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On June 2, 1976/ mY sons 
Lawrence and C arl accom
panied  me on a b o a t t r i p  
in tended  to  check o u t th e  
rep u ted  p resence o f the  
e a s te rn  cottonm outhin  the  
Dragon ..Run Swamp near 
Saluda, V irg in ia . This 
e n te rp r is e  was f r u s t r a t e d  
by high  w ater in  the  swamp 
and an approaching  a f t e r 
noon thundersto rm . The 
l a t t e r ,  however, was a 
b le s s in g  • im  d is g u is e .' For 
a f t e r  i t s  passag e , w ith  
th e  o n se t o f  a warm damp 
summer n ig h t, we drove on 
back roads look ing  fo r  
w hatever anim als might be 
out. and a c t i v e . The main 
course o f th i s  survey  was 
sou th  on S ta te ; R t . l4  from 
S t.  S tep h en 's , Church to:' 
Cumnor, then  e a s t  on R t. 
6l 6 to  D rag o n v ille , sou th  
on C o.R t. 6 l4 , to  L i t t l e  
Plymouth, and l a s t l y  e a s t 
ward on R t. 603 to  Mascot 
and Saluda. This 35-m ile 
ro u te  was in  KING & QUEEN 
County, and was tra v e rs e d  
between 9 pm and m idn igh t.

w  "1 m i /j :n
Remarkably, not a s in g le  
snake, a l iv e  o r D.O.R.+ 
was seen . ’I  drove slow ly  
w ith  the  h e ad lig h ts  on 
high  beam and my sons 
perched  on the  f r o n t  o f 
the  car in  o rd e r to  pounce 
on w hatever moved ahead.

, [Z ■ 0 : .•* ' • '
G reat numbers of toads 
(Bufo am ericanus) and So. 
leo p ard  fro g s  (Rana u t r i c 
u la r !* )  were o b ta in ed ,
______  . 'j oi 1
+ D.O.R. = Dead on road .
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TREEFROG IN VIRGINIA s -x  
- -  ̂ - - - - - - -
by:. (DrO R.L. HOFFMAN \ 1 

Department o f B iology 
Radford C o llege, VA

id e n t i f i e d ,  and p u t o f f  
the  pavement.. (Many c ru sh 
ed specimens were seen  
even though t r a f f i c  wasa 
n e g l ig ib le .)  Near the  
c ro s s in g  o f G a rn e tt 's  
Creek, about 4 m iles w est 
o f S te v e n sv ille  we o b ta in 
ed s e v e ra l  specimens o f 
th e  C o asta l P la in  gray 
t r e e  fro g  (Hyla L chrysos - 
c e l i s ) and one green t r e e -  
fro g  ((Hyla c in e r e a ) a l l  
now: in - th e  c o l le c t io n  o f
the: r U.S • N a tio n a l Museum 
o f N a tu ra l H is to ry  (USNM) 
As a. m a tte r-o f  f a c t ,  ' we. 
were seldom o u t o f range 
o f c h ry so sc e lis  choruses 
a l l 'e v e n in g .  And, bo th  
H. c in e re a  and R.' u t r i c u 
l a r  i a  cou ld  be heard  
whenever th e  road  passed  
reaso n ab ly  n ear a  pond o r. 
a  swamp. ..' 1 '
'•'ir ' r? Li r .*1 0 .

A b o u t'10 p .m ., on R t. 6l 6 
j u s t  0..3 m iles e a s t  o f 
the  Cumnor in te r s e c t io n ,  
we were ga lv an ized  by a 
d i f f e r e n t  c a l l :  massed
te le g ra p h  keys sending  in  
a f r a n t i c  tempo. T h is , o f 
co u rse , tu rn e d  ou t to  be 
Hyla fem o ra lis  in  g re a t 
num bers. The chorus was 
coming from dra inage  
d itc h e s  and pools in  a 
r e c e n t ly  cu t-over. ro ad 
s id e  w oodlot. D espite  
t h e i r  ‘ enthusiasm ,, th e se  
fro g s  were most c au tio u s  
and f e l l  s i l e n t  w ith in  an 
** VaHS D ire c to r
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8-foot- u a d i us- o f each c o l 
le c to r^ , i t  took  some very  
p a t ie n t  sea rch in g  among-; 
th e  Ju n eu s r clumps to
lo c a te  two males (both in  
th e  USNM c o l l e c t i o n . ) .  
T h is .... .species was no t 
heard  ag a in  during  our 
subsequent jo u rn ey .

over the  r; same ro u te  at 
about th e  same tim e . The 
reg io n  had thunderstorm ? 
la t e  each day fo r  a week, 
bu t on the  8th  th e re  wa. 
on ly  d is ta n t  h ea t .ligh t 
n ing . Not a s in g le  fro^.v 
o f any sp ec ie s  was e i th e i  
seen  on th e 1 road o r  hearc

On the  fo llo w in g  moraine 
I  went to  th e  f e m o ra l! , 
s i t e  1 a t  Cumnor. A more 
im probab le-look ing  p lace  
could  h a rd ly  be imagined: 
an 'e x te n t  o f u t te r ly  
mediocre second (or th irc  
growth scrubby woods of 
oak, sweet gum, and black 
gum, bad ly  d itc h e d  . ana 
s c a r re d  by •• the.’ lum bering . 
o p e ra tio n , and l i t te re <  
w ith  heaps o f branches 
and s t u m p s I t  was cei 
t a i n l y  no t th e  p ine woods 
h a b i ta t  a t t r ib u te d  to  the 
sp ec ie s  in  th e  books.' Tr 
my. ey es , the  p lace  looked 
no d iffe re n t,, (aside  fro i 
the  d is tu rb a n c e )  th an  f 
hundred o th e rs . in  the 
same county , n o rth  anc 
so u th . Yet, on ly  twe 
months b e fo re , i t  wa.

