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THE NATURE CONSERVANCY LAUNCHES ’’NATURAL AREA" INVENTORY

The V irg in ia  C h ap te r o f  
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY i s  
u n d e r ta k in g  th e  p r e p a r a 
t i o n  o f  a n  in v e n to ry  o f  
n a t u r a l  a r e a s  in  V irg in ia .  
The p u rp o se : to  p la c e  on
re c o rd  an  im p o rta n t body 
o f  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  
e c o lo g ic a l  re s o u rc e s  o f  
th e  s t a t e  and  to  p ro v id e  
gu idance  f o r  th e  la n d  
p r e s e r v a t io n  e f f o r t s  o f  
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
and  o th e r  o r g a n iz a t io n s .

F or p u rp o ses  o f  th e  i n 
v e n to ry , a  " n a tu r a l  a r e a "  
i s  d e f in e d  a s  "any o u t 
door s i t e  t h a t  c o n ta in s  
an  u n u su a l b io l o g ic a l ,  
g e o lo g ic a l ,  o r  s c e n ic  
f e a t u r e ,  o r  e l s e  i l l u s 
t r a t e s  common p r in c i p l e s  
o f  eco lo g y  uncommonly 
w e l l . "  T his i s  th e  d e f i 
n i t i o n  a d o p ted  in  th e  
p u b lish e d  In d ia n a  su rv ey : 
"N a tu ra l A reas in  In d ia n a  
and T h e ir  P r e s e rv a t io n "  
by L in d say , Schm elz, and 
N icho ls  .

In fo rm a tio n  a b o u t each  
a r e a  w i l l  be re c o rd e d  on 
a  s p e c ia l  form  s h e e t  d e 
v is e d  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e . 
The com pleted  in v e n to ry  
w i l l  be k e p t on f i l e  by 
th e  V irg in ia  C h ap te r o f  
TNC and w i l l  be a v a i la b l e  
to  i n t e r e s t e d  and  q u a l i 
f i e d  p e r s o n s .

Members o f  th e  V irg in ia  
H e rp e to lo g ic a l  S o c ie ty  
a re  u rged  to  c o o p e ra te  in  
th e  p r o j e c t  by re c o rd in g  
in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t any 
a re a s  t h a t ,  in  t h e i r  
o p in io n , f i t  th e  above 
d e f i n i t i o n .  We sh o u ld  
c e r t a i n l y  have a  re c o rd  
o f  l o c a l i t i e s  in  V irg in ia  
c o n ta in in g  unique b re e d 
in g  c o lo n ie s  o f  r e p t i l e s  
and a m p h ib ia n s . Many 
VaHS members, d o u b tle s s  
re a d  a  r e c e n t  (news) r e 
p o r t  to  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a  
power company in  d r y l a n d  
c o n ta in in g  th a t  " s ta te  fs 
o n ly  known p o p u la tio n  o f  
a  p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c ie s  o f  
f r o g . "  (See e d i t o r ’s note.) 
Had th e  un ique v a lu e  o f  
th e  pond b een  more w id e ly  
known, p e rh ap s  th e  com
pany c o u ld  have been  i n 
duced to  m odify  i t s  p la n s . 
In c id e n ts  such  a s  t h i s  
ex em p lify  th e  need  f o r  a  
com prehensive l i s t i n g  o f  
o u r s t a t e  's  un ique h a b i
t a t s  .

C opies o f  th e  form  s h e e t  
u sed  f o r  th e  in v e n to ry  
may be o b ta in e d  from  D r. 
R obert J .  W atson, 2636 
Marcey Road, A r lin g to n ,
VA 22207. The com pleted  
form s sh o u ld  be s e n t  to  
D r. W atson o f  TNC, who i s  
a VaHS member, f o r  e n t ry  
in  th e  in v e n to ry .

’SNAKES o f  VIRGINIA’ IN 
VIRGINIA WILDLIFE (FEB)

VIRGINIA WILDLIFE maga
z in e  w i l l  c a r r y  an  a r t i 
c le  on SNAKES o f  V irg in 
i a  in  e a r l y  197^ i s s u e s .  
A uthor: Mr. Jo sep h  C. 
M itc h e ll ,  VaHS member o f  
long  s ta n d in g ,  a  s tu d e n t  
a t  V irg in ia  Commonwealth 
U n iv e rs i ty ,  Richmond.
P a r t  One i s  in  F e b ru a ry , 
1971*, is s u e  o f  WILDLIFE.

I f  you a re  n o t a l r e a d y a  
VIRGINIA WILDLIFE r e a d e r  
now w ould be a  good tine 
to  s t a r t  th e  su b sc rip tio n , 
w r i te :

The Va. Commission o f  
Game and In la n d  F is h e r ie s  
P .0 .  Eox 1110^, Richmond, 
VA 23230

(E d i t o r ’s n o te : The news 
p a p e r  acc o u n t m isquo ted  
J .  D. Hardy o f  Chesapeake 
B io lo g ic a l  L ab o ra to ry , 
Solomons I s la n d ,  Mi. The 
co lo n y  o f  th e  Narrow- 
mouth Frog (G astrophryne 
c_. c a r o l i n e n s i s ) was th e  
o n ly  one in  th e  c o u n ty , 
one o f  th r e e  known c o lo 
n ie s  in  th e  s t a t e  (M d.). 
Telephone c o n v e rs a tio n s  
w ith  Mr. Hardy con firm ed  
a su sp e c te d  e x a g g e ra tio n , 
n o n e th e le s s ,  a  r e g r e t t a 
b le  in c id e n t .  ) FJT

"COLLECTING WITH. A CAMERA" (B a rt Two) by Mr. George Frews t e r ,  VaHS, i s  
c o n tin u e d  on pages 5 to  7 o f  t h i s  VaHS BULLETIN.
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SUMMER HERPETOLOGY COURSE 
OFFERED AT MOUNTAIN LAKE 
ALONG WITH SEVEN OTHERS:

The U n iv e r s i ty  o f  V irg in ia  
announces e ig h t  g ra d u a te  
c o u rse s  in  b io lo g y  to  be 
o f f e r e d  a t  th e  M ountain 
la k e  B io lo g ic a l  S ta t io n ,  
n e a r  Pembroke, VA., t h i s  
summer. The c o u rse s  a r e :

A p p lic a tio n s  f o r  th e  
c o u rse s  o r  r e q u e s ts  f o r  
added  in fo rm a tio n  w i l l  be 
r e c e iv e d  by:

