D. m. m o n tico la ) from 
a sm all stream  n ear th e  
R if f le s  Overlook, Blue 
Ridge Parkway, GWNF, in  
AMHERST county , Va. (USNM 
# 194, 76^ to  19^ 767*)



VaHS BULLETIN No. 70 January -F eb ruary  1973

The h o lid a y  season was 
saddened f o r  a l l  i n t e r e s 
te d  in  h e rp e to lo g y  by the  
death  o f VaHS member 
Dr. James A rth u r Peters,, 
C u ra to r-in -ch a rg e  o f the  
U.S. N a tio n a l Museum's 
D iv is io n  o f R e p tile s  and 
Amphibians (Sm ithsonian 
I n s t i t u t i o n )  W ashington, 
D.C.

Dr. P e te rs  was one o f the  
to p  men in  h is  f i e l d .  His 
in te r e s t s  were in  th e  
f i e ld s  o f zoogeography o f 
r e p t i l e s  and am phibians, 
and sy stem a tic  zoology.

Dr. P e te rs  p io n eered  in  
th e  a p p l ic a t io n  o f com
p u te r  techno logy  to  s y s 
tem atic  zoology and 
museum c u r a to r i a l  o p e ra 
tio n s  . He was th e  au th o r 
o f more th an  100 s c i e n t i 
f i c  p a p e rs , among them, a 
c la s s ic  on g e n e t ic s (1959) 
which i s  used in  c o lle g e  
c o u rs e s . His p u b lish ed  
works inc lu d e  "A D ic tio n 
a ry  o f H erpeto logy"(1964) 
and "Catalogue o f th e  
N eo tro p ica l Squamata" C7D) 
p u b lish ed  by th e  Sm ith
so n ian  I n s t i t u t i o n .  His 
i n t e r e s t  d a ted  from high

IN MEMORY OF . . .

JAMES ARTHUR PETERS 
(1922 - 1972)

schoo l y e a r s . At age 17, 
he a tte n d e d  a m eeting o f 
th e  American S o c ie ty  o f 
Ich th y o lo g is ts^ - and Her
p e to lo g is ts  (ASIH), and 
was a c t iv e  in  t h a t  group 
over th e  y e a rs , l a t e r  be
coming i t s  S e c re ta ry  and 
i t s  P re s id e n t.

He a tte n d e d  m eetings o f 
th e  VaHS h e ld  a t  Camp 
Monocan, n ear N e lly sfo rd , 
V a., and j o i n t  m eetings 
o f VaHS and MdHS a t  the  
N a tio n a l Z o o lo g ica l Park , 
W ashington, D.C. He, l ik e  
h is  p re d e ce sso r, th e  l a te  
D oris M. Cochran, was a 
good f r ie n d  o f VaHS. Dr. 
P e te rs  was an acknowledged 
e x p e r t on th e  r e p t i l e s  
and am phibians o f Ecuador 
where he se rv ed  as a F u l- 
b r ig h t  P ro fe sso r  a t  the  
C en tra l U n iv e rs ity  in  
Quito in  1956-1959* Dr. 
P e te rs  came to  th e  Sm ith
so n ian  in  February  1964, 
ta k in g  a p o s i t io n  which 
le d  to  th e  c u ra to rsh ip .

He was S e c re ta ry  o f the  
S o c ie ty  f o r  System atic  
Zoology a t  th e  tim e of 
h is  d ea th , and a member 
o f many o th e r  s c i e n t i f i c  
s o c i e t i e s .
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The d ea th  o f Dr. James A. 
P e te rs , c u ra to r - in -c h a rg e  
o f th e  D iv is io n  o f Rep
t i l e s  and A m phibians,U .S. 
N a tio n a l Museum o f N atur
a l  H is to ry  (Sm ithsonian 
I n s t i tu t io n )  ended a t  age 
50 a sp len d id  c a re e r  as 
one o f the  o u ts ta n d in g  
h e rp e to lo g is ts  o f our 
tim e and plunges us a l l  
in to  d eep est sorrow .

Dr. P e te rs  p u b lish ed  over 
100 s c i e n t i f i c  p a p e rs ,
in c lu d in g  h is  d o c to ra l
th e s i s  (U n iv e rs ity  o f 
M ichigan, 1952) on th e  
taxonomy and sy s tem a tic s  
o f snakes o f su b -fam ily  
D ipsadinae; A lso , he com
p le te d  work on Ecuador
ia n  fro g s  o f th e  genus 
A telopus s h o r t ly  b e fo re  
h is  f i n a l  i l l n e s s .