(Continued on_pag£ two:,)
* VaHS member

VaHS BULLETIN i s  a  n e w s le tte r  
app earin g  a t  l e a s t s  fo u r  tim es 
a y e a r . I t s  pages a re  open 
f o r  a r t i c l e s  o r  comment on 
to p ic s  r e la te d  to  V irg in ia n , 
h e rp e to lo g y , y- The p r in c ip a l  
a c t i v i t y  i s  th e  s t a t e  survey 
o f r e p t i le s ,  and am phib ians.
(Request B u lle tin s  No. 80 and 
85 on th e  VaHS program, e t c .)

VaHS BULLETIN is  s e n t f r e e  o.t 
+1 : ;> c o s t  t o 'V i r g in i a 's  u n iv e r s i t

and c o lle g e  b io lo g y , zoolo^ 
and n a tu ra l  sc ien ce  departmer. 
Science and b io lo g y  teache 
—high schoo l o r  ju n io r  higl. 
may re c e iv e  th e  VaHS BULLET 
(w ith membership) a t  $1.00 a 
y ear; p le a se  make re q u e s t on 1 
school le t te rh e a d ,  i f  p o ssib le
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occupied  by a t  l e a s t  300 
c a l l in g  males o f Hyla fem- 
o r a l i s . Why here and no
where e ls e  a long  our 
i t i n e r a r y  ?

Since th e  s in g le  'r e c o r d  
fo r  Calvert-Co-.; M aryland, 
has been dropped' as  be ing  
o f f d o u b tfu l s t a t u s t h e  
p re s e n t lo c a l i t y  in  KING- 
and QUEEN County, VA, now 
becomes the  northernm ost 
known fo r  th is -  sp e c ie s , 
and extends th e  ran g e -• in- 
V irg in ia  alm ost 35 m iles 
n o rth  o f N e il Richmond’s 
f in d  in  NEW KENT C o .,n ea r 
Lanexa. But, i s  i t  on ly  
a tem porary range l im i t  ? 
Considering- the  circum 
s tan ces  recorded; above, 
the  sp ec ie s  i s  obv iously  
v e r y s p o t ty ,  v e ry  lo c a l ,  
in  V irg in ia , and no t 
n e c e s s a r i ly  x l im ite d  ..to  
p ine  woods.

**

•xor:i t v  f f. o l
E arly  nex t June w i l l  f in d  
me, l ik e  C harles Kura I t  y  
"on th e  ,road’o r i n  e a s te rn  
V irg in ia , working w ith in  
a 30--m ile ra d iu s  o f  Tappa- 
hannock. I  hope th a t  
o th e r  VaHS members w i l l  
be s tim u la te d  to  do l i k e 
w ise . Time may be running  
o u t; th e re , i s  a l o t  o f 
c le a r in g  b e in g .,  done in  
th a t- 'g e n e ra l reg io n . Who 
knows- w hat sm all popu la
tio n s"  o f xfem oralis  may be 
going a long  w ith  th e  t re e s ?

xlo od n •
(D r.) 'Richard L. Hoffman** 

Department o f B io logy /' 
Radford C o llege, Radford, 
V irg in ia  2 ^ lL l

or*

IS THE LESSER SIREN TO 
BE “ FOUND IN ' VIRGINIA ?'
_ _ _ _ _ _  j t t  - I . f t
This q u e s tio n  was asked 
a t  th e  VA'. TECH symposium 
in  May d u ring  d iscu ss io n s  
on th e  s ta tu s  o f  the  
g re a te r  s i r e n . -  I t  was 
asked  i n  VaHS -BULLETIN No. 
27; page 3; by-one o f the  
co -founders  o f  VaHS. For 
th e  re c o rd /  th e  fo llo w in g  
seems to  be th e  answer:

Some o f t h e ,h i s t o r i c a l  VA 
reco rd s  f o r  th e  l e s s e r  
s i r e n  (S iren  in te rm e d ia ) 
a p p a re n tly  w e re -m is id e n ti
f ic a t io n s  o f th e  g re a te r  
s i r e n  (S iren  l a c e r t i n a ) , 
o r  were s p e c u la t io n s .'

There a re  reco rd s  f o r  the  
g re a te r  s i r e n  in  VA, b u t 
as y e t th e re  a re  no known 
v e r i f i e d  reco rd s  f o r  th e  
l e s s e r  s i r e n s  A sp ec ie s  
account fo r  :■ th e . ' l e s s e r  
s i r e n  (S iren  in te rm e d ia ) 
in  the  American. Catalogue 
o f Amphibians & R e p tile s , 
p u b lish ed  by the- S o c ie ty  
f o r  Study, o f Amphibians & 
■Reptiles. (SSAR) in d ic a te s  
th a t  th e  le s s e r ,- s i r e n  is  
no t found., above c e n t r a l  
North C aro lin a . I f  an y 
one knows o f in te rm ed ia  
reco rd s  fo r  V irg in ia  VaHS 
BULLETIN would a p p re c ia te  
knowing about them. The 
lo c a t io n .o f  ' i d e n t i f i a b l e  
specimens in  a s c i e n t i f i c  
c o l le c t io n ,  in  th i s  c a se , 
i s  o f paramount i n t e r e s t .  
While looking- fo r  o th e r  
am phibians in  C o asta l 
P la in  l o c a l i t i e s ,  i t  may 
be w e ll to  check anything- 
unusual. VA reco rd s  f o r  
any o f the  la rg e r  amphi
b ians a re  ex trem ely  th in .

INCOME TAX TIME WILL SOON
-  ~ t be~ upon us' -  - - - - -

BULLETIN No. 85 t e l l s  a l l  
about the  s o c ie ty  ‘ ex cep t' 
f o r  one re c e n t develop
ment: VaHS has rece iv ed
tax-exem pt s ta tu s  from 
th e  U.S. I n te r n a l  Revenue 
S e rv ic e /  Any donations 
to  th e  • su p p o rt o f VaHS 
may be deducted from your 
income ta x  i f  you item ize  
a l l  your c o n tr ib u t io n s .