The D ir e c to r ,  M ountain 
Lake B io lo g ic a l  S ta t io n ,  
U niv. o f  V a ., G ilm er H a ll 
C h a r lo t te s v i l le ,V A  22903

F i r s t  te rm : 12 June

P r in c ip le s  o f  Ecology 

B iology o f  Mosses 

HERPETOLOGY 

In v e r te b ra te  Zoology

Second te rm : 17 J u ly  

A quatic  Ecology

E c o lo g ic a l G en e tic s  

Taxonomy o f Seed P la n ts  

Mammalogy

Ja n u a ry -F e b ru a ry  197^

to  16 J u ly  197^

Dr. W illiam  E. Odum 
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  V irg in ia  
Dr. David A. B r e i l  
Longwood C o lleg e  

*Dr. H arry  G.M. Jopson  
B rid g ew ater C o lleg e  
D r. F red  A. D ieh l 
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  V irg in ia

to  20 A ugust

D r.G eorge M. S im m ons,Jr. 
V irg in ia  P o ly te c h n ic  
I n s t i t u t e  & S ta te  Univ. 
D r. D avid A. W est,
VPI & SU
D r. W arren H. W ag n e r,J r . 
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  M ichigan 

* D r.C harles  0 . H a n d le y ,J r .  
U .S. N a tio n a l Museum o f  
N a tu ra l H is to ry

VaHS MEETING IN APRIL AT 
OLD DOMINION UNIVERSITY

The n e x t m eeting  o f  th e  
VaHS w i l l  be on S a tu rd a y , 

20 APRIL 197^ a t  
OLD DOMINION UNIVERSITY, 
S cience  B ld g .(2d f l o o r )

D r. D avid D e lz e l l ,  D e p 't  
o f  B io logy , w i l l  be h o s t .

*VaHS member

The b u i ld in g  i s  lo c a te d  
on th e  c o rn e r  o f  Hampton 
B lvd . and  B o ll in g  Ave.

A ll  VaHS members w ith in  
th e  a r e a ,  o r  o th e rs  who 
happen to  be in  th e  G rea t 
D ism al Swamp a r e a  f o r  th e  
weekend w ould be welcome. 
Some o f  us may d r i f t  o v e r  
in to  V irg in ia  Beach (th e  
fo rm er PRINCESS ANNE Co.)  
f o r  a f i e l d  t r i p .  This

w i l l  n o t be an  o rg a n iz e d  
"h un t"  b u t w i l l  be done 
on th e  b a s is  o f  s e v e ra l  
sm a ll g roups; no s p e c i f i c  
s i t e  o r  t im e . L oca l VaHS 
c o o rd in a to r  i s :

(M r.) D. R. H o llo w e ll*  
2004 S te r l in g  P t .  D rive 
P o rtsm ou th , VA 23703

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW - - - VaHS MEETING APRIL 2 0 th  197^

OLD DOMINION UNIVERSITY, NORFOLK.
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EASTERN SEABOARD HERPETO- 
LOGICAL LEAGUE MEETINGS:

Ja n u a ry -F e b ru a ry  1974

OCTOBER 1973 ESHL MEETING 
ENJOYED BY ALL ATTENDEES I

by R obert J .  Gagnon, VaH£j 
M e c h a n ic sv ilie , VA.

The ESHL m eeting  in  P h i l a 
d e lp h ia  was c h a ir e d  by Mr. 
Nh.1 S k a r o f f . Sponsors 
w ere th e  P h i la .  H erp e to - 
lo g i c a l  S o c ie ty .  A f te r  
th e  in t r o d u c t io n s ,  th e  
m ee tin g  g o t underway w ith  
s l i d e  show ings. A l l  o f  
them w ere v e ry  good. Each 
c o n s t i tu e n t  s o c ie ty  r e p 
r e s e n ta t iv e  s to o d  to  say : 
" H e llo J ” A to u r  o f  th e  
P h ila d e lp h ia  Z o o 's  new 
r e p t i l e  house was made 
a t  ab o u t 4 :3 0  p .m . f o l 
low ing  th e  s l i d e  t a l k s .  
The r e p t i l e  house was 
v e ry  f in e  w ith  many good 
specim ens in c lu d in g  th r e e  
la rg e  Gaboon v ip e r s ,  and 
an  a lb in o  r a t t l e s n a k e  and 
s e v e r a l  o th e r  s p e c ie s  o f  
snake n o t n o rm a lly  seen  
in  any  o th e r  c o l l e c t i o n s .

The program  in c lu d e d : Mr. 
S au l A. F r i e s s ,  NYHS, 
Photography a s  a  T ool in  
H erp e to lo g y ; D r. R obert 
F eu er, P h i la .  C o lle g e  o f  
Pharmacy and  S c ie n c e , PHS, 
S e le c t iv e  S t a b i l i z i n g  o f  
M o r ta l i ty  in  Snakes; M rs. 
E l iz a b e th  B uckley , Wyeth, 
PHS, The D angers o f  Ac
t i v e  Im m unization  o f  Hu
mans w ith  Snake Venom, Dr. 
Glenn Slemmer, I n s t ,  f o r

C ancer R esearch , PHS, 
B reed in g  th e  ( tru e )A lb in o  
Corn Snake; Mr. R obert 
Z a p p a lo r t i ,  S ta te n  I s la n d  
Zoo, NYHS, A T u r t le  to  
S ave—Clemmys m uh lenberg i.

MARCH 1974 ESHL MEETING 
WILL BE IN BALTIMORE AREA

The n e x t m eeting  o f  th e  
ESHL w i l l  be March 2 , 1974 
a t  Essex Community C ol
le g e  n e a r  B a ltim o re , Md.

The m eeting  i s  to  be h e ld  
in  th e  l e c tu r e  h a l l  o f  
th e  c o l l e g e ’s A d m in is tra 
t i o n  B u ild in g , noon to  5 
p .m .,  and w i l l  be spon
s o re d  by th e  M aryland 
H e rp e to lo g ic a l  S o c ie ty .