Dr. P e t e r s ’ c o n s ta n t and 
co n tin u ed  i n t e r e s t  in  
re g io n a l s o c ie t ie s  was 
m an ifested  in  h is  ho ld ing  
two "open h o u ses" a t  the  
Sm ithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  
in  1965 and 1966, and h is  
s e t t in g  up an exchange 
w ith  v a rio u s  groups fo r  
t h e i r  b u l le t in s  and news
l e t t e r s ,  thus g iv in g  the  
N a tio n a l Museum f a i r l y  
com plete s e ts  o f s ta t e  
s o c ie ty  m a te r ia l .

(cu t a long d o tte d  l in e )  • (de tach)

DIRECTIONS TO THE STATEN ISIAND (N.Y.) ZOO

New J e r s e y  Turnpike i s  reached  from 1-95 and 
the  Delaware Memorial B ridge . Take N .J . TPK 
to  EXIT 13, STATEN ISIAND EXPRESSWAY (1-278).
E ast on #278 about 4 to  5 m iles from G oethals 
Bridge t o l l  p la z a  to  Hylan Blvd.-Richmond Rd., 
e x i t .  E x it to  t r a f f i c  l i g h t  and th en  tu rn  l e f t  
in to  Clove Rd. Proceed North on Clove Road to  
Broadway (1 .5  m ile s )  B'way i s  a r ig h t-h a n d  fo rk .
Zoo i s  on l e f t  s id e  in  second b lock  on B’way.
Park on th e  s t r e e t  w herever p o s s ib le .  I f  you 
m iss B'way fo rk , take  Glenwood P lace (one-way) 
to  r ig h t  u n t i l  l e f t  tu rn  onto  Broadway one 
b lock  from th e  main en tran ce  o f th e  Zoo.

P r o T  n T > n rry > Q r«  n n  +V10 V\a r\-F +Vi*? c -no  f r o
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THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL 
Ronald F is h e r  $4.25 
(N ationa l Geographic Soc) 

W ashington, D.C. 20036

F u ll- tim e  and p a r t- t im e  
n a t u r a l i s t s ,  h ik e r s ,  geo
lo g is t s  and h is to r ia n s  
w i l l  en joy  th i s  new v o l
ume in  th e  GEOGRAPHIC’S 
s p e c ia l  p u b lic a tio n s
s e r i e s .  E xperiences on 
th e  t r a i l  from G eorgia to  
ftkine (a long s e c t io n  o f 
i t  l i e s  in  V irg in ia )  w ith  
photographs by th e  au tho r.

The m a je s tic  v iew s, f lo r a  
and fau n a , geology, and 
more re c e n t h is to r y ,  p lus, 
make th i s  a "m ust'’ fo r  
anyone in te r e s te d  in  the  
o u t-o f -d o o rs .

THE FENCE LIZARD: A CYCLE 
o f SEASONS L u c ille  T ro st 
$4.25 Addison-W esley Pub
l i s h in g  C o .,In c . ,  Reading, 
Ifessach u se tts  OI867

A seaso n -b y -seaso n  a c 
count o f fence l i z a r d  
o r  " sw if t"  a c t i v i t i e s .  A 
fem ale fence l i z a r d ’s ex 
is te n c e  from b i r t h to  egg- 
la y in g . The s tru g g le  fo r  
s u rv iv a l  a g a in s t  th e  n a t 
u r a l  environm ent: tem per
a tu r e ,  moisture, p re d a to rs . 
I t  cou ld  le ad  to  g re a te r  
i n t e r e s t  in  s tu d y in g  the  
l i f e  h a b its  o f o th e r  le s s  
well-known r e p t i l e s  o r 
am phibians c lo se  a t  hand.

SEND IN ITEMS-OF-INTEREST

ITEMS _ 0F ^INTEREST

SUNDAY STAR (WASH.,D.C.) :  
26 November 1972 An a r t i -  
c le  by s t a f f  w r i te r  John 
F ia lk a  s ta te d  in  p a r t :

" in  th e  Back Bay N a tio n a l 
W ild life  Refuge, lo c a te d  
below V irg in ia  Beach (the 
a re a  was fo rm erly  p a r t  o f 
PRINCESS ANNE county) the  
sand has become compacted 
from the  a lm ost c o n s ta n t 
t r a f f i c  o f dune buggies 
and fo u r  wheel d riv e  v e 
h ic le s  . The im pact o f 
th e  v e h ic le s ,  re p o r te d ly , 
has caused d isappearance  
o f th e  loggerhead  t u r t l e s  
t h a t  once l a id  t h e i r  eggs 
a long  th e  beach . Some of 
the  I n t e r io r  Department 
o f f i c i a l s  b e lie v e  the  
sand has become too  com
p a c t fo r  th e  t u r t l e s  to  
d ig . O thers th in k  i t ’s 
j u s t  th e  t r a f f i c .  'T hat 
t u r t l e  j u s t  g e ts  ready  to  
la y  an egg when she sees 
an o th er v e h ic le  com ing ,’ 
commented one o f f i c i a l . "