;' I \* ’ J1> 'V? ;*
We c a n ’t  serve  the  cause 
o f V irg in ia n  h erp e to lo g y  
w ith o u t your su p p o rt. So, 
p le a se  remember th a t  any
th in g  you donate to  VaHS 
(th e re  a re  no dues) 
may be deducted . P lease  
take  j u s t  a minute to  pu t 
a check o r  money o rd e r  in  
th e  m ail to  th e  T reasu re r 
Mr. Louis C. Baker, (BIOL) 
YORKTOWN 1 HIGH SCHOOL 
5201 North 28th  S t r e e t ,  
ARLINGTON, VA 22207 . . .

i-i/iY' *">*.1 •It* •'* .1 1* !•; #. : j
Through your p a s t  member
sh ip  su pport you have 
he lped  the  VaHS program 
and advanced th e  knowledge 
o f V irg in ian  h e rp e to lo g y .

VaHS thought i t  had been 
g iven  tax-exem pt s ta tu s  
in  1958 when, a f t e r  going 
befo re  th e  D i s t r i c t  • of 
Columbia ta x  bureau , VaHS 
re c e iv e d  exem ption from 
the  D.C. s a le s  ta x .  What 
we accom plished was lo c a l  
exemption only.’ In  1978; 
w ith  ou r ( new look, we 
went the  long ro u te , sub
m itt in g  a long re p o r t  on 
ou r a c t i v i t i e s  to  th e  IRS 
and won re c o g n itio n  as an 
exempt o rg a n iz a tio n .
"J FJT

..1
■. o u t. X:

a ro ii i  J r cm
A ll-co rrespondence  on a r t i c l e s :  O rig in a l to  a u th o r , copy to  e d ito r :

•rv.j:.;0;: C.ihsV* ‘x •: ■;> J '
..........................................................................  (Mr.*) -F rank lin  J .  Tobey......................

VaHS BULLETIN 
* ' P .0 . Box #1376

Leesburg, VA 22075
" >  i n s * *  s . i  H r f t u L f i / f  i ? , t i  ■ / >  c l  ! d  I L L  I  • • H  x

A ll'co rrespondence- r e l a t in g  to  sup p o rt fo r  VaHS, m em b ersh ip 'ap p lica tio n s  
« •• , r - o r  renew al o f membership:

• el - - : •' >a I  i m P ito  in ■ • . ael-oi.t'i.
(Mr.)- Louis C. Baker

; ; " i. '* * ‘.■■■■>0.1 ? u ' /  .» I /■yorktown High School^, o-' ■
- ’ /  i-'v' /■■ • j 31 ij- '5201 No'/ 28 th  'S tre e t ' •

1 • ' A rlin g to n , VA 22207
t - •- - 2 -
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DOES VIRGINIA HAVE ITS 
OWN "LOCH HESS MONSTER” ?

LOUISA, VA 18 May 1978. .

A man, h is  teen -ag ed  . son, 
and a p ro fe s s io n a l  guide 
say they  saw a s ix - fo o t  
a l l i g a to r  in  a co o lin g  
lagoon a t  the  N orth Anna 
N uclear P la n t, acco rd ing  
to  the  HEW YORK TIMES.

”1 know an a l l i g a t o r  when 
I  see o n e ,"  s a id  the  f i s h 
ing gu ide, a B altim ore , 
MD., r e s id e n t . In  t h e i r  
excitem en t, the  p a r ty  d id  
not photograph the  'g a to r  
a lthough  th ey  had two 
cameras aboard  t h e i r  b o a t.

The fisherm an  s ig h te d  the  
'g a to r  20 f e e t  away and 

as t h e i r  boa t approached 
the  r e p t i l e  was s a id  to  
dive under i t .  Lake Anna 
i s  a p o p u la r f i s h in g  sp o t 
in  c e n t r a l  V irg in ia .

The VA Commission o f Game 
and In lan d  F is h e r ie s  and 
the  US F ish  & W ild life  
S erv ice  a re  in v e s t ig a t in g .  
Col. John H. McLaughlin*, 
C hief o f Law Enforcem ent, 
d o e s n 't  doubt th e  'g a to r 's  
e x is ten c e  b jtt wants to  
know how i t  go t th e re .  A 
'g a to r  (A l l ig a to r  m is s is - 
s ip p i e n s i s ) i s  ou t o f i t s  
normal range when in  VA.) 
R eleased specimens have 
been known to  w in te r  over 
in  the  warm o u t-f lo w  a re a  
below steam  p la n ts .  The 
a c t  o f r e le a s in g  any non- 
V irg in ian  sp ec ie s  in  such 
a p lace  i s  not j u s t  a 
hoax, bu t an inhumane a c t .  
I f  re le a s e d  where i t  does

no t norm ally occu r, any 
r e p t i l e  o r  am phibian may:
( l )  be unable to  f in d  any 
s u ita b le  food; (2) e x p e r i
ence o th e r  s t r e s s e s  ..from 
an u n fa m ilia r  environm ent 
such as improper tem pera
tu re  and p re ssu re  ranges;
(3 ) succumb to a r t i f i c i a l  
changes in  tem peratu res 
when the p la n t  i s  s h u t
down fo r  r e p a ir s  o r o th e r  
m aintenance .procedures; 
o r  (h) p lace  unexpected 
and in to le ra b le  demands 
on th e  environm ent in to  
which i t  is  suddenly p u t.

AND, AN ENCORE I
A C en tra l o r  South Ameri
can caiman was found in  a 
pond near Richmond, VA on 
29 August 1978* The f in d  
was re p o rte d  in  the  lo c a l  
newspapers on 30 August.

The a l l ig a to r - l ik e  r e p t i l e  
was id e n t i f i e d  by Darcy 
Davenport who i s  w ith  .the 
D iv is io n  o f Law E nfo rce
ment, U .S .F ish  & W ild life  
S e rv ic e . The caiman was 
59 inches in  len g th  (from 
nose to  t i p  o f th e  t a i l ) .  
Davenport ex p la in ed  th a t  
caimans a re  so ld  a t  p e t 
s t o r e s . Somebody who had 
kep t th e  r e p t i l e  p robab ly  
re le a s e d  i t ,  o r  th e  th in g  
somehow escaped i t s  owner.