E ssex  Community C o lleg e  
i s  lo c a te d  betw een 1-95  
and  U .S . 40 (P u la sk i Hwy) 
n e a r  E x i t  #33 o f  th e  
B a ltim o re  B eltw ay (1-695 )• 
A pproach i s  v ia  E x i t  #32 , 
tu r n  n o r th  on to  B e la i r  R I. 
p ro c e e d in g  to  Ridge Rd. 
F o llow  Ridge Rd. to  R oss- 
v i l l e  B lvd . (under I - 95 ) 
to  Ridge Rd. e x ten d ed , to  
c o l l e g e .  I f  you re a c h  Md. 
Rt #7 (P h ila d e lp h ia  R d.) 
you have gone to o  f a r . '

P rogram  sp e a k e rs  in c lu d e :  
Mr. J .D .  Hardy, MiHS; D. 
S . Lee, MiHS; H .S . H a rr is  
and  D r. R .S . Simmons, Md. 
HS. Anyone i n t e r e s t e d  
in  p r e s e n t in g  a  p a p e r

p le a s e  c o n ta c t  D e p 't  o f 
H erp e to lo g y , N a tu ra l H is 
to r y  Soc . o f  Mi. 2643 No. 
C h a rle s  S t .B a l t im o re ,  Mi. 
21218 o r  c a l l  Herb H a rr is  
ev en in g s  (301 ) 644 - l l 4 l .  
Those u s in g  p u b lic  t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n  a r e  u rg ed  to  
c o n ta c t  MdHS in  advance 
f o r  t r a n s p o r t  from  B a l t i 
more to  th e  c o l le g e  s i t e .

E x i t  #33 i s  th e  ju n c t io n  
o f  th e  B a lto .  B eltw ay and 
I n t e r s t a t e  95 (V irg in ia
r e s id e n t s  p le a s e  n o te  ----
e x i t  a t  #32 to  B e la i r  Rd. 
to  N orth and Ridge Rd. ) .

ESHL-The E a s te rn  Seaboard
He r p e to lo g ic a l  League i s  
a  f e d e r a t io n  o f  th e  c i t y  
and S ta te  h e r p e to lo g ic a l  
s o c i e t i e s  a lo n g  th e  e a s t  
c o a s t .  Member s o c i e t i e s  
in c lu d e  th e  Ife s s a c h u se tts  
H e rp e to lo g ic a l  S o c ie ty ,  
C o n n e c tic u t HS, New York 
(m e tro p o lita n )  HS, th e  
M uhlenberg Group (N .J ,)  
P h i la .  (m e tro p o lita n )  HS, 
MdHS, W ashington (m etro 
p o l i t a n  DC-Va.-Md.)HS and 
VaHS (s ta tew id e ). VaHS i s  
a  fo u n d in g  member o f  ESHL.

-  3 -
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THE EASTERN KING SNAKE IN 
SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK

The l i t e r a t u r e  re c o rd s  
and one o ld  specim en in  
th e  Park  (SNP) c o l l e c t i o n  
a re  somewhat vague a s  to  
lo c a t io n .  On J u ly  8 ,1973 
Ranger Malcolm Ross found  
a  DOR+ E a s te rn  King Snake 
(la m p ro p e I tis  g . g e t u lu s ) 
on th e  S k y lin e  D rive a t  
m ile  9*8 ( e le v .  2 ,2 5 0  f t )  
WARREN C ounty, V i r g in i a . 
This specim en was d e p o s i
te d  in  th e  SNP c o l le c t io n .  
On J u ly  10, I  found  a  
l iv e  specim en on th e  Sky
l i n e  D rive a t  m ile  16 .5  
( e le v .  2 ,9 5 0  f t )  RAPPA
HANNOCK C ounty, VA. T his 
snake m easured 33 in c h es  
and was p h o to g rap h ed  and 
r e le a s e d .  Photos a re  in  
th e  SNP f i l e . On A ugust 
28, Ranger Norman T ro u t 
found a  DOR specim en on 
S k y lin e  D rive  a t  Shenan
doah V a lle y  O verlook , m i. 
2 .6  ( e le v .  1 ,4 0 0  f t )  in  
WARREN C ounty, VA. T his 
specim en was n o t p r e s e r v 
e d . A l l  th r e e  o f  th e s e  
snakes w ere found  d u r in g  
p e r io d s  o f  p ro lo n g ed  h o t ,  
d ry  w e a th e r . P o s s ib ly ,  
th e y  w ere p ro w lin g  in  
s e a rc h  o f  w a te r  o r  m ois
tu r e .  W ilson C. E s t e l l e ,  
Shadwe 11, VA. ,  rep o  r t e  d a  
l i v e  e a s te r n  k in g sn ak e  on 
S k y lin e  D rive betw een 
A fton  and  Jarm an Gap in  
ALBEMARLE C ounty, VA., (on 
w hat may be th e  ALBEMARLE 
-AUGUSTA co u n ty  l i n e ) .  
(c o n tin u e d  in  n e x t colum n)

COLLECTING NOTES:

R eports  sh o u ld  be backed 
by l i v e  sp ec im en s, p h o to 
graphed  and r e le a s e d ,  o r  
by p re s e rv e d  specim ens in  
a  s c i e n t i f i c  c o l l e c t i o n .

This summer, W.H. M artin , 
I I  , L eesbu rg , VA found  
one DOR E a s te rn  K ingsnake 
in  th e  Shenandoah V a lle y  
b u t he has n o t been  a b le  
to  p in p o in t  th e  lo c a t io n  
on th e  map.

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  E. 
k in g sn ak e  in  n o r th e rn  and  
w e s te rn  V irg in ia  seems to  
be s p o t ty .  I  n ev e r saw 
them in  LOUDOUN County 
where I  l iv e d  f o r  a  num
b e r  o f  y e a r s . C o l le c to r s  
i n  New I^fe.rket and  B rid g e - 
w a te r  in  th e  Shenandoah 
V a lle y  r e p o r t  n one . They 
a re  known from  th e  South  
Branch V a lley  in  th e  West 
V irg in ia  P an h an d le . D ata 
from  th e  w e s te rn  p a r t  o f  
V irg in ia  a r e  to o  meagre 
to  know w h e th e r o r  n o t 
th e  West V irg in ia  p o p u la 
t i o n  i s  i s o l a t e d .

C o l le c to r s  in  FREDERICK 
and  SHENANDOAH c o u n tie s  
may h e lp  f i l l  in  th e  gaps.

(M r.) W. H. M a rtin , I I I  
R t.# 3 , Box 138-C 
E lk to n , VA 22827

+ D .0 .R . = Dead on ro a d .

- 4 -
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NEW COUNTY RECORD FOR 
CAROLINE COUNTY, VA.