VIRGINIA WILDLIFE magazine 
A p ril  1972 noted  th a t  the  
re fuge  manager a t  Back 
Bay N a tio n a l W ild life  Re
fuge i s  Mr. Dennis F .H ol
lan d . He serv es  as man
ag er f o r  th re e  a re a s :  
Back Bay NWR: 8,523 a c res  
lo c a te d  n ear P rin cess  
Anne; Fisherm ans Is la n d  
NWR: 1,000 a c re s  a t  th e  N 
end o f th e  Chesapeake Bay 
B ridge-Tunnel (NORTH
AMPTON county , V a .j; and 
Mac Kay Is la n d : 6 ,82  4 a c re s  
n ear K notts Is la n d  in  N.C.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC: 
November 1972 (Vol. 1*4-2, 
No.5) PP. 633-650 
G o lia th s  o f th e  Galapagos 
by C raig  M acFarland. . . 
Ecuador’s Galapagos Islands 
l i e  600 m iles  W. o f South 
Am erica. A ncestors o f the  
a rc h ip e la g o ’s to r to i s e s  
may have d r i f t e d  th e re  on 
clumps o f v e g e ta tio n  d i s 
gorged from r iv e r s  o f the  
c o n tin e n t .  Eleven o f  l4  
su b sp ec ies  su rv iv e . A map 
shows e x t in c t  groups and 
endangered groups and the  
homes o f le s s - th r e a te n e d  
g ro u p s . C ontains much on 
th e  l i f e  s ty le  and e c o lo 
gy o f th e  Galapagos Tor
to is e s  . Even though th i s  
i s  s t r e tc h in g  th e  e d i 
t o r i a l  l im i ts  (only  Va. 
m a te r ia l)  more th a n  e v e r , 
th i s  a r t i c l e  has much to  
recommend i t  to  V irg in ian  
read e rs  o f VaHS BULLETIN.

REPTILE SCIENCE ASSEMBLY 
KIT (RENWAL models)

Assembly k i t  c o n ta in s :

A l l ig a to r ,  Box T u r tle , 
Chuckwalla, Leopard Frog, 
R a ttle sn a k e , and Red E f t .  
A ll  a re  c a s t  from l iv e  
specimens su p p lie d  by th e  
American Museum o f N atur
a l  H is to ry  and th e  N.Y. 
Z o o lo g ica l S o c ie ty  (Bronx 
Zoo). P la s t ic  models a re  
f o r  assem bly and s tu d y . 
K it in c lu d es  an a u th o r i 
t a t iv e  handbook i l l u s t r a 
te d  in  c o lo r  and w r i t te n  
in  p o p u la r s t y l e .($ 5 •95)
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EASTERN SEABOARD HERP.ET0IOGICAL LEAGUE MEETING PROGRAM:SATURDAY, MARCH 3 , 1973,

12:30 REGISTRATION 
1:30 In tro d u c tio n : C arl

K auffe ld , D ire c to r  and 
C u ra to r o f R e p t i le s ,  The 
S ta te n  Is la n d  (N.Y.) Zoo. 
1 :30 -4 :14  fo llo w in g :
Dr. Herndon G. Dowling & 
Mr. I tz ch ak  G ilboa --"The 
New Look a t  HISS (AMNH)."

Dr. James D. Anderson, 
P ro fe sso r  o f Z o o lo g y ,(N .J) 
Rutgers U n iv e rs ity , "An 
O utline  f o r  S tu d ies  o f 
th e  Bog T u r t le ."

Dr. L e s te r  E. H a rr is , J r .  
VaHS, Head B iology D e p 't, 
Columbia Union C o lleg e ,o n  
"The Galapagos A fte r  Dar
w in" (see to p  r ig h t  c o l . )

4:15 Break f o r  view ing 
th e  r e p t i l e  c o l le c t io n .  
Followed by d in n e r a t  a 
lo c a l  r e s ta u r a n t .
6 :30  p.m . Tuck on ESHL. 
R obert L. B randner, NYZS, 
NYHS,"Conservation P rac 
t i c e s  in  the  J e r s e y  Pine 
B arre n s ."

W illiam  & Donna Marvel,Md 
HS, "Western T e r r e s t r i a l  
and A quatic G arterem akes"

M ichel Klemens,CtHS,"Tor
to is e s  o f th e  W o rld ." NY
HS w i l l  supp ly  a Kodak 
C arro u se l p ro je c to r  i f  
you w ish to  p re s e n t a 
s l id e  t a lk  and p repare  
your t r a y  ahead o f tim e .

Don’t  F o rget: 3 March ’73 
See You a t  the  S ta te n  
Is la n d  Zoo! ......................