I t  was found in  a  pond on 
Hurop Road in  e a s te rn  
HENRICO County, by M r.E.L. 
Fleming who s a id  th a t  he 
noted  th a t  the  b u lfro g s  
seemed on the  d e c lin e  in  
th e  pond in  re c e n t weeks.

V;- • t . - . j .
C ontinued at_bottom  c o l .3* 
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GLASS LIZARD SPECIMEN 
FROM ALEERTA, VA VICINITY

A few years ago, a  man 
from the  S m ith son ian 's  
National Museum of N a tu ra l 
H is to ry  came to  A lb e rta ; 
VA. He took a look a t  my 
snake c o l le c t io n  and th en  
in d ic a te d  an  i n t e r e s t  in  
the  specimen o f a g la ss  
l i z a r d  (Oph is a u ru s ) .  I  
s e n t i t  to  him fo r  the  US 
N a tio n a l Museum c o l le c t io n  

(The USNM card  f i l e  doesn 't 
c a r ry  a c o l le c t in g  d a te . ' 
I t  would be about one year 
b e fo re  a c q u is i t io n  d a te .

“ The c o l le c t in g  s i t e  was' 
fo u r  m iles NE o f A lb e rta , 
BRUNSWICK County, VA. The 
e le v a tio n  i s  about 350 f t .  
above sea le v e l ,  and the 
immediate ' surroundings 
would be c la s s e d  as d ry . 
However, th e re  a re  many 
branches in  th e  Sturgeon 
Creek w atershed  o f which 
the  s i t e  i s  a p a r t . .  Some 
o f th e se  added notes (net 
app earin g  on the  f i l e -  
ca rd ) may be o f value in  
connec tion  w ith  the sp ec i-  
men ( Mr. J .  R. Or g a in , Jr*  )

CAIMANj_ contJ_d_from c o l . f • 
Davenport .of the F ish  and 

.W ild life  S erv ice  sa id : 
"There i s  no .p ro te c tio n  
a ffo rd e d  (by law) th is  
p a r t i c u la r  c r e a t u r e .” He 
ex p la in ed  th a t ,  had the 
c re a tu re  been an a ll ig a to r , 
Fleming would have been 
s u b je c t to  a r r e s t  fo r  
k i l l i n g  i t  because ?ge£e.rs 
a re  on the F ed era l Govern
ment rs endangered spec ies  
l i s t .  (News item : by
P e te r  Hardin, m ailed  in  
by Mr. W illiam Gagnon .)

t

APPLICATION FOR VaHS MEMBERSHIP — INTRODUCTORY (1979)
VaHS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL (19_)

( I f  m ailin g  la b e l  i s  '• 
(name) c o r r e c t ,  p a s te  h e re .)*
(ad d ress)
(p .o .)  I f  f r e e  c i t y  give n e a re s t  county ,
(county)
VIRGINIA ZIP CODE____________

( t i t l e )  Dr.Mr.Mrs.Ms. ______ _ (o th e r)
(occupation) VaHS T reasu re r n o te s:

Rec 'd  $__ .___
t e l :  (703) (Qok) Card s e n t w ith  #  ___ .

age: under lti over M ail to : Mr. Louis C. Baker (BIOL)
Y0RKT0WN HIGH SCHOOL (ARL.) 

Enclose w ith  your check 5201 N. 28th  S tr e e t
fo r  VaHS S upport. ARLINGTON, VA 22207

Recommended annual 
Support f o r  VaHS:

b io -sc ie n c e  te ac h e r 
o th e r  f a c u l ty  . .$1 
o th e r  VA re s id e n ts  

$2
o u t - o f - s ta te  (except 
VA re s id e n t  away a t 
c o lle g e , e t c . ) . . . S3 
Overseas . . . .  $5 
Keep w ith  your tax  
re c o rd s , VaHS is  a 
tax -exem pt, n o n -p ro fit 
o rg a n iz a tio n  under 
S e c .501 (c )(3 ) o f IRS 
Code. F u ll  amount of 
d o na tion  is  deductabl-

This becomes 3" X 5" f i l e c a rd  f o r  VaHS I'coowifl \:&x% OOApffl. YorH Si.TPOP'
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VaHS BULLETIN re se rv e s  
the  r ig h t  to.make c o r re c 
t io n s ,  changes, o r  d e le 
t io n s  in  subm itted  copy- 
in  conform ity  w ith  the  
p o l ic ie s  of the  V irg in ia  
H e rp e to lo g ica l S o c ie ty .

VaFS BULLETIN No.. 5 ^  P -5 , 
l i s t e d  th e  Blue Ridge Two- 
l in e d  salam ander (Eurycea 
b i s l in e a ta  wilderae~) fo r  
BEDFORD County, VA. This 
may be a  m is id e n tif ie d  
n o rth e rn  tw o -lin ed  s a l a 
mander. There i s  a very  
p la u s ib le  e x p la n a tio n .

*. .( f * * *
W ilderae- l ik e  specimens
a re ,  and have been, found 
n o rth  o f the  Mt. Rogers - 
W hitetop a re a  g iven  as 
the  range f o r  w ild e rae  by 
Dr. Roger Conant and many 
o th e r s . W illiam  L. W itt*  
(now in  the  Houston, Texas, 

a re a )  p ro v ides the  fo llo w 
i n g :

"Over the  y e a rs , I  have 
c o l le c te d  w ild e ra e - l ik e  
specimens n o rth  and e a s t  
o f  the  W hitetop-M t.Rogers 
type l o c a l i t y .  I  have 
seen and c o l le c te d  them 
a t  Rocky Knob on th e  Blue 
Ridge Parkway and n ear 
Rocky Mount (FRANKLIN Co.) 
on the  Piedmont. In  more 
re c e n t y e a rs , I  have seen  
them th roughout th e  Shen
andoah N a tio n a l P ark . In  
the  N a tio n a l Museum of 
N a tu ra l H is to ry  th e re  a re  
two specimens from 'new 
Skyline B lv d .' (USNM #93- 
831-32) c o l le c te d  by a

VaHS- COMMENT AND ROUND-UP 
_ _ _ _; _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
person  from the  Hoover 
Camp above C r ig l e r s v i l l e ."

