
VIRGINIA HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY BULLETIN No. SEVENTY-ONE___________________________  ■________  - ■; c

f ).

On W ashington’s B irth d ay , 
1973 j th e  Union Camp Corp. 
p re sen te d  a  ^ 9, 097-ac re  
p o r t io n  o f th e  G reat D is
mal Swamp to  th e  D epart
ment o f th e  I n t e r io r  as a 
w i ld l i f e  re fu g e . The p a r t  
i s  e n t i r e ly  w ith in  V ir
g in ia ,  a lth o u g h  th e  G reat 
Dism al Swamp . ex tends 
in to  Nortn C a ro lin a .

The i n i t i a l  in h a b i ta n ts - -  
the  Nansemond In d ia n s - -  
were s c a t te r e d  b e fo re  the  
l8 0 0 ’s .  The G reat Dismal 
Swamp i s  one o f the  l a s t  
w ild e rn ess  a re a s  on th e  
e a s te rn  seaboard .

The refuge  c e n te rs  upon 
Lake Drummond, named f o r  
th e  f i r s t  c o lo n ia l  Gover
nor o f North C a ro lin a .

Around the  lake a re  heavy 
th ic k e ts  which inc lude  
swamp maple and cypress 
th e  l a t t e r  hung w ith  moss 
g iv in g  th e  in n e r re c e sse s  
a m ysterious a u ra .

George W ashington c a l le d  
th e  swamp a "g lo rio u s  
p a ra d is e " b u t s e t  about 
d ra in in g  i t  f o r  p o ss ib le  
a g r i c u l tu r a l  u s e . Remain
ing  from h is  e f f o r t  i s  a 
5 -m ile long c a n a l from 
the  w este rn  edge o f the  
swamp to  Lake Drummond 
—W ashington’s D itch .

j

The G reat Dismal Swamp 
once may have covered an 
a re a  o f 2200 square  m iles 
o r m ore. Human e f f o r t s  
to  co n v ert i t  to  farm ing 
land  have reduced th i s  to  
le s s  th an  1000 s q .m ile s .

Lumbering, in  the  e a r l i e r  
days, removed th e  swamp's 
o r ig in a l  g re a t s tan d s  o f 
cyp ress and ju n ip e r ,  b u t 
i t s  remnants s t i l l  c o n s ti
tu te  a w ild e rn ess  o f dark  
brown w ater and abundant 
p la n t  and anim al l i f e .

. ■* ■ ! * 
For y e a rs , c co n se rv a tio n -
minded in d iv id u a ls  and 
o rg a n iz a tio n s  have f e l t  
th a t  th e  swamp ought to  
be saved f o r  i t s  o u ts ta n 
ding  s c e n ic , s c i e n t i f i c ,  
and h i s to r i c  w orth . Many 
p ro p o sa ls  had been advan
ced , b u t u n t i l  r e c e n tly , 
n o th in g  was done about i t .

In  1972, the  92d Congress 
passed  an Act re q u ir in g  
the S e c re ta ry  o f th e  I n 
t e r i o r  to  s tu d y  th e  swamp 
to  see what ought to  be 
done. P ublic  hearin g s  
b rought co n sid e rab le  sup
p o r t  f o r  i t s  p ro te c t io n .  
Then, in  m id-January  '73 
Union Camp, a  la rg e  wood- 
p roducts  c o rp o ra tio n  own
ing  n e a r ly  50*000 a c re s , 
made p u b lic  th e  g i f t c f i t s

swamp ho ld ings to  The Na
tu re  Conservancy, A rlin g 
to n -b ased  land  co n serv a
t io n  o rg a n iz a tio n  (see 
VaHS ) .  Union Camp 
in d ic a te d  th a t  i t ,  and 
The N ature Conservancy 
foresaw  e v en tu a l t r a n s f e r  
o f th e  g i f t  to  th e  D epart
ment o f the  I n t e r io r  fo r  
a d d it io n  to  the  N a tio n a l 
W ild life  Refuge system .

Most c o n s e rv a tio n is ts  
a re  d e lig h te d  w ith  the  
tu rn  o f e v e n ts . I f  a l l  
goes w e ll th e  p ro te c te d  
a re a , one day, may even 
be la rg e r  th an  a t  p re sen t.

The donated la n d s , va lued  
a t  12.6 m il l io n  d o l la r s ,  
a re  in  f in e  c o n d itio n  fo r  
Union Camp in  p a s t  years  
has managed i t s  ho ld ings 
in  th e  swamp a t  an  unusual 
le v e l  o f co rp o ra te  care  
and r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .

A unique fe a tu re  o f the  
lake i s  i t s  e le v a tio n  - -  
17 f e e t  h ig h e r th an  sea - 
le v e l  and a few below the  
surround ing  t e r r a i n .

An o b so le te  le g  o f the  In 
t r a c o a s ta l  Waterway (the  
o ld  Dismal Swamp C anal) 
passes  through the  easte rn  
s e c to r  o f the  swamp. I t ' s  
p rov ided  w ith  locks a t the  
ends and o p e ra te s  on Lake 
Drummond w a te r .

PORTION OF THE GREAT DISMAL SWAMP
TO BECOME A NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE’ (con tinued  on nex t page)

The VaHS BULLETIN and PROGRAMS a re  a  n o n -p ro f i t ,  s c ie n c e - in fo rm a tio n  a c t i v i t y .

VaHS BUT,LET IN i s  a n e w s le tte r  
ap p earin g  a t  l e a s t  s ix  tim es 
a y e a r . I t s  pages a re  open 
fo r  a r t i c l e s  o r comment on 
to p ic s  r e la te d  to  V irg in ian  
h e rp e to lo g y . The p r in c ip a l  
a c t i v i t y  i s  th e  s ta t e  survey 
o f r e p t i l e s  and am phib ians.
(Revised l i s t  a v a ila b le  soo n .)

VaHS BULLETIN is  s e n t ,  g r a t i s , 
to  V irg in ia 's  u n iv e r s i ty  and 
c o lle g e  b io lo g y , zoology, and 
n a tu ra l  sc ien ce  d e p a rtm en ts .. 
Science and b io lo g y  te ac h e rs  
(high schoo l o r ju n io r -h ig h ) - -  
may re c e iv e  the  VaHS BULLETIN 
(w ith f u l l  membership) a t  $1 a 
year; re q u e s t on schoo l l e t t e r  
head p re fe r re d .
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GREAT DISMAL SWAMP (con tinued)

O peration  o f e i th e r  lo ck  CHECKLIST. OF AMPHIBIANS 
d ra in s  3 m il l io n  g a llo n s  AND REPTILES OF THE
o f w ater from th e  la k e . GREAT DISMAL 'SWAMP
Drummond w ater i s  the  
swamp’s l i f e - b lo o d .  I t
has been suggested  th a t  L is t  (by s tan d a rd  common
sh o r t  b o a t ra ilw a y s , used name) o f th e  r e p t i l e s  and
a t  m arinas around th e  U.S. am phibians reco rded  f o r
be in s t a l l e d  a t  th e  locks th e  V irg in ia  p o r t io n  o f
to  l i f t - o r  lower b o a ts  a t  the  G reat Dismal Swamp,
the  end o f th e  c a n a l.
These would accommodate 
b o a tin g  p a r t i e s  fo r  
r e c re a t io n .  No i n t r a 
c o a s ta l  t r a f f i c  goes th a t  
ro u te . -The im portance o f 
the  Dismal Swamp Canal 
dwindled a f t e r  th e  s h o r t 
e r  Chesapeake and A lbe
m arle c an a l was completed.