In  1967 .* D r. Ann Pace o f 
th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  M ich i
gan  (Ann A rbor) ta p e d  a  
f ro g  chorus a lo n g  U .S . R t. 
#  301 so u th  o f  Bowling 
G reen, VA. When th e  
ta p e  was checked , i t  i n 
c lu d e d  th e  c a l l  o f  th e  
C a rp e n te r  f ro g  (Rana v i r - 
ga t i p e s ) among th e  more 
e x p e c te d  f ro g  v o ic e s . 
The c a rp e n te r  f ro g  had 
been  re c o rd e d  on ly  in  th e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  th e  G reat 
D ism al Swamp u n t i l  v e ry  
r e c e n t ly .  D r. Roger Con- 
a n t  b ro u g h t t h i s  m a tte r  
to  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  MiHS 
and  VaHS. J e r r y  D. Hardy 
Chesapeake B io lo g ic a l  
l a b o ra to r y ,  Solomons, Mi., 
and  l a t e r .  D r. John  B. 
F underburg , Randolph- 
]\fecon C o lle g e , A sh land , 
VA., c o l le c t e d  specim ens 
a t  th e  s i t e  o f  th e  e a r l 
i e r  t a p in g s . A specim en 
has been  d e p o s ite d  in  th e  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  th e  N a tio n 
a l  Museum o f  N a tu ra l H is
to r y  by D r. George R.Zug. 
I t  i s  USNM # 195 , 8 5 9 . A 
d o t has been  p la c e d  on 
th e  VaHS d i s t r i b u t i o n  map 
f o r  t h i s  s p e c ie s .  This 
r e p r e s e n ts  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
ran g e  e x te n s io n  in  V ir 
g in i a .  An o p p o r tu n i ty  i s  
p r e s e n te d  f o r  ch eck in g  in  
th e  c o u n tie s  betw een th e  
D ism al Swamp and CAROLINE 
County to  see  i f  th e re  
a r e  o th e r  p o ck e ts  o f  th e  
c a r p e n te r  f ro g  w hich have 
rem ained  u n d e te c te d .
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COLLECTING WITH A CAMERA! 
by: Mr. George B rew ster

A r lin g to n , VA

VaHS ask ed  Mr. George 
B rew ste r o f  A r l in g to n ,V a . ,  
to  w r i te  an  a r t i c l e  on 
n a tu re  p h o to g rap h y . There 
i s  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  to  th e  
e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  a  sm a ll 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p re s e rv e d  
sp ec im en s . Some o f  th e  
s m a l le r  c o l le g e s  and any 
h ig h  sc h o o l may p r e f e r  to  
go th e  ro u te  Mr. B rew ste r 
recom mends. I t  i s  one 
t h a t  sh o u ld  save a  number 
o f  r e p t i l e s  and am phi
b ia n s  f o r  th e  gene p o o l - -  
and  keep them o u t o f  th e  
fo rm aldehyde j a r s !

P a r t  I I  o f  th e  B rew ste r 
a r t i c l e  i s  p re s e n te d  here; 
P a r t  I  ap p ea red  in  VaHS 
B u l le t in  No. 72 . I f  you 
d id  n o t r e c e iv e  a  copy 
p le a s e  w r i te  th e  e d i t o r .

LIGHTING

L ig h tin g  i s  th e  key to  
good p i c t u r e s . R ecogn iz
a b le  p ic tu r e s  can  u s u a l ly  
be made by d a y l ig h t ,  
w h e th er d i r e c t  s u n l ig h t  
o r  th e  f l a t  l i g h t  o f  a 
c loudy  day . S u n lig h t  i s  
u s u a l ly  good l i g h t ,  b u t 
you sh o u ld  a t  l e a s t  use a 
r e f l e c t o r  to  f i l l  in  th e  
d a rk  shadow s. And some 
s u b je c ts  a re  v e ry  unhappy 
i n  s u n l ig h t .

C loudy o r  hazy  s k ie s  make 
f o r  e a s i e r  work, b u t th e y  
may g ive  f l a t ,  u n i n t e r 
e s t i n g  p i c t u r e s .  They 
may a ls o  g iv e  p o o r c o lo r .

e s p e c i a l l y  w ith  c e r t a i n  
f i l m s .

The use o f  a r t i f i c i a l  
l i g h t in g  i s  u s u a l ly  d e 
s i r a b l e ,  e i t h e r  a lo n e  o r  
in  co m b in a tio n  w ith  su n 
l i g h t .  In  u s in g  a  f l a s h  
w ith  su n , th e  exposure  
can  be b ased  on e i t h e r  
l i g h t  so u rc e , th e  o th e r  
b e in g  ta k e n  a s  f i l l  l i g h t .  
F lo o d lig h ts  sh o u ld  be 
ru le d  o u t;  th e y  r e q u ir e  
s p e c ia l  f i lm  f o r  c o lo r  
b a la n c e , and th e y  a r e  to o  
h a rd  on th e  s u b je c t s .

Blue f la s h b u lb s  and e l e c 
t r o n i c  f l a s h  a re  b o th  
s u i t a b l e .  E le c tro n ic
f l a s h  i s  u s u a l ly  more 
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  E x c e lle n t  
sm a ll u n i t s  u s in g  p e n l i t e  
b a t t e r i e s  a re  now a v a i l 
a b le  f o r  l e s s  th a n  $2 5 . 
These a re  c h ea p e r in  th e  
lo n g  ru n  th a n  b u lb s .

Your s c i e n t i f i c  p u rp o ses  
can  u s u a l ly  be a c h ie v e d  
by th e  use o f  a  s in g le  
f l a s h  a t  th e  cam era. More 
p le a s in g  r e s u l t s  can  be 
o b ta in e d  by moving th e  
l i g h t  so u rce  to  one s id e  
and  u s in g  a  r e f l e c t o r  on 
th e  o p p o s ite  s id e .  E a s ie r  
and  b e t t e r  i s  th e  use o f  
two f la s h g u n s . Exposure 
f o r  m u l t ip le  f l a s h  can  be 
d e te rm in ed  from  th e  p r i n 
c i p a l  l i g h t  so u rc e . Only 
i f  two o r  more l i g h t s  a re  
a t  n e a r ly  e q u a l d is ta n c e s  
from  th e  s u b je c t  i s  i t  
a  MUST to  a llo w  f o r  b o th .

The b e s t  l i g h t i n g  f o r  
r e a l l y  e x c i t in g  s h o ts  i s  
u s u a l ly  two l i g h t s  in  
f r o n t  o f  th e  s u b je c t  and 
one b eh ind  i t .  Care must 
be ta k e n  to  p re v e n t ray s  
from  th e  b a c k l ig h t  from  
s t r i k i n g  th e  l e n s .