"For 3 y e a rs , I  searched  
f o r  w ilderae  in  the  Big 
Meadows —  Camp Hoover— 
MADISON County reg io n .
On September 9; 1973 > my 
w ife and I  c o l le c te d  38 
salam anders a t  the  edge 
o f Big Meadows campground 
in  PAGE County. One f e 
male salam ander d isp lay ed  
some w ild erae  ch a ra c te r -  
i s t i c s :  two wide b lack
s t r ip e s  on the  body and 
the  yellow  background was 
more in te n s e . However, 
th e  s t r ip e  d id  ex tend  to  
the  t i p  o f  th e  t a i l ;  th i s  
i s  a b i s l in e a ta  c h a ra c te r"  

"The fo llo w in g  day, in  
ROCKINGHAM County, we c o l 
le c te d  a n o th e r 20 to  30 
anim als and, a g a in , on ly  
one had th e  deep broad 
b lack  s t r i p e  o f w ild e ra e . 
This su g g ests  th a t  about 
2 to  3$ (or l e s s )  o f the  
b i s l in e a ta  in  Shenandoah 
N a tio n a l Park d isp la y  
some w ild erae  c h a r a c te r s ."

(At th i s  p o in t ,  the  e d i to r  
th in k s  i t  would be u se fu l 
to  r e - re a d  th e  a r t i c l e  in  
VaHS-B#f5 by the  l a t e  Dr. 
James A. P e te r s .* )  FJT

S im ila r  in s ta n c e s  have 
come up in  connec tion  
w ith  th e  so u th ern  two- 
l in e d  salam ander (Eurycea 
b i s l in e a ta  c i r r i g e r a ) . 
A VaHS member from the 
S p rin g fie ld -A n n an d ale , VA 
a re a  though t he had one 
from th e  neighborhood. "A

j .- f... • - h «
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b is l in e a ta  specimen w ith  
c i r r i  o u ts id e  o f b reed ing  
season from the  Piedmont, 
(Blue Ridge, o r  o th e r  lo 
c a l i t i e s )  would no t be so 
hard  to  f in d , b u t the  p e r 
cen tages would be le s s  
th an  1 o f the  p o p u la tion !

"VaHS members who can c o l 
l e c t  la rg e  numbers o f 
b i s l in e a ta  o u ts id e  o f the 
range f o r  w ilderae  can 
check th e  p e rcen tages of 
good "w ild e ra e - l i k e " 
specimens and those  w ith  
on ly  some c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ! 
- -  This i s  a good w in te r 
p ro je c t  s in ce  b is l in e a ta  
is  more o r  le s s  a c t iv e .

(WLW)
(See VaHS-B^84,. pp^ 1-3 .)

Readers a re  in v i te d  to  
correspond  d i r e c t ly  w ith 
the  a u th o r s . A carbon tc 
the  VaHS BULLETIN e d i to r  
would be a p p re c ia te d . We 
w i l l  c a r ry  your comment 
in  VaHS-B on a space- 
a v a ila b le  b a s is .  pjrp

NEXT VaHS MEETING is  a t  
JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY 
HARRISONBURG, VA in  1979

WRITE:

(Mr.) M ichael J .  C lif fo rd  
E x tension  Agcnz 
P .0 . Box #311,

_____ AMELIA, VA 23002 _
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COMMENTS ON THE SKILP.OT: WOOD TURTLE OBSERVED IN
...............................................        RURAL FAIRFAX COUNTY, VA

Dr. R ichard  L. Hoffman,** 
Bedford C o llege, VA, had 
not y e t seen th e  a r t i c l e  
in  the  VaHS BULLETIN #83 
when he asked f o r  comment 
on the  word " s k i lp o t" .

(P ro f.R obert C. Simpson** 
w r it in g  on- the  s ta tu s  o f 
the  wood t u r t l e  in  VA, ob
served  th a t  " s k i lp o t"  was 
one o f the  lo c a l  names 
used f o r  wood t u r t l e s  o r  
fo r  o th e r  s p e c ie s . FJT )

Dr. Hoffman no ted  in  h is  
correspondence th a t  e a r ly  
'* *Dutch " (H o llan d ers) who 
s e t t l e d  in  th e  v i c in i ty  
o f what i s  now New York 
C ity  (Nieuw Amsterdam) 
gave the  name s k i lp o t  to  
th e  r e d - b e l l ie d  t u r t l e . 
The c u rre n t range o f th a t  
sp ec ie s  does no t q u ite  ex 
pend in to  m e tro p o litan  
New York. (See C onant's  
F ie ld  Guide, 1975,map#27.) 
However, th e  NYC env irons 
have been a l t e r e d  g re a t ly  
s in ce  th e  l650*s. H is to r 
i c a l l y ,  th e re  were g re a t 
cedar bogs ' in  th e  Newark 
Bay a re a  w atered  by th re e  
r iv e r s :  Hudson, P a ssa ic , 
and Hackensack. The t r e e s  
were c u t down in  th e  la te  
l 8th  & e a r ly  19th  cen tu ry  
and a corduroy road was 
c o n s tru c te d  ac ro ss  th e  NJ 
meadows. ( in  the  1920 's ,  
one (paved) road from New 
York to  Newark was s t i l l  
p o p u la rly  r e f e r r e d  to  as 
"the o ld  p lank  r o a d ."

Continued top  o f next c o l .