While th e  swamp has been 
o v e r -c o lle c te d  by am ateur 
and p ro fe s s io n a l  h e rp e to 
l o g i s t s ,  th e re  a re  s t i l l  
a few sp ec ie s  expected
th e re  which may have
eluded  c o l l e c t o r s . There 
a re  two o r th re e  sp ec ie s  
fo r  which ’’s ig h tin g s "  o r 
l i t e r a t u r e  reco rd s  e x i s t ,  
b u t which la ck  th e  p ro p e r 
back-up of a good c o lo r  
pho to , o r the  t r a d i t i o n a l  
p re se rv ed  specimen in  an 
e s ta b lis h e d  s c i e n t i f i c  
c o l le c t io n  (known toVaHS),

I f  you have knowledge of 
a d d i t io n a l  specimens th a t  
have been c o l le c te d  in  
the  G reat Dism al Swamp, 
p le a se  pass a long  such 
in fo rm atio n  to  VaHS. Any 
d a ta  should  in c lu d e  the  
d e p o s ito ry  name o r pho to .

Salamanders r

Marbled Salamander 
Two-toed Amphiuma 
Southern  Dusky S a la 

mander
Red-backed Salamander 
Slimy Salamander 
G rea te r S ire n  
M any-lined Salamander

Frogs and Toads:

Southern  C ric k e t Frog 
Southern  Toad 
F ow ler’s Toad 
Oak Toad

E.Narrow-mouthed Frog

Green T reefrog  
N orthern  Spring Peeper 
Pine Woods T reefrog  
S q u ir re l  T reefrog  
Gray T reefrog  
B rim ley ’s Chorus Frog

B u llfro g
N orthern  Green Frog 
P ic k e re l  F ro g 1 
Southern  Leopard Frog 
C arpen ter Frog 
E as te rn  Spadefoot

iCM;

T u r t le s :
(see VaHS B#57-58, 1 9 6 8 )

Common Snapping T u rtle  
E as te rn  P a in ted  T u rtle  
S po tted  T u rtle  
E as te rn  Mud T u rtle  
S tin k p o t
E aste rn  Box T u rtle

•-1 <• 1 ? 1 l '! ;iu.
L iz a rd s :

(see VaHS B//67- 68, 1972)

Green Anole 
F iv e - l in e d  Skink 
S .E . F iv e - l in e d  Skink 
Broad-headed Skink 
Ground Skink 
E. S lender G lass L izard  
N orthern  Fence L izard

Snakes: + (poisonous)

N orthern  Copperhead + 
E as te rn  Cottonmouth + 
Canebrake R a t t le s n a k e .+ 
E as te rn  Worm Snake 
N orthern  Black Racer 
Southern  Ringneck Snake 
Black Rat Snake 
E as te rn  Mud Snake 
E . Hog-nosed•Snake 
E as te rn  Kingsnake 
C o as ta l P la in  Milk 

Snake X S c a r le t  King 
Snake ( in te rg ra d a tio n )  

R ed -b e llied  W ater Snake 
N orthern  Water Snake 
Brown Water Snake 
Rough Green Snake 
N orthern  Brown Snake 
N orthern  R ed -b e llied  S. 
E as te rn  Ribbon Snake 
E as te rn  G arte r Snake 
E as te rn  E arth  Snake
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About 250 from th e  e a s t  
c o as t a tte n d e d  th e  second 
E as te rn  Seaboard H erpeto- 
lo g ic a l  League m eeting a t  
th e  S ta te n  Is la n d , (N .Y .) 
Zoo on March 3> 1973* The 
f i r s t  m eeting was a t  th e  
Columbia Union C ollege in  
Takoma Park , M i., on 29th  
October 1972.

VaHS e d i to r  r e g re ts  th a t  
the  l a s t  b u l l e t i n  was la te  
in  g e t t in g  th e  announce
ment to  a l l  members in  
time fo r  them to  make th e  
e v en t. The nex t m eeting , 
to  o f f s e t  th e  p a s t  s h o r t  
n o tic e , i s  in  P h i la d e l
p h ia , P a .,  on 27 O ctober 
1973^  M arkjyour c a le n d a r^

C arl K auffe ld , D ire c to r  
o f the  S ta te n  Is la n d  Zoo, 
who has been reco v e rin g  
from a severe  i l ln e s s ,  was 
unable to  be p re s e n t to  
g re e t  the  assem blage. Mr, 
David Hulmes, P re s id e n t 
o f the  N .Y .H erp e to lo g ica l 
S o c ie ty , opened th e  m eet
ing  and in tro d u ced  Mr.Eob 
Z a p p a lo rti o f th e  S ta te n  
Is la n d  Zoo s t a f f  who read  
a l e t t e r  »of g re e tin g s  
from C arl K au ffe ld . Mr. I .  
G ilboa and Dr. Herndon 
Dowling o f th e  H erpeto- 
lo g ic a l  (HISS) In fo rm a tio n  
Search System in tro d u ced  
the  new HISS p u b lic a t io n s  
--HISS: NEWS,HISS: TITLES 
and H e rp e to lo g is ts ' Year
book. (See o rd e r fo rm .)

A p ril  -

EASTERN SEABOARD HERPETO- 
LOGICAL LEAGUE MEETING
AT STATEN ISLAND ZOO

Dr. J .  D. Anderson o f
R utgers - - th e  S ta te  Uni
v e r s i ty  (New Brunswick, 
and Newark, N .J .)  p re se n 
te d  an "O utline f o r  Study 
o f  th e  Bog T u r t le " which 
co u ld  be adap ted  to  cover 
o th e r  v a r i e t i e s  o f amphi
b ian s  o r  r e p t i l e s .  Study 
i s  made over the  s p e c ie s ’ 
ran g e . At is su e  a re  such 
q u e s tio n s  as "What l im i t s  
a  sp e c ie s? "  He p rov ided  a 
f i e l d  s tu d y  o u tl in e  which 
VaHS w i l l  p re se n t in  t h i s  
is su e  o f VaHS BULLETIN.