P A R T  T W O
The use o f  a  number o f  
l i g h t s  r e q u i r e s  some 
p r a c t ic e  and e x p e rim e n ta 
t i o n .  I t  a l s o  r e q u ir e s  
some s o r t  o f  equipm ent to  
h o ld  th e  v a r io u s  g u n s . 
M u ltip le  f l a s h  i s  accom
p l i s h e d  in  two ways: You
can  have " s la v e "  u n i t s  
t r ig g e r e d  by th e  f l a s h  o f  
th e  main u n i t  co n n ec ted  
to  th e  cam era. Or you
can  o b ta in  m u l t ip le  con
n e c to rs  and e x te n s io n  
co rd s  and hook e v e ry th in g  
up to  th e  cam era. The 
v a r io u s  u n i t s  m ust a l l  be 
th e  same p hase  ( i . e . ,
w ired  th e  same way) o r  
th e  f l a s h  c o n ta c ts  in  th e  
cam era may be damaged. 
One way to  in s u re  t h i s  i s  
have a l l  i d e n t i c a l  u n i t s .

P e rs p e c tiv e  can  be a  p ro 
b lem . The recommended 
b e llo w s and lo n g -fo eu s  
le n s  e l im in a te s  many p ro 
blems a r i s i n g  from  work
in g  to o  c lo s e  to  th e  su b 
j e c t ,  b u t th e re  a re  
o t h e r s . Too h ig h  a  v iew 
p o in t  can  g iv e  v e ry  un
p le a s a n t  r e n d i t i o n s . The
ways to  a v o id  t h i s  a re :

k'-_



VsHS BULLETIN No. 73
-  6 -

Ja n u a ry -F e b ru a ry  197^-
COLLECTING WITH A CAMERA: 

(c o n tin u e d )

(1) Use a  s h o r t  t r i p o d .  
U n fo r tu n a te ly , s a t i s f a c 
to r y  s h o r t  t r ip o d s  f o r  
use  w ith  b e llo w s-e q u ip p e d  
cam eras a r e  v i r t u a l l y  un 
o b ta in a b le  .
(2) Put th e  s u b je c t  on a 
t a b l e ,  and  th e  t r i p o d  on 
th e  f l o o r  o r  g round . This 
i s n ' t  alw ays a s  e a sy  as  
i t  sounds; q u i te  a  b i t  o f  
e x p e r im e n ta tio n  may be 
n e c e s s a ry  b e fo re  you f in d  
s u i t a b le  p o s i t io n s  f o r  
s u b je c t  and  t r i p o d .
(3) A b e t t e r  s o lu t i o n  i s  
th e  a u t h o r 's  homemade 
p la ty p o d , w hich c o n s i s t s  
o f  a  heavy u n iv e r s a l  t r i 
pod head  mounted on a  
wooden b o a rd  a  -5 /20  screw  
w i l l  f i t  th e  so c k e t o f  a  
s ta n d a rd  t r i p o d  h ead . 
Four long  screw s mounted 
in  T eenuts a t  th e  c o rn e rs  
p ro v id e  a d ju s tm e n ts  f o r  
rough t e r r a i n .

Some th o u g h t sh o u ld  be 
g iv en  to  th e  s e t - u p  o r  
lo c a t io n  where th e  p i c 
tu r e s  w i l l  be made. There 
i s  much to  be s a id  f o r  
p h o to g rap h in g  th e  an im a l 
in  i t s  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  - -  
in c lu d in g ,  a l a s ,  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  i t ' s  commonly im pos
s i b l e .  The l a r g e r  r e p 
t i l e s  can  o f te n  be p h o to 
g raphed  where th e y  a re  
fo u n d . Snakes b ro u g h t to  
bay  o f te n  pose b e a u t i f u l 
l y .  The n a t u r a l  s u rro u n d 
in g s  w here l i z a r d s  a re  
found a r e  o f t e n  i d e a l  
b ackg rounds. B ut, th o se  
c r e a tu r e s  who l i v e  u n d er 
th in g s  have to  be p h o to 
graphed e lse w h e re .

Such sa lam anders  as  th e  
P le th o d o n s may be coaxed 
in to  ly in g  q u ie t  on a 
n ea rb y  p a tc h  o f  moss, o r  
p e rh ap s  on to p  o f  th e  lo g  
u nder w hich th e y  l i v e .  
E la b o ra te  l i g h t in g  s e t 
ups f o r  th e s e  f i e l d  sh o ts  
a r e  u n u s u a lly  im p ra c t ic a l  
e x c e p t f o r  such  p a t i e n t  
an im a ls  a s  to a d s .

Most o f  th e  b e s t  p ic tu r e s  
a r e  made a t  home. (The 
borrow ed an im a l sh o u ld  be 
r e tu rn e d  n o t to  what you 
c o n s id e r  a  s u i t a b le  h a b i
t a t ,  b u t to  th e  p la c e  
where i t  was fo u n d .)  
A few la rg e  f l a t  s to n e s  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  c o lo rs  make 
f in e  s e t t i n g s  f o r  m ost 
am phib ians and th e  s m a l l
e r  r e p t i l e s . W ith a  
s u i t a b l e  cam era a n g le ,  
th e  s to n e  s e rv e s  as b o th  
su p p o r t and background .

Busy backgrounds a re  a n 
n o y in g . O bviously  a r t i 
f i c i a l  ones a re  d i s l i k e d  
by most p e o p le .  A p l a in  
background , such  as  a 
ro c k , lo g , o r  t r e e  i s  
u s u a l ly  in o f f e n s iv e .  Some 
p h o to g ra p h e rs  l i k e  more 
e la b o r a te  s e t-u p s  w hich 
s im u la te  n a t u r a l  h a b i ta t s .  
Such a rran g em en ts  a re  
b e s t  l e f t  to  th e  in g en u 
i t y  and a r t i s t r y  o f  th e  
in d iv id u a l .

A n e u t r a l  ca rd b o a rd  may 
be u sed , and  may, c o i n c i 
d e n ta l ly ,  se rv e  a s  a  r e 
f l e c t o r .  Such a  d ev ice  
can  a l s o  be a  n u isa n c e ; a 
p l a i n  w a ll  o f  a  h o u se , 
f a r  enough away to  be c u t

o f  fo c u s , can  be q u i te  a s  
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  The c o rn e r  
te tw e e n  a  w a ll  and  th e  
back  s te p s  may make a  
good lo c a t io n .  Among 
o th e r  th in g s ,  i t  l im i t s  
th e  escape ro u te s  a v a i l 
a b le  to  a  nervous a n im a l.