Dr. Hoffman a lso  noted:
" I t  is  in te r e s t in g  how, in  
a re g io n  .where C. r u b r i - 
v e n tr is  i s  ex trem ely  ra re
a t  b e s t ,  i t  was a p p lie d  to  
a r e la te d  . sm a lle r 
sp ec ie s  (^L.e., C. p i c t a ) I1

That th e re  might have 
been r e d - b e l l ie d  t u r t l e s  
in  t h a t  a re a  during  those  
days i s  more l ik e ly  th an

• -the--idea-tha t.jthe  .."Dutch" 
tagged only*one t u r t l e  as- - 
the  "sch ildpad" ( s k i lp o t ) .

"Dutch" D is tio n a ry  says:

sch ild p ad  (1s t  u se) is  a 
to r to i s e  (lan d ); o r a sea 
an im al, t u r t l e ;  (2d use) 
i s  t o r t o i s e - s h e l l  (p .1122) 
KRAMER'S WOORDENBOEK-1964- 
The Hague, N e therlands.

The H ollanders in  Nieuw 
Amsterdam (New York C ity ) 
pronounced "schM_as we do 
the  beg inn ing  o f  th e  word 
"sch ed u le", th e  E ng lish  
as you may r e c a l l ,  do n o t.

"Sch" denotes n o t the  sh 
sound o f E n g lish  bu t an s_ 
q u ic k ly  fo llow ed  by a 
g u t tu r a l  f r i c a t i v e ;  th a t  
i s  why "Dutch" names in  
America, s p e l le d  w ith  Sch 
l ik e  S chuy ler, S c h u y lk il l ,  

- - Scherm erhom , ..are  .pronoun
ced ‘w ith  an sk sound. . . .  "'

P e i, Mario (1965)
"The S to ry  o f Language" 
J .B . L ip p in co tt C o., 
P h ila d e lp h ia  & N.Y.C. 
Revised ed. 5 th  p r in t in g .

The presence o f th e  wood 
t u r t l e  (Clemmys in scu lp ta )  
in  FAIRFAX County, VA has 
g iven  new meaning to  some 
o ld e r  p re se rv ed  specim ens.

On 10 May 1978, w hile 
t e s t in g  f i e l d  survey m eth
ods a t  F ra se r  P rese rv e , 
D rs . Robert C hipley* and 
S teven B u ttr ic k  o f the 
Nature Conservancy (TNC) 
h e r ita g e  program s t a f f ,  
d isco v ered  a wood t u r t l e ,  
Clemmys in s c u lp ta , once 
l i s t e d  as endangered in  
VA. (See VaHS BULLETIN 
No. 83, pp 1-2 , Aug. 1977-)

This t u r t l e  has been c o l 
le c te d  a number o f tim es 
in  FREDERICK, LOUDOUN and 
SHENANDOAH C ounties, VA., 
bu t on ly  two reco rds ex 
i s t  fo r  FAIRFAX County, 
bo th  from many years ago. 
The wood t u r t l e  i s  one o f 
th e  most t e r r e s t r i a l  o f 
i t s  o rd e r . V irg in ia  i s  
on th e  so u th ern  edge o f 
th e  range fo r  th e  sp ec ie s  
The orange on i t s  neck 
and lim bs gave r i s e  to  
i t s  v e rn a c u la r  name: "red-
le g " . Wood t u r t l e s  th i s  
c lo se  to  i t s  so u thern  
l im i t  should  not be 
taken  from th e  gene poo l. 
They should  be c o lle c te d , 
photographed and re le a se d  
to  th e  same a re a  as cap
tu re d . Unless found dead 
on the  road , th ey  should  
not be p re se rv ed . C olor 
s l id e s  (2" X 2") w i l l  be 
accep tab le  as a reco rd  i f  
the  specimen is  re a d ily  
id e n t i f ia b le  in  the  s l id o .



EARTHWATCH ex p ed itio n s  
a re  open to  anyone l 6 to  
75; no s p e c ia l  s k i l l s  a re  
re q u ire d . P a r t ic ip a n ts  
a re  ta u g h t in  the  " fie ld  
what th ey  need to  know.

You can "become an EARTH- 
WATCH member f o r  $20 and 
w i l l  rece iv e  a l l  ex p ed i
t io n  c a ta lo g s , e t c . For 
in fo rm a tio n , send a p o s t
ca rd  to :

EARTHWATCH 
10 Ju n ip e r  Road 
Box #  127 
BELMONT, MA 02178

IN MEMORY OF 

ROBERT J .  GAGNON*

January  1979 ESHL PAGE
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EXCELLENT SPEAKERS~AT ESHL 
PROGRAM IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

About 50 to  60 people 
a tte n d ed  the  semiannual 
E as te rn  Seaboard H erpeto- 
lo g ic a l  League m eeting 
on 28 October 197® a t  
the  U»S. N a tio n a l Museum 
o f N a tu ra l.H is to ry  (Smith
son ian  I n s t i t u t i o n ) .  The 
m eeting was sponsored by 
th e  V irg in ia  and Washing
to n  (D.C.) He rp e to lo g ic a l 
S o c ie tie s  (VaHS and WHS).

**
Dr. George R. Zug, C h a ir
man o f th e  Department of 
V erteb ra te  Zoology, U.S. 
N a tio n a l Museum of N a tu ra l 
H is to ry , was . the  h o s t. 
F if ty -tw o  signed  in  and 
an e s tim a te d  dozen o r  so 
came and went d u ring  the  
course  o f the  m e e tin g ..* . 
The VaH£) a tten d an ce  up 
over p a s t  ESHL m ee tin g s .

VaHS BULLETIN No. 88-

GATHER PLANTS AND ANIMALS 
in  Nevada ’ s G reat E asin  
D esert, o r  survey  t r o p i 
c a l  f lo r a  and fauna in  
Panama o r  Tobago. JOIN 
an EARTHWATCH re se a rc h  ex 
p e d it io n  in  l i f e  s c ie n c e s .

In  the  p a s t  7 y e a rs , hun
dreds o f p a r t ic ip a n ts  
have a s s i s t s !  p ro fe s s io n 
a l  re se a rc h e rs  a l l  over 
the  w orld, c o n tr ib u tin g  
to  s e r io u s , o f te n  v i t a l  
f i e l d  re se a rc h  p r o je c ts .