D r. L e s te r  E. H a rr is , J r .  
s o le  VaHS member on th e  
program  (see VaHS-B#70), 
gave a most f a s c in a t in g  
c o lo r  s l id e  t a lk  on h is  
ex p erien ces  in  th e  
Galapagos I s la n d s . He, 
and 18 b io lo g y  s tu d e n ts , 
w i l l  v i s i t  the  Galapagos 
Is la n d s  in  l a t e  sp r in g  
and r e tu rn  in  tim e to  be 
in  se s s io n  a t  th e  Colum
b ia  Union B io lo g ic a l S ta 
t io n ,  H e ad w a te rs , V a .,in  
siommer, 1973*

See bottom  o f page 10, 
VaHS BULLETIN No. 70, f o r  
S ta te n  Is la n d  Zoo program.

D on 't f o rg e t  th e  n ex t 
ESHL m eeting in  P h i la 
d e lp h ia  _on 27_October_|73_

O thers on th e  program 
p re se n te d  e x c e lle n t  ta lk s .

May 1973

Among th e se  was the  c o lo r  
s l id e  p re s e n ta t io n  on th e  
"Western T e r r e s t r i a l  and 
A quatic G a rte rsn a k e s" by 
Mr. W illiam  and Mrs.Donna 
ftk rvel — on th e  p ra c t ic e  
o f g a r te rsn a k e s  fThamno- 
p h is ) o f ta k in g  th e  p lace  
o f w ater snakes (N a tr ix ) 
where th e  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  
o f t h a t  genus a re  a b se n t, 
as over much o f  the  West.

To:
CARL KAUFFELD, DIRECTOR 
and CURATOR o f  REPTILES, 
THE STATEN ISLAND ZOO..

We, the  members o f the  Va 
H e rp e to lo g ica l S o c ie ty , 
w ish to  thank you and th e  
s t a f f  f o r  the  o p p o rtu n ity  
to  meet w ith  o th e r  s ta t e  
s o c ie t ie s  o f the  e a s te rn  
seaboard  a t  th e  e x c e lle n t  
f a c i l i t i e s  o f the S ta te n  
Is la n d  Zoo. This was a 
g re a t  e d u c a tio n a l oppor
tu n i ty  and those  o f us 
who were ab le  to  make th e  
t r i p  were d e lig h te d  w ith  
every  a sp e c t o f  the  v i s i t .

We w ish you th e  b e s t  and 
hope th a t  you a re  now 
fe e l in g  b e t t e r .

On b e h a lf  o f the  VaHS 
membership

F ran k lin  J .  T o b ey ,Jr. 
VaHS S e c re ta ry
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ESHL MEETING NOTES con tinuedi -----------------------------
SINGLE^ _SPECIES___STUDYj_

Dr. James D. Anderson, 
Rutgers U n iv e rs ity , New 
J e r s e y . .

A s tu d y , in  dep th , o f a 
s in g le  sp ec ie s  ( e .g . ,  the  
S p o tted , Wood, o r Bog 
t u r t l e )  i s  done over the  
e n t i r e  sp ec ie s  ran g e . 
Q uestions to  be answered 
r e la te  to  th e  op tim al (or 
b e s t)  .h a b i ta t  and the  
normal h a b i t a t .  A stu d y  
o f th i s  type should  be 
ab le  to  answer: "What
LIMITS th e  sp ec ie s  ?" 
He (Dr. Anderson) gave an 
o u tlin e  fo r  a d e ta i le d  
f i e l d  s tudy  which i s  w e ll 
w orth c a rry in g  h ere :

(A) LIFE HISTORY 
(Basic Events)

;• V *•;. •. ') ;[ 1 J \
(1) Mating season: when ?
(2) Eggs d ep o sited : when?
(3) N esting s i t e s :  where?
(4) In cu b a tio n  p e rio d  ?
(5 ) D isp e rsa l o f young
(6) Growth o f ju v e n ile s
(7 ) When i s  sex u a l 

m a tu rity  reached  ?
(8) h ib e rn a tio n  s i t e s  

and tim es ?
(9) l i f e - s p a n  (le n g th ) ?

(B) FIELD WORK ON HABITAT

(1) Depth and s iz e  o f 
body o f w a te r .

(2) C h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f 
s u b s tr a te :  muddy ?

(3) does th e  h a b i ta t  
va ry  se a so n a lly  ?

(k) v e g e ta tio n : canopy o r 
open ? s t ru c tu re  o f 
p la n t  community, e t c .

(5 ) w a ter chem istry :.p H  & 
c a rb o n a te s , change in  
enrichm ent ?

(6) sphagnum bogs (these  
a re  no t always a c id )  
may be a lk a l in e  o r 
even n e u t r a l .

(7 ) tem pera tu re  (am bient) 
therm om eters a re  very  
cheap, re c o rd  w ater & 
a i r  te m p e ra tu re s , e t c .

(8) bask ing :
(th e  rm oregula t io n )

(9 ) e a tin g  h a b i ts :  from
o b se rv a tio n , no t from 
stomach c o n te n ts .

(C) POPULATION ECOLOGY

(1) P o p u la tio n  s iz e ,  a rea  
How many ? D ensity  ?

(number p e r  sq . f e e t  ? 
sq . yard  ? sq . m ile ?)

(2) Age d i s t r ib u t io n  (no. 
o r p e rcen tag e  o f: 
ju v e n i le s ,  a d u l t s .

(3) Sex ra tio :m a le /fe m a le  
a l l  b reed in g  ?

(k) When do an im als beg in  
m ating ? ( s iz e )

(5 ) S ize  o f egg c lu tc h  ?
(6) frequency  o f m ating 

o r b reed in g
(7) p o p u la tio n  changes: 

few er o r  more ?

(D) PLANNING FOR SPECIES 
THAT ARE ENDANGERED:

(1) Number o f a c re s  fo r  
what number o f in d i 
v id u a ls  f o r  re se rv e  ?

(2) re le a s e  in  known a rea  
dangers im p l ic i t  in  
r e in tro d u c t io n .

(3) c re a t in g  h a b i ta ts

(4) removal o f commercial 
th r e a t  (food o r  p e t 
c o l le c t in g )  th rough 
l e g i s l a t i o n .

Advice to  a l l  VaHS members 
i s  to :
Observe and Record any 
in fo rm atio n  on a l l  a s 
p e c ts  o f anim al a c t i v i t y :  
n a tu re , te m p e ra tu re ,e t c . 
Communicate th e  inform a
t io n  in  an o rd e r ly  flow .

VaHS THANKS STATEN ISLAND 
ZOO and N.Y. HERPETOLOGI- 
CAL SOCIETY FOR A FINE 
MEETING on 3 MARCH 1973

To: Mr. David Hulmes,
Chairman, New York 
H e rp e to lo g ica l Soc.

The members o f VaHS wish 
to  thank  you f o r  your 
sponso rsh ip  o f th e  S ta te n  
Is la n d  ESHL m eeting . S ix  
members of th e  V irg in ia  
H e rp e to lo g ica l S o c ie ty  
were p re s e n t and g re a t ly  
enjoyed the  fe llo w sh ip , 
and th e  smorgasbord a t  
th e  l a t e  evening b reak  as 
w e ll as the  re freshm en ts  
and c o ffee  during  s e s s io n . 
The program was e x c e lle n t  
and prov ided  many id eas  
f o r  a l l  who a re  i n t e r e s t 
ed in  th e  sc ien ce  o f 
h e rp e to lo g y . Our th an k s!