MAKING THE PICTURE

Camera, l i g h t s ,  b ack 
ground , sh o u ld  a l l  be in  
p o s i t i o n  b e fo re  th e  
an im a l i s  in tro d u c e d . 
Have a  n e t  handy f o r  
em ergency r e c a p tu r e s . 
Focus a t  l e a s t  a p p ro x i
m a te ly  on th e  s p o t where 
th e  animal w i l l  be p la c e d . 
When e v e ry th in g  i s  read y , 
b r in g  on th e  a n im a l. I t  
i s  h ig h ly  d e s i r a b le  to  
have a  h e lp e r  to  manage 
th e  spec im en . Very s k i t 
t i s h  c r i t t e r s  can  th e n  be 
h e ld  down w h ile  you fo cu s 
and fram e th e  p i c tu r e .  
When you a r e  re a d y , th e  
h e lp e r ,  s e n s in g  a  moment 
o f  r e l a x a t io n ,  g iv e s  a 
s ig n a l  and removes h is  
hand o r  h an d s , w hereupon 
you sh o o t - -  f a s t .

L acking a  h e lp e r ,  you 
have to  keep p u t t in g  your 
an im a l back  u n t i l  he 
s ta y s  p u t lo n g  enough to  
c o r r e c t  aim  and fo c u s , 
s to p  down, and shoot- 
Gray t r e e f r o g s  (Hy la  v .  
v e r s ic o lo r )  a re  no p ro 
blem  w h a tev e r; w ith  some 
o f  th e  Squama.ta ( l i z a r d s  
and sn a k e s)  i t  i s  a l l  b u t 
im p o ss ib le  I C ooling  w i l l  
q u ie t  down a l l  am phibian: 
and r e p t i l e s  e v e n tu a l ly .
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They can  be k e p t in  a  r e 
f r i g e r a t o r  u n t i l  c u r t a in  
c a l l . ,  and a  p a i l  o f  ic e  
cubes can  be k e p t handy.

Some can  s t i l l  be d i f f i 
c u l t  a f t e r  lo n g  c o o lin g -  
o f f  p e r io d s . N o rth e rn  
w a te r  snakes a r e  q u ic k ly  
subdued by r e f r i g e r a t o r  
te m p e ra tu re s ,  b u t  f r e e z 
in g  te m p e ra tu re  h a rd ly  
slow s up th e  e a s te r n  r i b 
bon sn a k e . To p h o to g rap h  
an  e a s te r n  worm sn ak e , I  
have r e s o r t e d  to  an  i s 
la n d  o f  ro ck  in  a  w ashtub 
o f  w a te r  and  w a ite d  u n t i l  
i t  w ea rie d  o f  swimming.

S m a lle r  an im a ls  can  be 
p h o to g rap h ed  in  a  t e r r a 
rium  o r  aquarium  i f  n e c 
e s s a r y .  G rea t c a re  i s  
needed in  p h o to g rap h in g  
th ro u g h  g l a s s . Eoth s u r 
fa c e s  must be c le a n ,  and 
l i g h t s  m ust be p la c e d  so 
t h a t  none w i l l  be r e f l e c 
te d  in to  th e  l e n s . The 
aquarium  i s  th e  obv ious 
p la c e  to  p h o to g rap h  th e  
v e n te r s  o f  am p h ib ian s , 
m ost o f w hich can  ad h e re  
to  a  v e r t i c a l  g la s s  f a c e .

Some an im a ls  w i l l  be 
p r a c t i c a l l y  unm anageable 
under any  c o n d i t io n s ,  and 
m ust be r e s t r a i n e d  by an  
a s s i s t a n t  w h ile  b e in g  
p h o to g rap h e d .

The r e s u l t i n g  p ic tu r e s  
may se rv e  f o r  re c o rd s , b u t 
w i l l  n ev e r w in p r iz e s  as  
works o f  a r t .

THE PICTURES

U su a lly  you w i l l  want 
more th a n  one p i c tu r e .  
The s p e c i f i c  id e n t i f y in g  
d e t a i l s  sh o u ld , o f  course, 
be shown, and t h i s  c o u ld  
r e q u ir e  more th a n  one 
p i c t u r e .  D if f e r e n t  view s 
a re  u s u a l ly  d e s i r a b l e ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i f  you lo o k  on 
your specim ens as  th in g s  
o f  b e a u ty  a s  w e ll  as  
th in g s  to  docum ent. One 
p ic tu r e  sh o u ld  in c lu d e  a  
r u l e r  o r  s c a le ,  i f  s iz e  
i s  im p o r ta n t . (Keep th e  
s c a le  n e a r  to  th e  s u b je c t ,  
and  a t  r i g h t  a n g le s  to  
th e  o p t i c a l  a x i s . )  You 
w i l l  p ro b a b ly  w ant one 
p ic tu r e  as  e s t h e t i c a l l y  
p le a s in g  a s  p o s s ib le ,  and 
f r e e  o f  i r r e l e v a n t  m a tte r  

even th e  hardened  
s c i e n t i s t  lo o k in g  f o r  a 
te x tb o o k  i l l u s t r a t i o n  
w i l l  p ic k  th e  p r e t t i e r  o f  
two p ic tu r e s  o f  e q u a l 
s c i e n t i f i c  v a lu e .

Some specim ens w i l l  
change p a t te r n s  and c o lo r  
w h ile  under your c a r e . 
R ecords o f  th e s e  changes 
a r e  v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and 
a re  one o f  th e  th in g s  a 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  specim ens

w o n 't g iv e  you. D epending 
on your p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r 
e s t s ,  you may want o th e r  
s p e c ia l  s l i d e s .  I  l i k e  
to  re c o rd  in d iv id u a l  a s  
w e ll  a s  s p e c i f i c  c h a ra c 
t e r i s t i c s ,  and go o u t o f  
my way to  p h o to g rap h  
v a r i a n t s . You c o u ld  make 
e x t r a s  f o r  exchange w ith  
o th e r  c o l l e c t o r s ,  and  you 
sh o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  have one 
f o r  th e  VaHS r e c o r d s . 
D u p lic a te s  can  alw ays be 
made, b u t e x t r a  o r ig i n a l s  
a re  ch ea p er and b e t t e r .