WILDLIFE o f TOBAGO: 
Team I :  March 11-31
Team I I :  Apr 1-21
Share o f c o s ta :  $700.

Tobago n e s t le s  in  the  
b lu e -g reen  C aribbean Sea 
shallow s 20 mi. NE o f 
T rin id ad . U n til  now, no 
d e ta i le d  com parative zoo
lo g ic a l  su rvey  has ev er 
been a ttem p ted . J .  David 
Hardy, J r . ,  A sso c ia te  Cur
a to r  o f th e  N a tu ra l H is
to ry  S o c ie ty  o f Maryland, 
i s  p lan n in g  to  i n v e s t i 
ga te  p u zz lin g  zoogeograph- 
i c a l  d iv e r s i ty .  There 
w i l l  be day and n ig h t 
t r i p s  to  r iv e r s  and along 
th e  i s l a n d 's  unexplored 
c e n t r a l  r id g e  where p a r t i 
c ip a n ts  w i l l  c o l l e c t  i n 
s e c ts ,  f ro g s , t u r t l e s  and 
o th e r  a n im a ls . A c t iv i 
t i e s  w i l l  in c lu d e  SCUBA 
d iv in g ,th e  r e a r in g  o f l iv e  
erganism s in  the  la b , and 
p re se rv in g , s o r t in g ,  and 
c a ta lo g in g  specim ens.

(EARTHWATCH co n tinued  a t  
th e  top  o f column tw o:)

1917 - -  1978

Bob d ied  suddenly in  l a te  
August. He was a found
in g  member o f VaHS and 
i t s  re p re s e n ta t iv e  to  
th e  E as te rn  Seaboard Her- 
p e to lo g ic a l  .League (ESHL) .

Bob was p re s e n t a t  most 
o f the  ESHL m eetings, 
in c lu d in g  th e  one a t  th e  
P h ila d e lp h ia  Z o o lo g ica l 
Garden in  March 1978.

He leav es  a  son, B i l l , a t  
th e  home ad d ress :
1408 F u llv iew  Avenue 
M ech an icsv ille , VA 23111

* VaHS member 
** VaHS D ire c to r

- 6 -

Those who a tte n d e d  enjoyed 
the  v a r ie d  f a re :  th e  care  
and feed in g  o f green t r e e  
pythons (Trooper Walsh, 
N a tio n a l Z oo lo g ica l Park); 
P rogress on Museum P ro je c t 
in  Tehran and R e p til ia n  
F ie ld  Work in  I r a n  (Robert 
Go Tuck, J r . ,  N a tu ra l H is
to ry  Museum, D ep 't o f the  
Environm ent, I r a n ) ;  Wood 
T u rtle  P opu la tions in  Nor
th e rn  V irg in ia  (Robert C. 
Simpson, Lord F a ir fa x  Com
m unity C ollege, Middletown, 
VA); L ife  H is to ry  o f the 
Timber R a ttlesn ak e  and 
Southern R e p tile s  in  the 
A ppalachian Mountains (W. 
H. 'Marty) M artin* o f the 
N a tio n a l Park S e rv ic e ) .

SEE NEXT -ESHL MEETING NOTE 
ON THE BOTTOM OF THIS PAGE

NEXT_ESHL MEETING 10 MARCH 1979 AT THE STATEN ISLAND (N.Y.) ZOO AUDITORIUM

Sponsors: New York H e rp e to lo g ica l S o c ie ty  (NYHS) from NOON to  6 :00  p.m .

P re lim in ary  program: 1:60 Opening
1:20 The Biom edical S ig n if ic a n c e  o f Research on R ep tile s

Dr. Paul Maderson, P ro f , o f  B iology, Brooklyn C o llege. 
2 :00  Ecology, B ehavior and P o p u la tio n  S tu d ies  on the 

American A l l ig a to r  in  Georgia
Mr. Eugene R. Meyer, D ep 't o f B iology, New York Univ.

3 :00  The M ysteries o f Amphibian O rie n ta tio n
Dr. K raig  A dler Div. o f B io lo g ic a l S c ien ces , C o rn e ll.

4 :00  ESHL B usiness m eeting, D inner b reak , a d d i t io n a l  vvogran 
Viewing o f S ta te n  Is la n d  Zoo's r e p t i l e  c o l le c t io n .

In fo rm ation : Mr. David Hulmes, ESHL C o o rd in a to r, 122 Second Avenue, Hawthorne,
(201) 427-0768 (NYHS) New J e r s e y  07506
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K
8 August 1978

"Thank you f o r  the  VaHS 
BULLETIN - -  which I. r e a d . 
w ith  i n t e r e s t .  I  c a n ' t ,  
say  w hether my i n t e r e s t  
i s  's e r io u s ' o r  'more than 
c a s u a l ' h u t I  c e r ta in ly  
would l ik e  to  re c e iv e  th e^  
fu tu re  (VaHS) B u l le t in s ."

'in c id e n ta l ly ,  my o ld e r  
b ro th e r  Emmett R. Dunn, 
t r i e d  to  in c u lc a te  in  me 
a se r io u s  i n t e r e s t  in  the  
n a tu ra l  sc ien ces  and, f o r
a tim e , was succes s fu l.-...
I  d id  q u ite  a  brET’ o r ’' 
c o l le c t in g  (ages 11-14); 
L ep idop tera  as w e ll as 
r e p t i l e s  and am phibians ?