On b e h a lf  o f the  VaHS 
membership:

F ra n k lin  J .  T ob ey ,Jr. 
S e c re ta ry

- k  -
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I  am doing an under
g radua te  re se a rc h  problem  
on the  G eographical 
V a ria tio n  o f Elaphe g . 
g u t ta ta  on th e  C o asta l 
P la in .  This p r o je c t  i s  
under the  su p e rv is io n  o f 
th e  B iology Department o f 
V irg in ia  Commonwealth 
U n iv e rs ity , Richmond. I  
would l ik e  to  re q u e s t , by 
t h i s  l e t t e r ,  any p re s e rv 
ed specimens o f the  Corn 
Snake (E. g u t t a t a ) from 
th e  e a s te rn  h a l f  o f  any 
o f th e  so u th e a s te rn  (Md. 
to  F la . )  s t a t e s ,  from any 
members o r f r ie n d s  o f  VHS 
who would c o o p e ra te . I  am 
w il l in g  to  pay m ailin g  
c o s ts  to  and from my home 
(address below ). The loan  
d u ra tio n  would be abou t 2 
w eeks.

I t  i s  im pera tive  t h a t  the  
specimen be accompanied 
by a  s l i p  g iv in g  county , 
l o c a l i t y ,  and s t a t e  (and 
h a b i ta t ,  i f  known).

Any correspondence re g a rd 
ing  th i s  sp ec ie s  welcomed.

Is  i t  p o s s ib le  to  borrow 
any p rese rv ed  specimens 
o f th e  corn  snake from 
the  V irg in ia  C o as ta l 
P la in  ? Do any e x i s t  ?

(Mr.) Joseph C. M itch e ll 
3200 S tu a r t  Avenue ( # 2 )  
Richmond, Va. 23221 
(703) 358-7810

Your co o p era tio n  in  th i s  
VCU b io lo g y  p r o je c t  i s  
encouraged by VaHS. FT

LETTERS, IDEAS, COMMENTS:

2 A p ril  1973

I  am a b io lo g y  te a c h e r  a t  
Cumberland V alley  High 
School and a  p a r t- t im e  
g radua te  s tu d e n t a t  Ship- 
pensburg S ta te  C o lleg e . I  
have two a re a s  in  which I  
devote a l l  my spare  tim e: 
lo c a t in g  aid banding hawks 
and ow ls, and working 
w ith  am phibians. P re s e n t
ly ,  I  am try in g  to  lo c a te  
and photograph a l l  . the  
am phibians th a t  a re  found 
in  Pennsylvan a .  In  ad 
d i t io n ,  I  am try in g  to  
g a th e r  in fo rm atio n  about 
a l l  th e  e a s te rn  h y l id s .

Dr. Roger Conant has 
been ex trem ely  h e lp f u l .  I  
have made s e v e ra l  v i s i t s  
to  the  Pine B arrens to  
photograph H. an d erso n i 
and R. p ip ie n s . This 
summer, I  p la n  to  go to  
North C aro lin a  to  s tudy  
H. g r a t io s a , H.fe m o ra lis ,
H. sq u ire 1 1 a , and H. an 
d e rs o n i.

P re se n tly , I  am try in g  to  
round up salam anders to  
pho tograph. I  w rote to  
Dr. Conant about lo c a t in g  
P se u d o trito n  m. m ontanus, 
E as te rn  Mud Salam ander, 
and he suggested  I  w rite  
you. I  l iv e  in  the  a re a  
where B aird  (184-9) f i r s t  
d e sc rib ed  i t ,  b u t I  can 
say  w ith  some c e r ta in ty  
th a t  i t  cannot be found 
h e re , o r i f  i t  i s  h e r e , i t  
i s  so lo c a l iz e d  th a t  i t  
has been overlooked by 
everyone, (con tinued) . . .

I f  you, o r one o f the  
VaHS members cou ld  lo c a te  
one so t h a t  I  cou ld  
photograph i t  and measure 
i t ,  I  would be most ap 
p re c ia t iv e  and would r e 
tu rn  i t .  I f  I  can be o f 
any h e lp  in  r e tu r n  p le a se  
l e t  me know.

S in c e re ly ,

(Mr.)  R ichard P e i f f e r
Cumberland V alley  School 
D i s t r i c t  R.D. #  1, 
M echanicsburg,Pa. 17055

8 6 l Carlwynne Manor (home) 
C a r l is le ^  Penna ._17013_

23 March 1973 
To A ll  VaHS Members:

I  w ish to  exp ress my 
mixed fe e l in g s  about ta k 
ing  an  "overseas a s s ig n 
m ent:" I  am e n th u s ia s t ic  
abou t fu tu re  p ro d u c tiv e  
a c t i v i t i e s  a t  the  Japan 
Snake I n s t i t u t e  (Tokyo) 
which seems, j u s t  now, to  
o f f e r  a  unique o p p o rtu n i
ty  in  my l i n e . However, 
because i n t e r e s t s ,
p le a s a n t  a s s o c ia t io n s ,a n d  
f r ie n d s h ip s ,  I  en joy  th e  
V irg in ia  (e a s te rn  U .S .) 
a re a .  I  w i l l  co n tinue  to  
share  in te r e s t s  w ith  th e  
members o f th e  V irg in ia  
H e rp e to lo g ica l S o c ie ty .
Regards to  a l i i

(D r.) W. L e s lie  Burger*
■X*Dr. Burger was p re s id e n t 

o f VaHS from i 960 through 
1964 and was a co-founder.

-  5 -



VaHS BULLETIN No. 71
COMMENTS ON "LIZARDS OF 
VIRGINIA" VaHS B#67-68:

A p ril  - May 1973

To VaHS: (8 June 1972)

"The VaHS s p e c ia l  "b u lle tin  
(#67- 68) came today  and I  
was v e ry  p le a se d  to  r e 
ce iv e  i t .  The purpose p f 
th i s  q u ick ly  w r i t t e n  no te  - 
i s  to  re q u e s t a "back i s 
sue (VaHS B#37-38)"SNAKES 
o f VIRGINIA". I  was no t 
a  member o f VaHS when i t  
was p u b l i s h e d .",\ , , f fa

X ^ d ito r 's  no te : The item
is  o u t-o f -s to c k ; r e v is io n  
i s  pending - - ( l a t e  1973?)*

" . . .  th e re  a re  no Broad 
headed Skink reco rd s  f o r  
FAIRFAX coun ty . I  have 
seen  one in  two d i f f e r e n t  
lo c a t io n s  in  McLean, Va. 
Both were a t  l e a s t  8 " in  
le n g th , uniform  o liv e  
brown . . .  (no d a rk e r l a t 
e r a l  s t r ip e s  as in  th e  5 - 
l in e d )  excep t f o r  th e  
head which was b r i l l i a n t  
o ran g e-red  and was v e ry  
w ide. One was seen  on a 
s teep  wooded h i l l s i d e  
sunning on a  f a l l e n  lo g . 
When approached, i t  ran  
up th e  n e a re s t  t r e e  f a r  
o u t o f re a c h ."  v  ~ ~~