Specimens sh o u ld  be num
b e re d  j u s t  as  th e y  w ould 
be in  any  c o l l e c t i o n .  The 
s l id e s  sh o u ld  a l l  c a r ry  
th e  specim en number and 
a n o th e r  num ber. The 
e q u iv a le n t  o f  a  museum 
l a b e l  c o u ld  be k e p t in  a  
3"X 5 "card  f i l e .  I  keep 
a n o th e r  re c o rd  f o r  a l l  
s p e c ie s :  an  e x t r a  lo o s e -
l e a f  page o r  pages a s  an  
append ix  to  th e  monograph 
o f  th e  s p e c ie s  in  th e  
C ata logue  o f A m erican Am
p h ib ia n s  and R e p t i l e s , 
where a l l  my n o te s  a re  
re c o rd e d  a lo n g  w ith  th e  
numbers and d e s c r ip t io n  
o f  s l i d e s  and n e g a t iv e s .  
N eed less to  sa y , I  have 
p e rs o n a l  ap p en d ices  to  
monographs t h a t  h a v e n 't  
y e t  been  p u b lish e d ; b u t 
i t  makes my copy o f  th e  
c a ta lo g u e  one o f  th e  most 
i n t e r e s t i n g  in  e x is te n c e .

- 7 -
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Dr- CONANT IN BTETv7 MEXICO

D r. Roger Conant r e t i r e d  
as  D ir e c to r  o f  th e  P h i l a 
d e lp h ia  Z o o lo g ic a l Garden 
and C u ra to r  o f  R e p t i le s , 
P h i la d e lp h ia  Zoo, on hfey 
31 , 1973* D r. Roger and 
M rs. I s a b e l l e  Hunt Conant 
a re  h o n o ra ry  l i f e  members 
o f  th e  V irg in ia  H erp e to - 
lo g i c a l  S o c ie ty  (VaHS). 
The Conants moved to  A l
buquerque , N. M ex., in  
m id-O ctober 1973 •
D r. Roger C o n a n t 's  a d 
d re s s  i s :  D epartm ent o f
B io lo g y , U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
New M exico, A lbuquerque, 
N. M ex., 87106 
He n o te s  t h a t  th e  second 
e d i t io n  o f  th e  P e te rs o n  
F ie ld  Guide to  Amphibians 
and R e p t i le s  has been  d e 
l i v e r e d  to  th e  p u b l i s h e r  
and he a n t i c i p a t e s  r e a d 
in g  p ro o f  and  ch eck in g  
m ost o f  th e  s p r in g  (1974 ).

"I am w orking in  Shenan
doah N a tio n a l P ark  and 
l i v in g  a t  Simmons Gap. I  
e x p e c t to  be h e r e ' u n t i l  
December 21 , and w i l l  
resume a t  SNP in  A p r i l .  
In  my sp a re  t i m e , I  am a t 
tem p tin g  a  r a t t l e s n a k e  
census i n  th e  P a rk . I  
saw o v e r 300 th u s  f a r  
p lu s  some b a b i e s . • . "(See 
item  u nder " C o lle c tin g  
N o te s" on K ingsnakes in  
Shenandoah N a tio n a l P ark .) 
S in c e re ly ,

(M r.)*V 7. II. M a rtin , I I I  
139 Shenandoah S t r e e t  
L eesburg , VA 22075

LETTERS, IDEAS, COMMENTS:

On May 23 , 1973>a t  F ran k 
l i n ,  VA., I  c a p tu re d  a 
n o r th e rn  fen ce  l i z a r d  
(S ce lo p o ru s  u n d u la tu s  
hyac i n t h i n u s ) c lim b in g  
o u t o f  a  l o b l o l l y  p in e . 
I t  was a n  a d u l t  fe m a le . 
(S n o u t-v e n t le n g th  7cm. 
t a i l  le n g th  6 . 5c m .) . The 
te m p e ra tu re  was in  th e  
low 8 0 ' s .  I t  was ab o u t 1 
p .m . On June 1 , w ith in  
th e  Buckingham-Appomattox 
S ta te  F o re s t  ab o u t 7m iles 
in to  APPOMATTOX County, I  
c a p tu re d  a  male n o r th e rn  
fen ce  l i z a r d  s k i t t e r i n g  
a b o u t in  a  p i l e  o f  dead 
le a v e s .  An immature m ale, 
(sn o u t-v e n t le n g th  4 .5 cm .) 
( t a i l  le n g th  5cm .) Time: 
a b o u t 3 :3 0  p .m ., temp.was 
in  th e  7 0 's .  P re v io u s ly , 
a  male a d u l t  fe n c e  l i z a r d  
was s ig h te d  in  th e  f i e l d s  
b eh in d  th e  o ld  Appomattox 
C o u rt House (20 N&y 1973)*

(M r.) Bruce A. John so n *  
E-2 D ra p e r ’s Meadow 
B la ck sb u rg , VA 24060

On Sunday, 10 F eb ru a ry , 
1974, n e a r  L o v e t t s v i l l e ,  
LOUDOUN C ounty, VA., I  
saw a n  e a s te r n  g a r t e r  
snake (Thamnophis is. s i r - 
t a l i s ) .  What s t r u c k  me 
was t h a t  i t  was r e s t i n g  
on th e  snow; te m p e ra tu re s  
w ere m ild  a t  noon tim e. I  
p ic k e d  i t  up and i t  con 
t r a c t e d  i t s  body in  a d e 
f e n s iv e  m anner.

(Ms. )  Brenda Snowden 
B runsw ick, Mi.

* VaHS Member

"I have some d a ta  on 
snakes t h a t  I  have seen  
d u rin g  th e  l a s t  y e a r  t h a t  
m ight a id  th e  su rv e y  o f  
V irg in ia n  am phib ians and 
r e p t i l e s .

A ugust 6 , 1972: Young
copperhead  (A g k is tro d o n  
c_. m okasen) on a  .h i l l s i d e  
f a c in g  Holmes Run, \  m i. 
dow nstream  from  th e  Lake 
B a rc ro f t  Dam. C o lo ra tio n  
b len d ed  in  w ith  su rro u n d 
in g  le a v e s ,  t a i l  was 
g re e n is h .  When an g ry  
( d is tu r b e d ) ,  snake b e a t  
end o f  t a i l  on th e  ground 
making a  r a t t l i n g  sound .

Septem ber 10, 1972: E a s t 
e rn  worm sn a k e (C arphophis 
a .  am oenus) 6 in c h e s ,
g ray  above, p in k is h  below; 
v e ry  sm a ll e y e s , found 
under 1 f o o t  o f  d e b r is  
( p a r t  o f  o ld  t r a s h  p i l e  
from  19^0 ’s and  195 0 's )  
in  p in e  woods n o t f a r  
from  Holmes Run, ab o u t 1 
m ile  from  Lake B a rc ro f t  
Dam, n e a r  L i l i a n  Carey 
Elem. S ch o o l. A nother 
sm a ll worm snake was 
found  w h ile  d ig g in g  in  
same t r a s h  heap on Novem
b e r  18 , 1972 .