"My 'handbook' a t  th e  time, 
and s t i l l  i s  f o r  th a t  
m a tte r , i s  a  paper by my; 
b ro th e r  pub lished , r. in  
COPEIA and w r i t te n  in  
1917 e n t i t l e d :  "P re lim i
nary  L is t  o f th e  R e p tile s  
& Amphibians o f V irg in ia." 
The id e n t i f i c a t io n  key 
seemed sim ple to  my young 
mind and, so l i t t l e  ~ ’’c o l 
le c t in g  had been done o r  
reco rded  a t  t h a t  tim e , 
th a t  I  f e l t  I  was q u ite  
an accom plished s c i e n t i s t  
when I  cou ld  re p o r t  a 
f in d  in  a p re v io u s ly  un
recorded  coun ty . In  a d d i
t io n  to  th i s  COPEIA l i s t ,
I  have a 1936 "L is t o f VA 
Amphibians and R e p tile s  " 
which is  mimeographed and 
may never have been- pub
l is h e d . This is'*a~Bdmpie- 
l i s t  (w ithout i d e n t i f i c a 
t io n  key) b u t co n ta in s  
a few a d d i t io n a l  sp ec ie s  
and, o f co u rse , many more 
c o l le c t in g  l o c a l i t i e s . n

LETTERS, COMMENTS, IDEAS:

V ais "ADOPT A SPECIES:77 ~
program offers free map

"Dr. R ichard L. Hoffman - - - - - - - - - - - - -
remarks in  th e  March 1978 - VaHS members w ith  access 
B u lle tin ' ' on th e ' s c a r c i ty  to  t r a n s p o r ta t io n ,  some
of in fo rm atio n  on.,.'common' l e i s u r e ,  and a genuine

- i n t e r e s t  in  V irg in ian  
h e rp e to lo g y , should  adopt 
a sp ec ie s  o f am phibian o r  
r e p t i l e  w ith  the  goa l o f 
f in d in g  o u t as much as 
p o s s ib le  about i t s  h a b its

common
names o f s p e c ie s . - -  Eoth 
th e  1917 COPEIA l i s t  and 
th e -su b seq u en t 1938 mimeo
graphed l i s t  inc lude  the  
common names, as my o ld en  
b ro th e r  knew them. (I 
su sp e c t,, however, th a t  range, v a r ia t io n ,  ecology, 
th e se  names may vary  from e t c . ,  as i s  p o s s ib le , 
lo c a l i t y  to  l o c a l i t y . )  I  
am e n c lo s in g . a copy o f

.... the  tu r t- le  -poxfion o f  the
COPEIPrCTB-r-fOT^BrHoff
man of.e R adford . C ollege J\

In  an e f f o r t  to  encourage 
those  who adopt a  species, 

- VaHS is  s e t t in g  a s id e  a 
s e t  o f the  VA mini-maps 
f o r  the  p u rp o se . One map

a f r ie n d  a c c id e n ta l -  • , f o r  . th e  sp ec ie s  o f your
ly  dug up a c lu tc h  o f 
t u r t l e  eggs in  a  flow er 
garden in  M iddlesex Co.,

; • VA. Only one egg was 
. f e r t i l e . a n d  ou t came an 

ex trem ely  a c t iv e  l i t t l e  
t u r t l e  who a te  s p a r in g ly , 
b u t soon went i n t o .h ib e r r  
n a tio n  in  h is  sand box. 
This sp r in g  ... (1978) , he 
came ou t hungry, hungry,

.. 'hungry, and devouring huge
q u a n t i t ie s  o f commercial 
t u r t l e  food ( k r i l l - s i z e d  
sh rim p ). W ithout much 
d i f f i c u l t y  th e  COPEIA key 
id e n t i f i e d  him (or h e r ) ,  
as 'K inosternon odoratum ' 
o r  " s tin k in g  J i m ' . By 
mid-summer he was l iv in g  
up to  h is  name (and grow
ing  f a s t )  so th a t  he domi
n a ted  the  indoor en v iro n - 

. ..raent ,^ s_ a .so u rc e  o f a i r  
— palliAAsn an d-waar~ure le a se d  

to  g re a te r  o p p o rtu n itie s  
fo r  f u l f i l lm e n t .  . . . "

(Mr.)  Re id  A. Dunn*
208 E ast Cary S tr e e t  
Richmond, VA 23219

ch o ice , w i l l  be s e n t to  
th e  f i r s t  n a p p lic a n ts  who 
make a pledge to  fo llow  
up on th i s  in d iv id u a l 
re sea rc h  p r o je c t .  In  ap 
p ly in g , l i s t  3 p re fe r re d  
s p e c ie s . (See VaHS-B//80 
f o r  id e a s .)  F i l l  ou t the  
a p p l ic a t io n  b lank  a t  th e  
bottom  o f th i s  p a g e . M ail 
i t  to  VaHS BULLETIN, P .0 . 
Box #1378, Leesburg, VA. 
22075 ............................................

S incere  apo lo g ie s  to  a l l  
those  who answered the 
e a r ly  1977 (VaHS-B # 8 l)  
c a l l  to  "Adopt A S pec ies.'"  
You need n o t re p e a t your 
re q u e s t. VaHS w i l l  assume 
th a t  you a re  s t i l l  ready 
to  f u l f i l l  your p led g e . 
You w i l l  re c e iv e  a map 
showing re c o rd s , to  d a te , 
f o r  th e  sp ec ie s  o f  your 
ch o ice . Unscheduled and 
u n a n tic ip a te d  1977-1978 
even ts d e ra i le d  th e  VaHS 
Adopt-A-Species campaign 
b u t we hope to  g e t i t  on 
the  tra c k s  once again.'

VaHS "Adopt A S p e c ie s" Program

TO: VaHS BULLETIN. .
P .0 . Box #1376 
LEESBURG, VA 22075 . U r .  i i. Vf.( , ... DATE:

■

, P lease  send me a copy o f one o f the  VaHSurvey mini-maps f o r  one o f the 
fo llo w in g : •

(1s t )
(2nd) * . . . c  . . .  K.
(3rd )

1979

u l u l  I D - ' . / i . - i v . ' ; . ’ 2U . » ;  • • " ■ j ' t  ' U

SrJ, ____
The undersigned  p ledges to  keep VaHS BULLETIN inform ed o f 
any new developm ents a r i s in g  from th i s  in v e s t ig a t io n .

Home ad d re ss : ( i f  away a t  s c h o o l) .
signed :

PRINT NAME:
s t r e e t  o r  R t. & Box #
P . O . ,

- . .-rMTTk.
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