"The o th e r  was about 3 f t .  
o f f  th e  ground on a  l i v 
ing  t r e e  tru n k , a t  th e  
base o f a s m a l l .h i l l  n ear 
a  g ra v e l p a th . This l i z 
a rd  was c a r e f u l ly  s ta lk e d

(con tinued  a t  top  o f the  
nex t colum n. . . . )

bu t was f i n a l l y  d is tu rb e d  
enough so th a t  i t  ran  up 
th e  t r e e  to  about 20 f e e t  
$bove ground. From th i s  
p re c a rio u s  p e rch , he cock
ed h is  head and watched me 
fo r  abou t 15 m in u te s . I  
came back about an hour 
l a t e r  and he was s t i l l  in  
th e  same p o s i t i o n . "

" i n o tic e d  th a t  h is  behav
io r  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  
f iv e - l in e d  -skinks (which 
I  have seen  in  th e  same 
a r e a ) .  These, when d i s 
tu rb e d , ru n  f o r  th e  n e a r
e s t  co v er. I  w i l l  c o l le c t  
a specim en f o r  a new l o 
c a l i t y  r e c o rd ."

(Mr.) S tephen Behme VaHS 
6802 Lemon Road 
McLean, VA 22101

.,r>

l4  June 1972

" . . .  I  th in k  ’LIZARDS 
of VIRGINIA* is  Great.' "

(Mr.) John H. McLaughlin 
C h ie f, law E nforce
ment D iv is io n  CGIF 
P .0 . Box 11,104 
Richmond, VA 23230

Your comments a re  sought 
f o r  use in  VaHS VULLETIN.

The e d i to r  i s  c u r r e n t ly  
g a th e rin g  item s f o r  an 
ERRATA ( c o r r e c t io n s ) page 
to  be in c lu d ed  in  th e  1973 
m ailin g  o f VaHS B# 67-68 to  
new members, n a t u r a l i s t s ,  
and o th e rs  who d id  no t g e t 
a  copy in  June 1972. FJT
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" In c lu sio n  o f w este rn  V a., 
and th e  e n t i r e  so u thern  
A ppalachians in  th e  range 
o f th e  Ground, Skink (Lygo- 
soma l a t e r a l e ) i s  unwar
ra n te d . The sp ec ie s  does 
no t g e t in to  th e  mountains 
a t  a l l .  iVJy reco rd  (1945) 
f o r  ALLEGHANY co u n ty ,V a ., 
was based  oh young s p e c i
mens o f th e  Coal Skink(E . 
a n th ra c in u s ); su bsequen t
ly ,  I  have seen  l a t e r a l e  
in  ALBEMARLE and LOUISA 
on th e  Piedmont, and o f 
c o u rse , i t  i s  common on 
the  C o as ta l P la in . I  knew 
of no reco rd s  (of la te ia le ) 
w est o f the  Blue R idge."

(Dr. ) -Richard L. Hoffman 
Department o f Biology 
Radford C o llege, Radford, 
V irg in ia  2 4 l4 l

5 May 1973

" . . ’L izards o f V ir g in ia 1 
B u lle t in  prom ises to  be 
every  b i t  as h e lp fu l as 
'T u r t le s  o f V irg in ia ' - - 

which I  have found to  be 
o f g re a t  v a lu e . . . . "

(Mrs.)  f&ry L. Anderson 
1016 Grove Lane 
Roanoke, Va.
24012

SEND YOUR COMMENTS TO:

E d ito r , VaHS BULLETIN 
4706 T a llah assee  Ave. 
R o ck v ille , MD 20853
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COLLECTING NOTES FOR 
PRINCE GEORGE and SUSSEX 
COUNTIES  ̂ VIRGINIAj_ _

Specimens from th e  Va. 
c o u n tie s  in d ic a te d  were 
d e p o sited  in  th e  U.S. 
N a tio n a l Museum o f N atur
a l  H is to ry  (Sm ithsonian 
I n s t i tu t io n )  as fo llo w s:

B rim ley 's  Chorus Frog 
(P seu d acris  b r im le y i) and 
Upland Chorus Frog (P. t .  
fe ria ru m ) were c o l le c te d  
w ith in  a few m iles ra d iu s  
o f D isp u tan ta , PRINCE 
GEORGE county , V a., on 3 
March 1973; by Ur. George 
R. Zug, a s s i s t a n t  c u ra to r  
o f th e  D iv is io n  o f Rep
t i l e s  and Am phibians. (No 
USNM numbers have been 
a s s ig n e d .)  In  th e  same 
l o c a l i t i e s ,  sp rin g  peeper 
and so u th ern  leo p ard  fro g  
choruses were h eard . The 
American Toad was p re s e n t 
b u t th e re  were none c a l l 
in g . A b u l l f ro g  (Rana 
c a te s b e ia n a ) was c o l l e c t 
ed in  th i s  a re a  on A p ril  
25, 1973 by C.A.Ross,USNM.

A red -be  H ie d  w ater snake 
(N a trix  e ry th ro g a s te r ) 
was c o l le c te d  n ear Stony 
Creek, SUSSEX county , Va., 
on th e  f lo o d p la in  o f the  
Nottoway R iver by (Mr. )C. 
A. Ross on 25 A p r il  1973> 
as a DOR.

A b u l l f ro g ,  B rim ley 's  and 
Upland chorus f ro g s , and a 
F ow ler’s Toad (Bufo wood- 
house i  fo w le ri)w ere  tak en

COLLECTING NOTES

w ith in  a rad iu s  o f a  few 
m iles o f J a r r a t t ,  SUSSEX 
county , V a., on 25 A p ril  
1973, by M r.C.A.Ross, and 
Jon R. and G. R'. "Zug. An 
a d u lt  male S p o tted  T u rtle  
(Clemmys g u t t a t a ) was 
cap tu red  and examined. I t  
was re le a s e d  a t  th e  s i t e .  
S pring  peepers and Brim- 
l e y ’s Chorus Frogs were 
heard  c a l l in g  in  the  area..

"SNAKES of AMELIA COUNTY" 
p rep a red  by (Mr.) Mike 
C lif f o rd ,  VaHS, e x ten s io n  
ag en t, Amelia Court House, 
V a., has been is su e d  by 
th e  C ooperative E x tension  
S e rv ic e , VPI and S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity , Blacksburg,Va. 
fo r  d i s t r ib u t io n  w ith in  
the  coun ty . I t  i s  a fo u r  
page fo ld e r  w ith  a s t i f f  
co v er. I t  c a r r ie s  f a c ts  
and some g e n e ra l d e s c r ip 
t io n s  and drawings o f the  
20 v a r i e t i e s  n a tiv e  to  
AMELIA county . C lif fo rd  
deserves c o n g ra tu la tio n s  
fo r  h is  work in  support 
o f the  Va. H e rp e to lo g ica l 
Survey. O ther co u n tie s  
cou ld  a f fo rd  to  launch an 
e f f o r t  o f th i s  q u a l i ty .