J u ly  25, 1973: R ingneck
Snake (D iadophis pu n c ta - 
tu s  e d w a rd s i i ) 12 in c h e s , 
found  under a  lo g  w h ile  
h ik in g  a lo n g  South Run in  
FAIRFAX C ounty.

(M r.) H k r tin  Brandwein 
6537 B ay tree  C t.
F a l l s  Church, VA 
22041
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O rg a n iz a tio n  Rage:

OCTOBER 20, 1973 - AUTUMN 
VaHS MEETING AT VIRGINIA 
COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY

The VaHS g a th e r in g  a t  VCU 
Richmond, VA., on 20 O ct. 
was g re e te d  by D r. Lewis 
C. G o ld s te in , cha irm an  o f  
th e  b io lo g y  d e p ’t  o f  VCU, 
D r. C h arle s  R. Blem, VaHS’ 
h o s t ,  and  Mr. Jo sep h  C. 
M itc h e ll ,  v ic e  p r e s id e n t  
o f  th e  VCU b io lo g y  c lu b  
and  lo n g -tim e  VaHS member. 
O rg a n iz a tio n a l  m a tte r s  
d is c u s s e d  w ere: R ep o rt on 
th e  Va. H e rp e to lo g ic a l  
Survey in c lu d in g  VaHS c o 
o p e ra t io n  w ith  D r. Conant 
in  r e v is in g  h is  F ie ld  
gu ide  maps (Va. p o r t i o n ) ;  
c o -o p e ra t io n  w ith  VPI&SU 
C o o p era tiv e  W ild l i f e  R es . 
U nit on th e  V irg in ia n  e n 
dangered  s p e c ie s  l i s t ;  
announcem ent o f  th e  fo rm 
in g  o f  a  VaHS d i r e c t o r a t e  
composed o f  c o l le g e  and 
u n iv e r s i ty  f a c u l t y  in  
b io lo g y , zo o lo g y , and 
n a tu r a l  s c ie n c e  d e p a r t 
m ents in  V irg in ia  and 
a d ja c e n t  s t a t e s .

I n t e r e s t i n g  t a l k s  were 
g iv e n  by a  number o f  th e  
p eo p le  p r e s e n t . Among 
them , n o t in  th e  o rd e r  o f  
th e  i  r  appea ranc  e , we r e :

Dr. C h arle s  R. Elem, VCU; 
M rs. D ale L. B r i t t l e  o f  
Bowling G reen, VA; Mr.

M ichael C l i f f o r d ,  A m elia, 
VA; Mr. Howard F en to n , 
Iv&nassas, VA; Mr. D .E. 
F ig g , Richmond, VA; 
D r. John  B. F underbu rg , 
Randolph-N&con C o lle g e , 
A sh land , VA; Mr. R obert J. 
Gagnon and Mr. W illiam  
Gagnon, M echan icsv ille ,V A ; 
Mr. R ich ard  E. Goetz o f  
W illiam sb u rg , VA; D r. L.C. 
G o ld s te in , VCU; Mr. Wm. D. 
H a r t,  Richmond, VA; Mr. 
P e te r  T. H e r t l ,  R andolph- 
Micon C o lle g e , A sh land ; 
Mr. D ennie R. H o llo w e ll cf 
P o rtsm ou th , VA; D r. J .  
M ichael Jo n e s , Emory and  
Henry C o lle g e , Emory, VA; 
Mr. C h r is to p h e r  K eeb le , 
Emory and Henry C o lle g e ; 
Mr. Jo sep h  A. Lew is, E&HC, 
Richmond, VA; Ms. L iza  
L u n d e ll (ESHL) B e th esd a , 
Md; Mr. M ichael M eM illan, 
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  VA; Mr. 
Jo sep h  C. M itc h e l l ,  VCU; 
Mr. J e f f r e y  R. M uenster, 
E&HC, W arren ton , VA; Dr. 
John  F . P a g e Is , VCU;
Mr. R ich ard  C. Pavey,VCU; 
Mr. N ick S ch le y , P o r t s 
mouth, VA; Mr. Spilm an 
S h o r t,  E&HC, Richmond,VA; 
Mr. John  S te in e r ,  C heste r, 
VA; Mr. F ra n k lin  J .  Tobey 
Loudoun H e ig h ts , VA; D r. 
George R. Zug (USNM) and 
Mr. Jon  Zug, A rling ton ,V A .

Come to  th e  n e x t VaHS 
m eeting  p re p a re d  to  t a l k  
a b o u t y ou r p r o je c t s  and 
b r in g  y o u r s l i d e s . .

ANNOUNCED AT VaHS OCTOBER 
MEETING:
" . . .  we have com pleted  
th e  th e s i s  "The Rare and  
Endangered T e r r e s t r i a l  
V e r te b ra te s  o f  V i r g i n i a , " 
by Mr. Wayne R uss. I t  i s  
a  338 -page r e p o r t  and 
c o n ta in s  a  good tre a tm e n t 
o f  th e  V irg in ia  h e rp e to -  
fa u n a . As you w e ll  know, 
a  l o t  o f  a s s i s ta n c e  was 
g iv e n  t h i s  s tu d y  by mem
b e rs  o f  th e  VaHS. . . .  I
s h a l l  be happy to  send  a 
copy f o r  th e  f i l e s  o f  th e  
Va. H e rp e to lo g ic a l  S o c . .  "

(Dr . )  Burd S . MeGinnes 
Va. C o o p era tiv e  W ild
l i f e  R esearch  U nit 

B lack sb u rg , VA 24061

A l i s t  o f  th e  r a r e  and 
endangered  s p e c ie s  and  
t h e i r  s t a t u s  w i l l  be c a r 
r i e d  in  a  f u tu r e  is s u e  o f  
th e  VaHS BULLETIN.

DON’T FORGET THE APRIL 20 
VaHS MEETING IN NORFOLKI 

(see  bo ttom  o f  p .2 )

Membership c a rd s  w i l l  be 
e n c lo se d  w ith  VaHS B//74 
in s te a d  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  
is s u e  to  g e t  ESHL m eeting  
n o t ic e  to  a l l  members, i f  
p o s s ib le .  Hie d e t a i l s  o f  
th e  B a l to .  a r e a  m eeting  
came in  m id -F eb ru a ry .

FJT

T his i s  in s id e  co v er o f  
VaHS BULLETIN #73•