"We p rep ared  th i s  b o o k le t 
fo r  fa rm ers , s c o u ts , ^-H- 
e r s ,  and housewives in th e  
county  who phone in  about 
snakes in  t h e i r  b a rn s , 
basem ents, and g a rd e n s ."
(Mr.) M ichael J .  C lif fo rd  
P .0 . Eox 235;
Amelia, Va. 23002

COLLECTING NOTES FOR 
CAROLINE COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
CAROLINE COUNTY MATERIAL 
NOW ATVA. COMMONWEALTH^

Added to  th e  CAROLINE 
county  m a te r ia l ,  j u s t  as 
i t  was be in g  tu rn e d  over 
to  th e  Biology Department 
o f th e  V irg in ia  Common
w ealth  U n iv e rs ity , was an 
e a s te rn  ribbon  snake (T.£. 
s a u r i t u s )th e  f i r s t  county 
reco rd  f o r  th a t  s p e c ie s . 
I t  was c o l le c te d  by a 
s tu d e n t , Garry Gray, who 
brought th e  specimen to  
Mrs. Dale B r i t t l e . Garry 
p rep ared  a w r i t te n  re p o r t  
fo r  use in  VaHS BULLETIN:

"Tli i s  snake was found 
around 3:30 p.ra. Mhrch 10, 
1973; in  CAROLINE county  
in  th e  sm all town o f M il
fo rd . I t  was found on 
the  edge of a  swamp and 
beaver dam on my f a t h e r ’s 
farm . The power company 
had c u t some t r e e s  down 
and p i le d  up th e  wood. 
Due to  th e  h e a t g iven  o f f  
by th e  wood, th e  snake 
had g o tte n  under i t  - - th e  
tem peratu re  was around 50 
to  60° F. The snake was 
v e ry  a c t iv e  and quick  to  
s t r ik e  a t  me."

(Mr.)  Garry Gray 
M ilfo rd ,

(C aro line County) 
V irg in ia

SEND IN YOUR COLLECTING 
NOTES FOR USE IN VaHS B!
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25 A p ril  1973

On A p ril  15,. 1973 around 
1:00 p .m ., my w ife and I  
found what appeared  to  be 
a B lu e -sp o tted  Salamander 
(Ambystoma l a t e r a l e ) . We 

were on the  farm  of 
f r i e n d s . Temperature was 
about 60°F. The salam an
der was under a log  and 
was in a c t iv e  and s lu g g ish .

I t  was a t  l e a s t  6 inches 
long and had a dark  b lu e ' 
ground c o lo r ,  w ith  p a le  
b lue o r w h itish  sp o ts  on 
i t s  s i d e s . I t s  t a i l  was 
a l l  th e re ,  b u t i t  d id  
have a p iece  m issing  near 
th e  b a se . Yet, i t  d id n ’t  
look l ik e  i t  had l o s t  i t s  
t a i l  and regrown o n e . I  
d id  n o t keep i t  s in ce  I  
d id  no t know how many 
o th e rs  were around, but I  
hope to  check th e  a re a  
enough to  g e t an  id e a . I  
read  th e  a r t i c l e  on th e se  
salam anders (ambystomids) 
in  VaHS BULLETIN No. 66, 
and I  am no t com pletely  
su re  th a t  th e  salam ander 
I  found was n o t r e a l l y  a 
J e f fe r s o n  Salamander (A. 
je ffe rso n ia n u m ) . Most 
books d e sc rib e  them both  
as be ing  much th e  same, so 
I  would a p p re c ia te  any 
in fo rm atio n  on th e se  
salam anders and th e i r  
ranges around Lynchburg 
and surround ing  a r e a s .

(Mr.) B rian  T ay lo r, VaHS 
205A Wyndale Drive 
Lynchburg, VA 2^501

SEND IN YOUR COMMENTS'

LETTERS, COMMENTS, IDEAS:

"AMPHIBIANS and REPTILES 
o f  th e  GREAT SMOKY MOUN
TAINS NATIONAL PARK" 
by James E. Huheey, th iv . 
o f Maryland and A rthu r 
S tupka, p a rk  n a t u r a l i s t .  
C opyright 1967, Univ. o f 
Tennessee P ress ,K n o x v ille  
paperback: 98 pages $ 3 .

This i s  the  th i r d  in  a 
s e r ie s  o f s tu d ie s  o f th e  
n a tu ra l  h is to r y  o f the  
G reat Smoky Mountains by 
A rthu r S tupka. His no tes 
on th e  B irds o f G reat 
Smoky Mountains N atio n a l 
Park was p u b lish ed  in  ’63 ,r 
and T rees, Shrubs and 
Woody Vines o f GSMNP was 
p u b lish ed  in  196^ . (Univ. 
o f Tennessee P re s s , Knox
v i l l e ,  Tenn. 37916 )

I t  has a b r i e f  w riteu p  on 
each sp ec ie s  w ith  lo c a 
t io n s  where specimens 
were found .and in d ic a te s  
the  r e l a t iv e  abundance o r 
s c a r c i ty  o f each sp ec ie s  
and a l i t t l e  n a tu r a l  h i s 
to r y .  The b la ck  and w hite  
photos by I s a b e l le  Hunt 
Conant a re  good, n a tu ra lly .

While i t s  t i t l e  seems to  
in d ic a te  t h a t  i t  i s  a 
f i e l d  guide o f s o r t s ,  and 
cou ld  be used fo r  i d e n t i 
f i c a t i o n ,  i t  m ight have 
been preceded  by "Some 
Notes on th e  e t c ."  I t  i s  
in te r e s t in g  and w orth the  
p r ic e  - -  $3*00.

(Mr.) S c o tt Rae, VaHS 
317 Adahi Road SE 

Vienna, VA 22180

LETTERS AND IDEAS SOUGHT 
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SPEAKING OF LIZARDS 
OBSERVATIONS ON GROUND 
SKINKS_ (LYGOSOMA) IN_PHSB

R obert G. S p ra c k la n d ,J r . ,  
w r i t in g  in  th e  P h i la 
d e lp h ia  H e rp e to lo g ica l 
S o c ie ty  B u lle t in  (Vol. 20 
1972 pp .23-24) d e sc rib ed  
o t t e r - l i k e  movements in  
Ground Skinks (lygosoma 
l a t e r a l e ) .  He s a id : The
"movements a re  quick  and 
je rk y . When fo ra g in g , a l l  
fo u r  leg s  a re  employed; 
however, when ex p lo rin g  
o r ex cav a tin g  under rocks 
th e  h ind  leg s  a re  fo ld ed  
back a long  th e  t a i l  and 
a re  no t used . In  groups, 
th e se  sk in k s , in  movement 
and a c t io n ,  r e c a l l  a 
group o f p la y fu l  o t t e r s .  
The l iz a r d s  d e l ig h t  (? ) in  
s l id in g  down th e  h i l l s  on 
t h e i r  b e l l i e s .  S lid in g  
a c t i v i t y  was observed  on 
th re e  o c ca s io n s , in  the  
l a te  a f te rn o o n . . . .  The 
s l id e  looked p e r f e c t ly  
o t t e r - l i k e ,  as th e  lim bs 
were no t employed a t  a l l .
. . .  The d i r t  o f the  h i l l  
i s  f irm , c o n ta in in g  
t r a c e s  o f i ro n  oxide and 
c la y , having a few sm all 
g u l l ie s  a long  th e  s id e  
caused by e ro s io n . . . . "

PHS BULLETIN 
1555 P r a t t  S t r e e t  
P h ila d e lp h ia , Pa. 1912^

(M r.) Malvin L. S karo ff 
PHS S e c re ta ry  and 

ESHL C o -o rd in a to r

Don’t  f o r g e t  the  nex t 
E a s te rn  Seaboard 
H e rp e to lo g ica l League 
m eeting , October 27, 1973 
i  n_PHIMDELPHIA, PA. . . .

• • • • • • • • • _ • • »r •  » • •  •  '*■■»■ T  —#

WRONG ADDRESSES SLOW THE MAIL DUPLICATES ARE COSTLY

Help keep th e  VaHS S e c re ta ry  inform ed o f your c o r re c t  a d d re ss . I f  you a re  moving, 
o r  w i l l  have a d i f f e r e n t  ad d ress th i s  summer, p le a se  l e t  him know what i t  i s . I f  
you have re c e iv e d  d u p lic a te  m ailings pass one copy o f VaHS BULLETIN along  to  an 
in te r e s te d  V irg in ia  r e s id e n t .

New ad d re ss : ( ) _______________________________ _________________ ( s t r e e t )
Summer only: ( )

(check one) /  -------------------------------------------------------------------------- ^ ox ^

______________  __________________ ________ (P .0 , and
R .F.D .#)

(name) -

M ail to  VaHS S e c re ta ry , ^706 T a llah assee  Ave. R o ck v ille , Md. 20853
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS ON THE 

GREAT DISMAL SWAMP STORY

ATLANTIC NATURALIST 
S pring  issue,, 1972 
ppv 60-64 fe a tu re  a r t i c l e  
on "Lake Drummond - H eart 
o f G reat Dismal Swamp" by 
Dr. H arold G. t& rs h a ll ,  
chairm an, Biology D e p 't . ,  
Old Dominipn U n iv e rs ity . 
Norfoliky' 'V irg in ia 1' 123568.J,r

Dr. M arshall m entions a 
13-month stu d y  o f the  
G reat Dismal Swamp which 
was com pleted in  Ju ly  '71 
by the  b io lo g y  departm ent, 
Old Dominion U n iv e rs ity .

A tla n tic  N a tu r a l is t  i s  
the  p u b lic a t io n  o f the  
Audubon N a tu ra l is t  S oc .o f 
th e  C en tra l A tla n tic  
S ta te s ,  W ashington, D.C.

LIVING WILDERNESS 
W inter 1970-71 pp . 29-33 
c a r r ie s  an a r t i c l e  c a l le d
"The Dismal Swamp ----  I t s
N a tu ra l H is to ry "  by
Dr. David E. D e lz e l l ,p ro 
f e s s o r  o f b io lo g y  a t  Old 
Dominion U n iv e rs ity . Dr. 
D e lz e ll  i s  a  v e r te b ra te  
e c o lo g is t  who has been a t  
Old Dominion U n iv e rs ity  
f o r  a dozen o r more years.

THE VIRGINIA OUTDOORS
D r. D e lz e ll  •. n o t e s . t h a t :  12 J C sp .
"Amphibians abound, p a r 
t i c u l a r l y  f r o g s . In  e a r ly  
sp r in g , th e  v o c a liz a t io n  
i s  in te n s e . . . .  Drainage
has reduced the  number of 
in d iv id u a ls  b u t no t th a t  
o f th e  s p e c ie s . . . .  'Vhich 
he e s tim a ted  a t  about 20.

This i s  down somewhat (p.
2) from th e  h i s t o r i c a l  
re c o rd  o f 26, b u t VaHS 
may have in c lu d ed  some on 
th e  p e rip h e ry  o f th e  D is
mal Swamp which Dr. D el
z e l l  d id  n o t, in c lu d e ,.. A ir«...

a - s g m f efound which may be ra re  
o r ab se n t from the  swamp 
today  (see l i s t s  on page2).

Dr. D e lz e ll  exp ressed  a 
concern  th a t  i s  shared  
by o th e rs  in  VaHS, th a t  
th e  canebrake ra t t le s n a k e  

"probably  has s u f fe re d  , 
the  g r e a te s t  d e s tru c t io n , 
because i t  was en co u n te r
ed more o f te n  as land  was 
c le a re d  f o r  fa rm s. . . . "

"Dismal Swamp - F lo ra  and 
Fauna" by Brooke Meanley, 
re se a rc h  b io lo g is t  a t  the  
P atuxen t W ild life  Research 
C en ter, L au re l, MD. pp . 
3^-37 , fo l lo w s .

"The Dismal Swamp F ish "  
by Mr. Roger H. deRageot, 
p a s t  p re s id e n t  o f VaHS, 
appears in  th e  same is su e  
a t  p p .37-39 and co n ta in s  
a g re a t number o f l i t t l e  
known fa c ts ..a b o u t th e  GDS.~--

V ol.3 , No.3, A p ril 1973 
n e w s le tte r  o f th e  Va.Corn- 
miss ion  o f Outdoor Rec
r e a t io n .  Much o f th i s  
is su e  i s  devoted to  the  
G reat Dismal Swamp and 
i t s  h is to r y  and f e a tu r e s .

VIRGINIA WILDLIFE maga
z in e , over th e  y e a rs , has 
c a r r ie d  many d i f f e r e n t  
a r t i c l e s  on every  a sp e c t 
o f th e  Dismal Swamp in 
c lu d in g  a f in e  s e r ie s  on 
th e  swamp th rough the  
fo u r  seasons o f th e  y e a r . 
A l ib r a r y  f i l e  o f th e se  
magazines would p rov ide  
e x c e l le n t  background on 
th e  n a tu r a l  h is to ry  of 
the  G reat Dismal Swamp.

COMING IN FUTURE EDITIONS 
OF THE VaHS BULLETIN:

F ea tu res  on:

Amphibians o f LEE county , 
VA.
R e p tile s  o f LEE county,VA.

Photography fo r  th e  Va. 
h e r p e to lo g is t .

LIVING WILDERNESS is  th e  
magazine o f The W ilderness 
S o c ie ty , 729 F if te e n th  S t. 
N.W. W ashington, D.C. 
20005

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 
CORRECT ADDRESS REQUESTED 
i s  an expensive way to  
KEEP IN TOUCH w ith  members 
and we hope you w i l l  take  
th e  i n i t i a t i v e  . KEEP VaHS 
p o sted  on changes in  YOUR 
ADDRESS w ith  th e  se a so n s . 
(see form, bottom  o f p . 8).

is *3. •
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COLLECTING NOTES 
FROM NINE YEARS AGO 
I t  was about 7 a .m . when 
Tom Sparhawk,Doug E l l i o t , 
and I  g o t underway on a 
weekend c o l le c t in g  t r i p  
to  th e  G reat Dismal Swamp 
the  tem peratu re  was in  
the  upper 7 0 's .  Heading 
sou th  on U .S. #17 a long  
th e  o ld  le g  o f th e  I n t r a -  
c o a s ta l  Waterway, we saw 
a DOR b lack  r a c e r .  At 9 
we borrowed a rowboat to  
g e t a c ro ss  th e  c a n a l .  On 
the  o th e r  s id e , we began 
tu rn in g  over some p ie c e s  
o f t i n  n ea r an o ld  shack . 
Under one o f th e  f i r s t  
p ie ce s  was a to a d . Doug 
and I  l i f t e d  some heavy 
t i n  and a Broad-headed 
Skink (Eumeces l a t i c e p s ) 
ran  o u t, which Doug g rab 
bed . Tom uncovered a b ig  
Black Racer t h a t  was p r e 
p a rin g  to  shed i t s  s k in .

We sp read  ou t and headed 
in  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f Lake 
Drummond, a long  th e  fe e d 
e r  d i tc h ,  a  la rg e  c a n a l 
connecting  th e  lak e  and 
th e  waterway a long  US# 17. 
Along a sm all d i tc h ,  I  
d isco v e red  a Black Racer 
j u s t  f in i s h in g  a Ringneck 
Snake (Diadophis p u n c ta - 
t u s ) .  He swallowed i t  
q u ic k ly  and I  cap tu red  
him. We walked down th e  
d i r t  road  a long  th e  d i tc h  
tow ard Lake Drummond.

S ev e ra l sm all l iz a rd s  
s c a t te r e d  through the  
b rush  now and a g a in , b u t 
th ey  were too  f a s t  to  
c a tc h  o r id e n t i f y .  The 
on ly  o th e r  specimens c o l 
le c te d  t h a t  day were bo th  
c o lo r  phases (red-backed  
and lead -backed ) o f th e  
Red-backed Salamander (P. 
c .  c in e r e u s ) .
I  f a i l e d  to  c ap tu re  a 
sk in k , p ro b ab ly  th e  F iv e- 
l in e d  (Eumeces f a s c i a t u s ) 
and a t  4 p .m .w e  l e f t  the  
Dismal Swamp and tu rn ed  
toward home ending a most 
in te r e s t in g  and p roduc
t iv e  weekend. The t r i p  
was made flfey 9-10, 1964. 
( F i r s t  c a r r ie d  in  th e  PHS 
BULLETIN V ol.12, 1964).

Excerp ted  f o r  use in  VaHS 
BULLETIN by p erm issio n  o f 
th e  au th o r:* i ■ ■ ■
(Mr.) Ken Nemuras (MdHS) 
7972 C atherine  Avenue 
Pasadena, Maryland 
21122

" E s tu a r y ----What a Crazy
P la c e !"  by Lee D. S a lb e r 

One copy f r e e  on re q u e s t 
to :  N a tio n a l W ild life
F e d e ra tio n  1412 S ix te e n th  
S t .  NW W ashington, D.C. 
20036

NOTICE TO NEW READERS:

VaHS BULLETIN, a news
l e t t e r ,  I s  th e  on ly  pub
l i c a t i o n  o f th e  V irg in ia  
H e rp e to lo g ic a l S o c ie ty . 
I t s  pages a re  open fo r  
a r t i c l e s  o r  comments on 
V a .r e p t i le s  & am phibians.

We recommend VaHS member
sh ip  f o r  th o se  re s id e n ts  
o f Va. who a re  more th an  
c a s u a l ly  in te r e s te d  in  
th e  h e rp e to lo g y  o f Va. A 
su p p o rte r  o f th e  p ro 
gram c o n tr ib u te s  $2 y e a r 
ly  ($3 i f  o u t - o f - s t a t e ) .  
The p r in c ip a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  
th e  s t a t e  su rvey  o f amphi
b ian s  and r e p t i l e s .

VaHS i s  no t a c lu b  o r  a 
'hobby* group. I t  e x is t s  
to  f i l l  th e  need f o r  an 
easy  exchange o f u s e fu l 
in fo rm a tio n  on the  lower 
v e r te b ra te  an im als found 
in  th e  s t a t e .  VaHS p ro 
motes in d iv id u a l  o r sm all 
team e f f o r t s ,  in  the  open 
f i e l d  o r  in  th e  b io lo g y  
la b o ra to ry , to  le a rn  more 
about n a tiv e  am phibians 
o r r e p t i l e s  w ith  adequate 
s c i e n t i f i c  o r te c h n ic a l  
su p e rv is io n . A f a c t  sheet 
on th e  VaHS i s  be ing  p r e 
pared  f o r  e a r ly  is s u a n c e .

Membership cards fo r  1972- 
1973 have not y e t been 
p r in te d  and d i s t r i b u t e d . .

HERPETOLOGICAL INFORMATION SEARCH SYSTEMS (HISS) HAS THREE NEW PUBLICATIONS:

HERPETOLOGISTS' YEARBOOK. The annual compendium of in fo rm atio n  on h e r p e to lo g is ts ,
w ith  b a s ic  and c u rre n t in fo rm atio n  on th e  f i e l d  (240 p a g e s ) . 

In d iv id u a l s u b s c r ip t io n  $10.
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  " $15 .

HISS: TITLES. The a l e r t i n g  s e rv ic e  f o r  th e  c u rre n t l i t e r a t u r e ;  4-5 is su e s  a y e a r . 
In d iv id u a l s u b s c r ip t io n  $ 6 .
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  " $12.

HISS: NEWS. The n e w s le tte r  fo r  people in te r e s te d  in  h e rp e to lo g ic a l  a c t i v i t i e s
and the  b io lo g y  o f am phibians and r e p t i l e s  (bim onthly; 144 p p . /y e a r . )  

In d iv id u a l s u b s c r ip t io n  $ 6 .
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  " $12.

In d iv id u a ls  shou ld  p re -p ay  by check o r  money o rd e r . 
HISS p re fe rs  prepayment from i n s t i t u t i o n s  as w e ll .

The c o r r e c t  ad d ress f o r  m a ilin g  th e  p u b lic a t io n  i s :

(name)
(a d d re ss )

( P . 0 . ) ___________________________________________________ ZIP

P lease  make checks o u t to  "AMNH Genera o f R e p tile s "  and send to :

(D r.) Herndon G. Bowlins. D en 't G-VaTTG


